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This Volume is the joint produc-' 
tion of two Gentlemen who have for some time been 
devoting their attention to the Antiquiti^ of this County. 
The articles signed Cubiosus are by the Rev. Geox/3b 
Oliver^ of Exeter. The Introduction, and the remainder 
of the volume, are by the Rev. J. P. JoNSSi of North 
Bovey. These notices originally appeared in the BlxxtER 
AND Plymouth Gazette, and I have been induced to 
publish them in a volume, at the request of several per- 
sons, who were anxious that they should be preserved in 
a less perishable form than the columns of a Newspaper. 
I am happy to say, that I have reason to believe the 
Authors are still pursuing their researches, and that the 
public will be further benefitted by their labours. 

EniTORr 
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INTROPPCTIOX. 

An l^nquiry into the origin and the variquft 

change3j which our Parochial Churches haye ondergpne^ 
c^annot fail to be interesting, at a Ijme when every de- 
^pajtiQent of pur national antiq[uities is so diligently 
investigj^Aied. T^e fojilowing observations, though brief, 
may bie found an use^ aqcompaniinent to the sulgpine^ 
iiotices of the ^clesiastiqal Antiguities o/ Devon. 

The early Churches, erected during the gnadual intro- 
duction of Christjiuiity into .Qur Island, were, probably, a 
few instances exQqpted, l^ut mean and insi^ificant 
buildings ; tjhey are said for the most part to ^ave been 
cpii^Lpqsed of wood^ and they h^^, |;raduaUy disappeiired 
before the Norman Conquest. T^e ravages of the Panes, 
which frequently spread from o^e extremity of ^le coun- 
try to .the other^ were principally imtnp^ental in their 
overthroMir ; and pur early historians record with feelings 
of deep commiseration, the destruction of Ab^ys and 
ClQ^vhes^ which more particularly excited the fury and 
Q^idity of these jtiei^^n invf^cs. The SiULon C)mrcheg, 
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. of which a few specimens still remain, were low and 
irregular in their construction; the pillars were round and 
massive; the arches were circular, and adorned with rude 
ornaments ; the windows admitted but little light. In 
the larger buildings, their substantial towers, for example, 
which from the strength of their masonry have defied 
the attacks of time, present ranges of circular arches, in- 
tersecting each other, afibrding the best development of 
the origin of the pointed arch, which ultimately led to a 
new, enlarged, and more beautiful style of Ecclesiastical 
Architecture. 

It is not necessary here to dilate on the origin of the 
pointed style ; the subject has been exhausted by the 
diligent enquiries of our most distinguished antiquaries ; 
and it may be only necessary to observe, that late in the 
reign of Henrt II. it began to be adopted. The 
lancet window and the narrow nave, a deficiency of 
ornament, but a severe and chastened style throughout 
the whole building, distinguish the Churches which were 
erected during the latter part of the 12th, the whole of the 
13th, and the commencement of the I4th century. 

The splendid reign of Edward III. is an important 
era with respect to architecture. The munificence and 
genius of William of Wykbham, supported by royal 
patronage, and assisted by a concurrent spirit which then 
most honourably pervaded the great body of our Ecclesi- 
astical Dignitaries, raised new edifices for religious wor- 
ship, on a scale of greater magnificence than had before 
been witnessed, and adorned with such a profusion of 
beautiful ornaments, that no succeeding age, even with all 
the assistance of modem art and science, can rival these 
fabrics ; they we're built for eternity, and they havenoWy 
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^thstood the fury of the elements, the revolution of 
opinions, and the ruthless violations of man. The earlier 
Churches had now, through age, and in many instances, 
perhaps even from the imperfections of the buildings' 
themselves, gradually fallen into decay ; an increase of 
population likewise demanded more spacious temples ; 
and whilst we find that the greater part of our ecclesi- 
astical edifices were rebuilt or extensively repaired during 
the 14th and 15th centuries, we can observe the intro- 
duction of a new style, founded indeed on the one whicli 
preceded it, but more adapted to the enlarged views of 
improvement, and the accumulation of wealth, with 
which the revival of learning amongst the western nations 
of Europe was ushered in. The striking characteristics of 
this style can be shortly enumerated— a lofty and spacious 
nave with side aisles and transept, and above all the 
obtuse arch ; the windows were large, divided by nume- 
rous muUions, and frequently filled with painted glass. 
To describe all the minutiae of the pointed style at this 
period would require a volume, and without plates wquld 
to a certain degree be unintelligible; it was the golden age 
of pointed architecture ; it had then arrived at its greatest 
beauty and perfection ; the elegant simplicity of the 
former age, though improved, had not been abandoned, 
and the gorgeous ornaments, which marked the decline of 
true taste in the succeeding age, were unknown. 

The time from |Jenby VI. to Hbnby VIII. is the era 
when the florid style of architecture prevailed; it is mark- 
ed by its elaborate tabernacle work and its pendant 
roofs ; by screens on which were lavished the most ele- 
gant foliage and the most elaborate carved work ; flying 
buttresses, pinnacles, crockets, and finials, appeared in 



et^ry dcipartmeixt of ilie bufldmg ; mehes filled widi 
settled were plaiced dver the wih^ws and dooifwttys ; 
ahd a proflision of heraldic ornaments Hhatrated the 
shrines ttad tombs of distingmshed prelates and warriors. 
Though of a character lelss chaste and not conceived in 
such good taste as the specimen^ which reniain of the 
preceding cei!itury/yet the flattened arclted wlhdd^« ad- 
mitting so much iig^t — the gorgeous tracery — ^the rich 
tabernacle work-HsUid the jMrofusion of armorial bearings^ 
£cattcfed ami&t an infinite Vt^cfty of gracefhl and 
beautiflQ ornaments — give to the structdres o^this age an 
im^sing effect. But in proportion as on Ae l»ger buUd-^ 
ings ej[|ieiise was lavished with a liberal hmd, ibid smaller 
edifices and churdies in remote situadoDS were neglected 
— yet we frequently observe in places where we should 
hai^dly exped; to flitd them, maify elegant and interesting 
remains of the taste of our forefathers ; and notvHth*' 
standing the ravages ejfected at the Refohuation and 
great Rebellion-^HOOtwithstanding. the tasteless repairs 
whieh chti^hwardehs are so liberal in bestowing, we can 
stiil look on our Chuxches with satisfactioti^and in aliiiest 
every one of thenl can discern something (fignified of 
ihteredting-^ome mentorials to illustrate the history and 
antiquities of our cotintry, connected as tibey are with every 
associated feeling relative to the piety and ta^te of our 
ancestors. 

The greats part of our Devonshire Churches w^& 
rebuilt during the 15th century ; the Chancels tate^t*- 
quently of ah earlier date, tod a person versed in Gothic 
architecture dan easily distihguish the respective agea 
when the btiilding was completed. There is this striking 
difference betv^een Grecian and Gothic architectore, thai 
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as iti 4he temples oftibs ibiMtr we Meeiid by a flight of 
steps to l^e entrance, in Ihe latter there is now a Ascent 
to the ]^em^t ; the gradoiBl^aeeoiitdatkm ufsei! ob the 
oatside, iiroiiud the iwalls «f our Ghia-dies, isavsed in 
part by the amiety of persons to be Istened as near as 
possible to the saored ^difleei has doiteg the la^ Of 
eentofies been fiital to the stability of tli6 fabric. In 
many instances I hwre observed that tiie ettflh has 
reached np to the windows, and the interior has conse- 
quently become so damp that the ttonomtnts and other 
Ornaments along (he walls haTe fallen dicmn ftom a state 
of d6cay> «id the frequent ^itewashings hare ohscared 
the beauty of the architecture. The first pdint. In the 
ppeserratton ^ our C%ardies, is to remo^ e^>ery cause 
by which damp is occasioned ; this can only be bri>u(^t 
aboot by diggm^ drams JOn tiie outside, and by the re» 
mo^ of the earth ; hi many instances difficulties attend 
the fiacutlon'of such a plan, as relatives object to th« 
nmo^of bodies there deponted, sndlthe right of a bttiial 
iplace has in many, instances been long esfoUtshed. 
JB>rery other tsotive ought» however, to girt way, when 
osmpared with the preservation of the Chunh, and at 
iMfltnogflKves oog^ to be' ftMnaed withitt a certain «Us- 
tance Arom the walls, A ftae ^jorrent of a»r, by means of 
open casements in the eppositewindowsj tends to keep 4he 
wails dry, and during thtf groaiter -pavt of ^e year the 
windows ahoold be 'O^viu All this can be -done at a 
txifliiig CTpftnsf. 

I aostfC now offer aieWfemarks inspecting the infterior. 
It is In numerous instances a attost disgusting eight to 
^bsilrtre (he state of neglect,* in which mafisy country 
G^upehes are kept. The walls are diity, the windows 
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broken, or. partly blodnd np, the pavement oneyen, the 
seats, and frequently the pttlpit> in a state of decay. It i» 
the duty of every Clergyman to insist on his chnrdi being 
not merely in a state of repair, just to satisfy the Rural 
Dean at his annual visit, but personally to inspect every 
minute alteration, and to prevent such repairs as are 
inelegant or injudicious. Such ancient fabrics are in 
need of frequent alteration ; churchvrardens know nothing 
of architecture, and in some instances look on the church 
with a jealous eye, as an object of unnecessary expense ; 
to the Clergyman therefore devolves the important duty 
of watching over the preservation of the Church with 
a parental affection, and of directing by his superior 
knowledge , whatever repairs may be necessary for 
its preservation. At the annual court of the 
Archdeacon he . can always present the dilapidations, 
and obtain an immediate order for all necessary 
repairs ; in many parishes particular funds are set 
aside for the reparation of Churches, and which should be 
applied to the purposes for which they were originally 
given, and not suffered to merge into the parish accounts. 
I must unwillingly make here one remark ; the Clergy are 
themselves too frequently unacquainted with the prin- 
ciples of Gothic architecture, and they sanction many of 
the tasteless alterations which are continually disfiguring 
our Churches ; the screens are pulled down, the painted 
glass removed from the windows, and galleries supported 
by Grecian pillars are erected under the fostering sanction 
of a well meaning but ignorant Clergyman. A little atten- 
tion and study would easily rectify all this. Many works 
have been lately published in which the principles of 
Gothic architecture have been clearly developed, and 
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I would particularly reoomiiieiid an eicdknt work on the 
snbjecti pfubliBhed by Mr. Johr Kxndall, of Ezxtbr, 
and which I consider to be the beat introdoction ever 
{Mresented to the public in ilhutraition Of Qothic ardiitec- 
tore, as applied to practice } the plates are beantifiiUy 
executed^ and the specimens are selected from the Cathe- 
dral of Exeter— that splendid monument of the taste and 
genius of our ancestors. Mr. Ksndall's work u cheap, 
and neither long nor tedious. 

A century had hardly elapsed from the time when the 
greater part of our Ecclesiastical Structures were rebuilt, 
when that brute Hbnry VIII. and his minion Cromwsll 
began their work of spoliation, regardless of all laws 
human and divine. The rood lofts were puUed dawn, 
the screens were shaken, the rich tabernacle work inclo- 
sing the shrines and chancels was for the most part 
removed, and the more sacred portions of the edifice 
were thrown open to the public. A great number of 
chantries and chapels were altogether destroyed, or 
applied to every purpose of profanation. The puritanic 
Iconoclasts of the next century nearly completed what 
the reformers had begun; which, combined with the 
neglect and bad taste so generally prevalent during the 
last century, have reduced the greater part of our 
Churches to a miserable state of dilapidation. Our 
Churches were built for the celebration of those magnifi- 
cent ceremonies of the Roman Catholic Church, at a 
time when the genius of our Clergy was more particularly 
durected to the erection of Temples, suited to the sublime 
ideas wMch were then connected with the performance 
of religiouB worship. The wealth, accumulated by the 
Church durinf^ the middle ages, afforded that patronage 
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to the Alts, nrhitth cm idone facing Hiemio nxxf pomt of 
perfection. Tbn Reformen adopted a mote simple form 
of worship, and rejected tiie greater part of the gotge6aa 
af^pendsiges dutt aifliieredto tiie Mother dmrdi ; the es* 
asperaljon of nligioaa opinions, and theftuy of theologioai 
controveTMes, were fireqiie&% wreaihad on the imoficndEDg 
edifces, tlien conaffdered as the abodes of idolatry ; every 
feeling for the Wttttttes of art was caiefbtty stiied« 
and the result was, the mutilation, and too frequently the 
destruction of those perfect monuments of art and getiius 
ereeted during the middle ages. 

We are now fortanately living in enlightened times, 
where Sectarian fedings ^e gradually dying awaiy, aad ft 
Pirdtestant may be allowed to look with satisfaction ao an 
edifice erected by his Roman Colliolic ancestors, witiioat 
^y dangef of htlving his M^ perverted { at least it is 
now generally allowed that the architectural remaind we 
still possess should be ^are^ullypreserl^ and that the 
hecessary restorations should be in unison with the original 
fttbric. 

The reparation of the windows is ii point t^ gTMft'Mili* 
sequence ; tiie original form of the miidlions, drip^ones^ 
buttresses. Sec. should be carefully ^yresenred, and if a 
window is in sUch a state of decay> as to render it liecea- 
tessarytobe temoved altogether, it sh(mld be resltored 
with every possible exactness. Nothing can appear more 
discordant than the range of windows in som^ GSittrc^p 
w h ^ re the dissimilarity is so striking as to render the 
oitfbttr appearance of the Church a mass of inooHgraity ; 
and it is sometimes almost lmpossd>Ie to eeme to any 
iconchision respecting tile age of tiie ttaiMlBg. 1%e 
generul removal of thepaittfed glass, so utiiversany per- 
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mitCed, is a fobj«tt of de^ regr^ ; tttich ftafpaustM, ^tfhtih 
removed firotn iSbtk origiAai-8itaatkm> are of Hftle Tahie ; 
bnt Yfhsin permifted to temxbti they aM ab eMSrdy in 
unison with the edifice, as to throw great light on tile 
antiquities of the par^eolar Chnrch in whieh they are 
plated ; and &e annomal beadngs especkmy are of gfeat 
use kk determinii^g the descent of property, aiid other 
snfejectff of g^eral interest connected with the parish. 
The screens, fonts, and othe/ dnmmental work shoidd be 
most religioiisly preserved. Many of ti&e most beaatifol 
8<$reen8 bave b^esn entirely redioved within a few years, 
by the orde 1* of the CEhirchT^avdenSi for the aivolired pttf^ 
pose of beautifyitig tiie Chordl. It should be dearTy 
understood that the Churchwardens have no power of 
ordeaihg iny Mch al^rations} that power is vested in 
superior hands^ It is> however, astoniebing h^w any 
Clergyman can permit sudi a neeidless incdation in his 
Church* In many eases, betfutifiil thio^ wM^k has been 
di^coverdd under a load of jp^iwter a&d whitewflsh i very 
lately the piflal*s of the Chitf^ of Sovtn Tawyok were 
s^rapeA^ tt&d the te|]^s li^ere fettud to be adMmed wil& 
elegant Work ; ahd A window has been f^en^ fes» 
t6ifed with gte6t ta6te in the Clapel of NswfOK Bt^SKSLL. 
It Would likewise be a great fan{»rovemeftf, if fhe sentenees, 
fr^uehtly so ill selected a&d Mrreiifaded with sadb gtxAy 
celours, were obliterated frdffi the WnUd. Tombs present 
so 6ineh that is intefesting as felics of lyrt and memoriala 
(^Mstbryi that their f»^ervaition oiught more paiftieiaarly 
to be attended lo» the fepatadon of ffidfiiittfti^ts b^dli^ 
to the descendants of the dece&sed; etteh ^Itttives fliay 
be extinct, but certainly a few occasional repairs ihight 
be effected without any great expense being in^rred^ ahd 
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when a Church is kept in a dry state^ these monuments 
will last for many centuries uninjured. The modem pews 
of different heights and sizes are a great deformity ; it 
was never intended in places of public worship, that a 
certain class of persons should be shut in with high par- 
titions, to talk or to sleep unobserved by the rest of the 
congregation; the old open seats are best fitted to display 
the beauties of the Church, as well as to accommodate 
the public. To repair an old Church in such a manner^ 
that the alterations shall accord with the original style of 
the building, requires great judgment and care. The 
general attention now paid to Gothic Architecture 
holds out some hope that the assistance of able architects 
will be called in, and their plans and suggestions attend- 
ed to. A beautiful specimen of what modem art can 
effect may be seen in Haccombb Churchy where amidst 
tombs of singular interest, an altar-piece, screen, and 
pulpit have been erected by Mr. Kendall, through the 
liberality of Sir Hen&t Carbw, Bart, and they afford 
an excellent model for imitation, if indeed sufficient funds 
can be procured. In connexion with these remarks, I 
cannot omit mentioning the exertions of one individual, 
to preserve our Churches from decay, and to restore them 
with taste and elegance : the Rev. R. H. Froude, Arch- 
deacon of ToTNEss, since his appointment to his office, 
has been unwearied in the performance of his duties ; he 
has personally visited every Church in hb Archdeaconry, 
all necessary repairs have been enforced, and ground 
plans have been taken ; he has, through his influence, pre- 
vented many tasteless alterations, and has given every 
assistance when applied to on the subject. 
There is one mode of decoration for Churches, at once 
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00 important and appropriate, and if generally adopted 
will tend so powerfblly to promote the Fine Arts, and 
to encourage native genius, that a niore particular atten- 
tion to the subject will, I hope, be of service. The Fine 
Arts are so closely connected, that when encouragement 
is afforded to one branch, the others receive proportional 
improvement. A magnificent building, conceived with 
taste and executed with judgment, will receive a great 
addition to die interest it otherwise inspires, if decorated 
with paintings and statues. Hie finest productions of the 
painter and the sculptor can no where be seen with §• 
much effect as in a building, where an attempt has been 
made to give to ideas at once sublime and beautiful " a 
local habitation and a name.'' From hence it follows 
that Churches are the best receptacles for those master 
pieces of art, which are amongst the noblest productions 
of the human mind, and are destined frequently to survive 
almost every other memorial of national greatness and 
glory. The powers of the sbulptor may be displayed in 
monumental tombs, and the efforts of the painter may 
adorn an altar piece, withotit any 'fear tiiat superstition 
may be engendered, or that religion may be corrupted. 
Whatever tends to purify the taste and to exalt the ideas 
must be productive of moral good ; and in an age of high 
civilization, it is periTectly fhutless to make any' attempt 
to repress the feelings of sympathy and attachment with 
which the human mind will be impressed in the contem- 
plmlaon of those stupendous efforts of genius, produced by 
the kindred arts of Architecture, Painting, and Sctdpturt. 
The erection' of Monuments to departed worth has indeed 
met with but little opposition ; the wish to perpetuate 
the fiune of those persons who hdve distinguished them- 



selves by their talents, rwpk, or virtues* bos bem f^neiral 
in oil ages* and one {wincip^l mode <^ recolLec^on hfus 
faeitti intrusted to those, who " wpos duamt de marfnore 
vuttus,*' and in some of oiir national mansolea* we have of 
htte years had rather to regret the tasteless blocl^s of 
marble which have been put up, than to comply .(^their 
paucity ; in that point, however, we are improvuig. With 
painting it has been different; and stiimge to relate, ^at 
opposition has been presented to 4^e placii^ of altar 
pieces in our Churches. The inferiority of our historical 
school of painting may be principaUy attributed to this 
unfortunate prepossession. The ^eat masters of the 
Italian and Flemish schools were induced by liher^ patro- 
nage, ^o pgont theur finest pictoes for 4lie Conventual lyid 
Cathedral Churches ; they were certain in that case of 
possessing a perpetuity c^ fame. The pictures, according 
to all human probability, would nevc^ be rempyed from 
the sanctuary, and a continued influx of wor Aippers 
would appreciate the genius of the artist. With every 
facility at present for the same mode of patronage in this 
-country, we find that altar pieoos ane but sdy^m 
erected. It is generally nnderstqod that wh^n Sir 
Joshua. Reynolds and the RovibL A-CAmmr proposed 
to adorn the walb of St. Paul's with the efforts of Ui^ir 
art. Bishop Poktbus strenuously andaucces^fhUy oi^sed 
this enlight^ed Reposition, und owr national school ai 
painting has in ccmsequenfie been throiwn back for 9^ lioast 
a century. It is astd^ect of , deep regret, that the lOiNUMon 
of Bidiop PoRTBUB diovldhawe been takan. dlioiig^a 
prelate «f great worth and piefty, ha had no knowledge of 
art, nor was he endowed wilii the q>lendid tidonts, or 
yiewB of 8 .Wtbbbam or 4 W^r junjucm ; his 
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opinion ought not therefore to have been decisive on such 
a subject. A different sentiment now fortunately pre- 
vails, and no opposition has been offered to the placing 
of altar-pieces in many of our Churches ; their 
general adoption will be of greater service in encou- 
ragmg our native artists, than any other mode either 
of public or private patronage. Our Established 
Church is the only Protestant Body in the kingdom 
capable of giving any adequate patronage to the Arts. 
The other sects have not the necessary funds ; their mode 
of worship is more simple, and they are satisfied with 
their ugly square Chapels and bare whitewashed walls. 
Our national edifices would be much improved by a ju- 
dicious adoption of paintings, and we might hope in a few 
years to rival the antient schools to which we now lookup 
for imitation, for they owe their superiority principally to 
the more extended and liberal patronage they experienced. 
This County can boast at present of several most excellent 
historical painters, and their talents cannot be called into 
action with greater effect than by adorning our Churches. 
We ought to patronize native geniu»— it is our bounden 
duty to foster the plants our own soil has produced, and to 
place within our Churches those monuments of Art, which 
reflect honor on the patronage capable of appreciating the 
efforts of genius, 

J. P. J. 



^tcU»ia»tital^ntiq!aitit» of IBebon 



No. I. 
KENTON CHURCH. 



'to THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 

GA2BTTE. 

On Wednesday the 14tli July, 1824, 1 visited 
%he "Hght goodly church" (as Leland* calls it) of AU- 
Sainta, at Kenton. It was probably erected in the reign of 
King Edward HI. William Sleghe, of Kenton, in hiswill, 
( penes Majorem & Com. Exon) bearing date 26th May 
1^79, desired to be buried in the aislewhich he had newly 
erected there, "in ela quam ego ibidem de novo conBtruxi." 
The total length of the fabric is 140 feet; the breadth of the 
nave andaiales is42 feet ; the height of the tower is 100 feet; 
this tower was formerly adorned with 6 statues, 4 of which, 

♦ Vol. 3, Itinerary, p. 35. 
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under the pinnacles> have hitherto defied the approach of 
Iconoclasts. The four that graced the south porch have 
long since disappeared* 

On entering the Church itself, I was agreeably, struck 
with the correctness of the proportions, — ^with the beau- 
tiful style of the windows, — ^with the elaborate sculpture 
of the capitals of the seven arches on either side, — and 
with the general appearance of the structure. The pulpit 
has been exquisitively carved $ but is disfigured with patch- 
work, and fragments of the back part of the screen. 
Formerly its sides contained statues. Round the entrance 
gates of the chancel .XobaecacfifLthe sculptured figures of 
the twelve Apostles, and on the pannels below the open 
work of the gorgeous screen:, through the entire length, 
are preserved thepi^Pted figures of Saints, with numerous 
labels, wh^ch I shall attempt to explain. 

Beginning at the North side, I observed — 

1. St. Apollonia, Virgin and Martyr, with a tooth at 
the end of a pai^ of pincers, in allhsion to the legend of 
her teeth being beaten out. 

2. St. 4g^es, Virgin aiid Mar1;yr, ^itji ^ \fijah, 

3. A female Staint, with a guitar and bpok. Qu..St. 
Cecily?-,..- .. ;... .^ ....... • . • . . ^ . ., . . 

4. . St»Helena> with the .Latin cross. 
. 5i. St^ Anthony of Jlgypt, withr the pig. 

6, . St* . George treading on a Dragon, The Shield Ar- 
genJt|.Axri098J(iua3*terly^<xulea« , 

7>,JSts]Sdmuad, Kinged .Martyr, wil^ a quiver of 
■jprpws,. ,^ .,, .. . , » ,.,. ^, ,»..' , ^ ••■.-. ..J . ., 

. ^, Axxian.hPidiQg.A sceptre,, and. wearing, aplume of 
white feathers. 

Then commences Ihe Apostles' Creed, in pannels. Before 



escli flffticley at supposed* to-be dictated*' by an • Apostle^ 
the painter has introduced one of the ancient pro)>hets, 
bearish a label teferting' to the article. The prophetic 
worda are not accurately transcribed from the Vulgate in 
some cadeb. For the benefit of your readers Ishall' omit 
the abbreyiations. 

{* >. Jirtmkth, with a label> *" Paitm 4^M&W' tne/' 
chapter iii. verse 19- 
S.^St; Peter, " Credo in'Deum Pdirem Omnipotentem 
Creatorem/' ■''' '- 

r ' 3. Daniel, '* fUiut Aohmmw vMi)^." vii. IS. 

< 4. St. Andrew, ^' Et tn Jeium Chridtum filium ejus 
ijpmmt^!' ■ - ■ 'V .r 

r t 5. Isaiah, '*JS(Xi Virgo comsipitt JFiK«m/' irfi; 14/ 

< 6. St. James the Great, f Qui eoneepftu eHdiiSpiniH 
(. Saneta, natus ex Maria virgins." '• 

C .7. Zttidiariah, '^JkncvidMntpusmcoi^i^erwii" xS. 10. 

< 8. St. John, "Pasaua eat $ub PonHo PUato, -iimst- 
ijxus, mm!ti0Kg, et MptOiw." 

r 9. Osee, " Morsus tuu» ero, I^feme, Et in He teirtia 
1 «i«c»/aW/." xiii. 14.**Hvi. a. .;. ,:. . 

10.^r$^.,Tho|9#s, *^De8cendit q4 infiroo^'terUa Me re- 
surrexit" -; _-; . 

\ 12. St. James the Less, "Ascendil ad &bIo9, aedit a^. 
\ dexteram Patris," 



I 



,- 1. • . ■•• ■■• " "' ■" 



f 

* I say tuppsaedy for thoogh some BnBieni' writers lissert 
that the Apostles before theii^ dispersion to preach the gospel ' 
did inaiWdu^ contri&bte an artide to the Ci^e^' tvhich 'goes 
by their name, yet it is simply a matter pf^^piim^Uft Soe St,- 
Aagnstine in Sermone 11&> de tempore. Rumnus, m the expla- 
nation 5^ tb^ creed. St. Leo, letter 13, to the Empress* 

Pulcheria. 

c 2 
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r 13. Joel, "In viUleJosaphaijudicabiiomnes gentes." 

\ iii. 12. 

J 14. St. Philip, " Inde vmturus est judicare vivos et 

\fnortuo8." 

f 16. Aggaeus, " Spiritusmeus erit in medio vestrum," 

< ii. 6. 

I 16. St. Bartholomew, " Credo in Spiritum Sanctum/' 

r 17. Sophonias, " Qtwe est eivitas ghriosa habitans in 
J cof^dentia,*' ii. 15. 
J 18. St. Matthew, " Sanctam Ecclesiam, Sanctorum 

V communionem .*' 

C 19. Malachi, "Etcum odio hahueris dimitte" ii. 16. 

\ 20. St. Simon, " Remissionem Peccatorum," 

r 21. Ezekiel, " Susdtahd tiU" an allusion, 

1 as I take it, to the resurrection of the dry bones in the 
J 37th chap, of that Prophet. 

(^ 22. St. Thadee, or Jude. " Carms B/esurrectiwMm." 
f 23. Abdias, *^i erit Domino regnum sempitemim," 

5i. 21. 

^ 24. Matthias, " Et vitam (Btemam" Asaen. 

After follow eight other figures. • 

1. St. Lawrence, with the gridiron. 

2. St. Barbara, Virgin and Martyr, with a tower. 

3. St. Stephen, holding a stone. 

4. A female Saint, whose head has been very lately 
daubed with paint. 

5. The blessed Virgin crowned as Queen of Martyrs, 
and bearing the sword. Luke ii. 35. 

6. St. Mary Magdalen, with the Alabastrum. 

7. St. Dorothy bearing flowers. 

8. St. Catharine of Alexandria, holding a book, her neck 
pierced through with a sword. 

CURIOSUS. 



ANTIQUinXS. 

No. 11. 
KENTON CHURCH. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLTMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

A SECOND visit to Kenton has confirmed me 
in my admiration of its stately Church. What a con- 
trast did it form with the squat, puffed-out, and staring 
novelty in West Teignmouth, which I had seen just be- 
fore ? I trust the people of Kenton will take an honest 
pride in the preservation of such an ornament to their 
parish, of such a model of architectural taste to the 
surrounding country — that ibey wi9 duty ' respect that 
rubric in the Book of Common Prayer, " The Chanceli 
$haU remain as they have done in times past," and will 
never suffer the hand of innovation to remove or disfi- 
gure their present magnificent Screen. 

Adam de Lylle, or Lylbom, Vicar of Kenton, by will 
dated 10th Sept. 1406, left certain books, a surplice, and 
408. to this Church, with money for the parish poor ; as 
also a Processionale (or a book containing the psalms, 
hymns, antiphons, and prayers, usually sung or said in 
processions) to the neighbouring church of Powderham. 

The Church-house in this parish was formerlygiven, by 
whom or when I know not, for the maintenance of a 
Chantry Priest, ad sustentationem CapeUani celebrare in 
ecclesia parochiaU de Kenton. King Edward VI. on 
July 8, 1550, granted his house to Wm. Morrice and 
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Edward Izacke^ Esquires, who sold it the next day ta 
Giles Kaylway, of Berry Pomeroy, Esq. of whom Sir 
Peter Courtenay purchased it on the - 26th of 
the following September. His son and heir, Carew 
Courtenay, Esq. on the 15th April, 1559^ conveyed it to 
the feoffees of Kenton parish. 

Mr. Lysons, p. 300, part 2, Devonshire, asserts that 
"the Reirtory, Manor, and Great Tithes belong to the 
Dean and Chapter of Windsor, who are patrons to the vi- 
9^Ag?r"t •.Thl»,must.&uxely be fti&istakefor Salisbury, to 
iy:hich cathedral. Kenton has been a Prebend «t least from 
.t[he jeign of Henry IL* At therequest <»f his foibtiiler ^ch- 
acd the Earl of Cornwall, Henpy ill; gl-anted to tlie m^n 
of Kenton a:market andfoir onthe feast <of Ail Saintsif' 

-^ I'..-' ' '.• - '-^-CURIOSUS-..'^ 

No. III. 

Sy. MARY MAJOR'S CHUItCH. or Sr. MARY 
, , , THE, MpIffi'S. EXETER ; 

, , TO THE Epi^lL OFTBIb B;qST|^. ANQ. I^LVMOWJS.;. 

GAZETTE. , 



,1,\V 



I BEIilEVE this'Churdi is so called, to distinguish 
it from the other Clmrch6d in Exetier, that'ar^' 'dedS<6ttted 




f Was not Jdiin' Halse, S. t . B. feducatetf'at Ex6ter CoL 
Pxford, and afterw^MrdSf Bishop^ of LicMeld > and . CoT«atiif > »^ 
native of Kenton Parish ? See p. 105. 1. 2. Hiiit. and Antiq- 



Uaiv; Oxefn; 
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to Our Lady, or to designate the superior extent of the 
parish. Its once lofty tower, perhaps coeval ¥rith the 
Conquest, was so remarkable that in some ancient deeds 
the church itself is intitled Sanctoi Marias de TVrre. 
During a stormy night, in October, 1501, when the Prin- 
cess Catharine of Arraigon lodged at the Deanery, the 
weathercock oil the summit of the tower so disturbed and 
alarmed her Highness, that it was ordered to be taken 
down. ' The spire, " a very decent and beautiful monu- 
ment," (for it IS so described in the Act Books of the 
Corporation) having fallen greatly into decay, it was agreed 
on 18th August, 1568, that io put it in substantial repair, 
the sum of £60 should, within the space of two years, be 

levied on the citizens at large. Ja another storm, A. D- 
1580, the 'weathercock, which had been replaced, was- 

blown off, ** and 'not long after the whole steeple was 

I. ' 

pulled dovvn also.*' (Hoker's MS.)"' Hie tower was 
considerably lowered in 1768. ' ' 

When 'the' ctelebrated Latliiier visited !Exeter, in June,. 
1534, '*he preached," '6a:ys Hoket-, '" to a very crowded 
audience: amongst his hearers was the Lady Margaret 
Bouglfites, the king's niece. Afterwards he preached in 
the€%ai^crjyottw,.whifchrwas theii standing in St. Petet's 
cemetery, out of which house was a pulpit in the North 
wall towards the Churchyards At this sermon the audi- 
tory was. marvellous great and jattentive* About the- 
middle of this sermon, Thomas Carew'c|,E^!qL*fb0i4g adver- 
tised, came to the same, and h^ not digesting it 
ApprpacJ^ied an^ drew near the pulpit, a^d then broached 
out his intemperate speeches against the preacher, callihg 
^lum hereUc^cknaiTQ^ and bade him coiaef down, or else he 
swore he vrould pull him by the ears, and- 'do to hirai I 
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cannot tell what. But Latimer* proceeded and made an 
end of his sermon; butMr.Carewe receiving small thanks, 
when the King was advertised thereof." 

On the 16th August, 1692, the Mayor and Corporation 
Very liberally bestowed three trees, out of Duryard wood, 
on the Church for repairs, '* and hanging up the bells in 
ihe tower, being all new cast.*' 

Formerly some chapels must have been contiguous and 
dependent on the Church ; for Bishop Quivil, in January 
1283, instituted William de Newton **ad vicariam Ecclesue 
B, MaricB Mqjoris Exon, tarn ipsius Ecdesia Beata Maritt 
quam CapeUarum eidem adjacenttum/' 

I have seen Speke's grant to this Church, 7th January, 
1268, of two shillings annuity, issuing from his house in 
Preston-street, Exeter, towards the expenceof wax lights. 
In Agnes de Woodleigh's will, bearing date March, 1348, 
mention is made of the altar of St. Thomas the Martyr, 
with a provision for a perpetual obit. Andrew Lapflod,t 
a Rector of the Churchy by his will in 1372, was a benefac- 
tor of four pounds* and an embossed silver cup. Robert 
Lingham, another of its rectors, desires, in his will, 6th 
March, 1427^ to be buried before the altar of St. Appol- 



* As a proof of the coarse and bitter intolerance of the times, 
this very Latimer, in his public disputation with John Forrest 
the Franciscan, was clamorous for sending his opponent to the 
stake. Let him be burnt — ^let him be burnt. " Comburatur, 
comburatm\" was his cry. See Hist. Minor F. F. Minorum, 
by Francis Davenport, p. 42. fol. 1665. Duaci. 

t Folio 36 of Raster of St. John's Hospital kre memoran- 
dums transcribed from St. Sidwell's Missal, A> D. 1356. 
Amongst others, A. D. 1372, this Andrew Lapflod ** dedit et 
legavit Costodi Luminis See. Sativole 11 suUonesterre jaceutes 
retro Eoclesiam." 
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Ionia, in the belfry x)f blessed Mary Major, and leaves 40s. 
for the repair of the tower. 

The nave of the present fabric is very respectable, and 
may have been erected in the reign of King Edward III. 
The sculptured representation of St. Laurence's martyr- 
dom, on the outward wall of the Chancel, was probably 
fixed there at a comparatively recent period. No part of 
the church was named after St. Laurence. I cannot close 
my remarks on the church without commending' the 
parishioners for their attention to the fabric. 

CURIOSUS. 



No. IV. 
CHUDLEIGH- 



VO TJpB EDITOR OP THE EXXTSB AND PLTMOUTR 

GAZBTTS. 

1 H£ first mention that I find of Ckudleigh, as 
belonging to the See of Exeter, is in a deed of Bishop 
Bartholomew (between the years 1161 and 1184) wherein 
he grants the profits arising frcmi the bark of his woods 
there, to the Leper-houae of St. Mary Magdalene, in 
Exeter. 

The Church of Chudleigh forms the subject of a deed of 
John, Bishop of Exeter, between the years 1186 and 

1191. 

The Parish Church, under the patronage of St. Martin, 
though at various tknes since partially altered, was dedi- 
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cated^yfip. firbnesfcombe* on the 6th November, t25^^ 
It now consists of a Chancel> Nave^ South Aisle, Nor^ 

Transept, and a Tower, which contains six harmonious 

• . ... • • • . . ■ 

bells. The greatest length of the Edifice in the interior, 
as we foiind by actual measurement, is 128 feet, and the 
greatest breadth 56 feet. In the South Aisle stood .for- 
metly the Altar of the Virgin Mary, before which Thomas 
Taylor, a Canon of Crediton Church, desired by his last 
will and testament to be buried. For the use of the said 
altar he bequeathed a silver chalice. The will, proved 
15th December, 1452, may be seen in Bishop Lacy's. 
Register. 

In the North Aisle, co mm o nly calle d Hunt's Aisle, ]C* 
observed the Arms of Bishop Lacy let into the East wall;, 
vii. three Shroveller's heads erased. This Venerable 
Prelate died at Chudleigli Palaeef 1 Stir September, 1455^ 

Your readers are aware that the Rectory of Chudleigb 
was annexed to tiie Precentorship of Exeter Cathedral by^ 
Bp. Qjoivil, on 8th July 1282.t i%e Pr««6ntor Vrosal^ 
provided with a house and Certain lands at Ugbrooke, in 
this parish, by the liberality of the Bishops. " Precentor 



* His Register shews how numerous wecethci Churches^: 
which he dedicated, tn a single year (1268) he' dedicated no 
less thcu^ forty in Devon and Cornwallt ' ' 

f This Palace was a favourite Residence of our Bishops^ 
before the RefdrmaUoh. In its Episcop^ CHapel, dedicated to 
St Michael, many Ordinations wereholden. 

X From folio 239, vol 1, Stafford's Register, we_lean;i thi^t 
this Pffelat&confinned a former inninctbB of BishopGrandison, 
that two thirds of the expencespf repairing,- the .Cnancel, were- 
to be defrayed by the Precentor'; tlie other third by the Vicar 
for the Ume being. 

N. B. The Perpetuity of this Rectory was. granted Jby Charles 
II. oil 14th April 1^ to Thos. lord €HfforB, Baroll'bf Chud- 
leigh, and J^ h^iis , mal^» Pftyi^g .^6^2 p^.. annum to thft 
Precenfbr. 
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habet ex concessione predecessorum nostronim suo oftdo 
unitas Ecclesias de Paygnton & Chuddelegh, cum Maaso 
ct. Terns apud Ugbroke." 2d. Vol. Veysey's Reg. On 
7th January, 3d year of his reign, K. Edward VI. granted 
a licence under the Great Seal, to Bp. Veysey, to alienate 
"totum ilium Burgum suum de Chudleigh^ ac totumillud 
Manerium, Dominicum ac Parcum suum de Chudlei^/' 
as also the Lime Rock, unto Thomas Brydges, Esq* 

We read in the Register of Bishop Stapledon, that the 
Rental of the Manor to the See of Exeter in 1308, was 
£17 4s. 5|A. ; that the Fulling Mill of the New Town of 
Chudleigh, Molendinum fuUaticum de novo Burgo de 
Ckuddekgh, paid 20s. per an.; that it was optional for tile 
Bishop to receive from the Manor at Christmas, either 
the sum of twelve pence, or 24 woodcocks. This Prelate, 
with a view of increasing the prosperity of the New Thwn 
of Chudleigh, in the year 1309> procured for it of his 
^vereign Edward II. a Market and Fair. Amongst other 
lands which he purchased towards the maintenance of his 
obit* as stated in his Ordinance, dated 2d March, 1321, 
we observe Waddene, lying in this parish, is enumerated. 
Bp. Lacy, already mentioned^ on 27th March 1447« ap> 
pointed his Valet, Edward PjnTT, td be keeper of his park 
here, and Bailiff of the Manor of Chudleigh, with a salary 
of twelve pence a week. 

On the 14th April, 1673, K. Charles II. confirmed to 
the Lord Treasurer Clifford, and his heirs male, the per- 
petuity of the Rectory of Chudleigh; but with the obliga- 
tion of paying £42 per annum, to the Precentor of £xet«r. 



* See fol. 170 of his Register. 
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J<^lin Hunt, on IQtli Aprils 1683, in consideration of £l6o 
taken from the parish chest, conveyed the Advowson of 
Oinidleigh to certain persons, who declared by deed of the 
same date, that the conveyance had been made to them 
in trust and confidence, that within four months after the 
avoidance of the Vicarage, they should publish on two 
several Sundays a notice for the meeting of the parish- 
ioners holding lands there rated at £6 per annum, and 
by the majority of them a Vicar was to be chosen and 
nominated. Pursuant to these conditions, on the death 
of file then Vicar, Rev. Edward Northmbre, in Oct. 1687, 
Nicholas Battersby was instituted his successor on 10th 
Feb. following, on the presentation of John Coysh, John 
Cfaolwich, Giles Inglett, Christopher Hellier, John 
Langley, and James Rennell, trustees of the said advowson. 
We are happy to learn that the Parochial Hegisters of 
Chudleigh are complete from the year 1558. 

CURIOSUS. 



No. V. 
HEAVITREE. 



TO TRB EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 

QAZETTB. 

The Church of St. Michael, at Heavitrec, 
was appropriated, we believe, to the Cathedral of Exeter 
by Pope Eugenius III. in the year 1152. The present 
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faliric measures 82 feet long by 43 broad* in the interior; 
but is much too small for so populous and wealthy a 
parish. It consists of a chancel^ a nave communieatiqg 
by four arches with a north and south aisle* and of a 
tower with four modem beUs. On entering the south 
porch the eye rested on a fragment of an ancient graxrc- 
stone, "Hie jacet Johes Ford:" proceeding forward, 
another inscription presented itself — "Hie jaoet Jc^ies 
Vener qui obiit xvii dieJulii Anno Domi millimo ecccczxvii 
Cujus anime propicietur Deus."— -^Soon after^ " Orate pro 
aia Dni Johis Legh Presbyteri."— •" Hie jacet Hugo L^gh 
qui obiit scndo die Augusti, An® D'. M® V xxxvi, cuj* 
anime propicietur De^ Ame/' — ^Two other fragments bore 
" Unhome et Alic. ux. et Elizabeth ux ej^/' and " Cms 
civitat. Exon, qui obiit viii die Sept." InstructiYe me- 
mentos of mortality^ and of human forgetfulness \^ 

The great eastern window displays little symmetry with 
the rest of the fabric. It is comparatively model a. 
Indeed the chancel has experienced alterations ; and if the 
attentive observer will examine the north side from the 
Church-yard, he will trace about 8 feet of the ancient 
wall, with a lancet window now blocked up. 

Several years ago the Screen was removed : a part of it 
is still to be seen in the North Aisle, representing in pan^ 



* On what authority does Mr. Pol^kele, p. 23, stflte the 
Church to be 98 feet lon^ and 65 feet wide. 

f John de Bumbam, Vicar of this Parish, in April 1283, grant- 
ed to Hemy de Colecote a house in Smythen-Street, Exeter, but 
with a rent charge to St Mary Steps Church, of 3d. ftonaidlv, 
and a rose to himself, his heirs, or assigns, at Midsummer. The 
seal appendant to the deed penes Cust. Coi. Pres. Vicar, is per- 
fect. It represents the Virgin and Child, most graceniUy 
formed : the inscription is MATER DEI MEMENTO MEI, 
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the legend of St. Donstan and the Devils of St. Agaths 
with a sword through her breasts* and of St. Catharine 
of Alexandria. In the spandril of the first arch of the 
North Aisle the Conrtenay Arms are distinctly visible. We 
were not a little surprised and pleased at the boldness 
and sharpness of the carving of the Capitals of the Rllars 
and the Font, which Mr. Polwhele describes as clumsyi 
rude, and uncouth. We could wish that the workmtinsliip 
of the Gallery, as also of the Altar-piece erected in the 
time of Bp. Offspring Blackall, between 1708 and I7l6, 
was equally creditable. That the registers cf baptism, 
marriages and buriald^ of the parish, prior to the year 
1653, are no longer extant, * is much to be regretted. 

Our readers are aware that the churches* of St. Sidwell 
and St. David are dependent onHeavitree. From time im- 
memorial the manor of St. Sidwell belonged to the church 
of Exeter. The first mention that I have Ibund of St. 
Davids Church is in a mandate of Bp. Marshall, between 
1194 and 1206. It occurs again in fol. 45, of Brones- 
combers Register, Anno 1270, and in fol. 245, vol. 2, 
Stafford's Register, 29th March, 1401 : it was rebuilt in 
1541, when Veysey was Bishop of Exeter. 

We have often met with St, Ckmenfa Chapel near the 
river Exe, and with St. Eligius or Eloy*9 (Mr. Polwhele 
calls it Elidius) near Wonford village. The former is 
mentioned in a Deed as early as the time of Simon de 
Apulia's Episcopate, between the years 1214 and 1223 : I 



* lliey were probably lost during the sMuestration of the 
Viemr, Rev. Wm. Banks. See p. 192, part of Walter*8 Sufferings 
of the Clergpy. 
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believe it was disused in 1536, and dismantled in 157^* 
The latter is first mentioned in Bp. Brantynham's Re- 
gister, on 1st April, 1387: at the instance of Henry Tirell 
and Jane his wife> that Bishop licensed the perfonnanct 
of divine worship, "in capella Sci Eligii infra mansionem 
eonmdem de Woneford." It was 40 feet long, and 22 
broad, with three very graceM lancet windows on either 
side, widely diverging in the interior. That excellent 
artist, Mr. John Kendall> has made a measured drawing 
of this interesting structure for Pitman JoneS) Esq. 

Within this parish stood the Chapel of St Atme * lh« 
history of which we cannot satisfactorily traee. We 
must say the same of the Chapel at Livery Dolep the firat 
mention of which I find in a Deed of the 7th year of 
Edward the First's reign, 1st Aug. 1279* It was pro- 
bably a Chantry supported principally by Doles or Mwb, 
when Prayers were offered for the souls of the criminak 
executed here. The foundation of the present Alms-house 
is antedated a full century in p. 112 of the last edition of 
Risdon's Survey, and the m^t of finishing this commtBd- 
able work is ascribed to Sir Robert Dennis' son, Thomas. 
Prince, in his blundering style, assigns the honor of the 
fbundation, p. 290 of Worthies of Devon, to Sir Robert's 
iather, who had died thirty years before. Had these 



W^m 



* St. Anne's Chapel is mentioned, as also Livery Dole, in 
the Act of Parliament, A. 1437, concerning St. Sidwell's Fee. 
N. B. William Cudtoore, of St. Sidwell's, weaver, on 18tk 
August, 1698, broke into the Hospital or Chapel of St. Anne, 
over the orchard wall, and getting upon the top of one of the 
houses there, and thence proceeding to the chapel bell, by 
force and violence threw it to the ^ound. The Dean and 
Chapter, as Governors, and Owners ot the Chapel, brouglit a» 
action for the trespass. 

d2 
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writers but taken the trouble to examine the monumental 
tablet over the entrance of the Almshouse, they would 
have discovered the truth : — 



These Almsehouses were 
Founded by Sr Robt. Denis 

Knight in March 1591 
and finished by Sr Thomas 

Denis his Brother in 1594 



At Michaelmas 1764, the late John Baring, Esq, pur- 
chased, for the sum of £850, the Messuage and Tenement, 
fbhnerly called or known by the name of Livery Dole, 
hiii of late ParJchotise, consisting of a dwelling-ho\ise, 
« small garden, a barn, and two closes commonly 'known 
by the name of Livery Dole Park, and Noble Mead, Ctm- 
taining about 12 J acres, lying and being partly in Ifeavi- 
tree, and partly in St. Leonard's parish. 

A high chief rent of Id. foi* and hi respect of 
Hvefy Dole Hospital, is payable to the Lord of Heavitree 
Manor. 

John Kelly, Esq. son of Oliver Kelly, Esq. the Lord 
of Heavitree, granted a spot of ground 11th Sept. 1516, 
fw: the erection of the Chufch-house. 

Duck's Almshouse, in this parish, for 4 poor persoi^, 
was founded by Richard Duck, of Mount Radford, Esq. 
In 1589, he purchased the ground for the erection of the 
building, and conveyed the same to Trustees, by his deed, 
25th Nov. 1603. 

From John Hbker's MS. we learn that one Thomas 
fienet, A. M. a native of Cambridge, but settled at Grreat 
Torrington, as Schoolmaster, for about seven y^ars before 
his death, was arrested for heresy in the Butcher's-row, 



1*^- 
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Exeter^ A. D. 1531, and "«oon aftw burnt at lAvery Dole, 
then the accustomed place of execution." The account of 
this tragical event was written by Hoker himself for 
Fox's Book of Martyrs. We believe that the place of 
execution was removed the y«ar following to Ringswell : 
as we read in the same MS. that " in 1532 John Wolthe- 
man was executed as a traitor at RingsweU, who being 
given to blindly prophesying did interpret and apply them 
to the King." The burying place at Ringswell was blest 
by Bishop Turbeville. Over the entrance gate is now le- 
gible the following inscription : 

" March 8, 1557. This place was bless'd by Lord 
James, Bishop, given by Mr. John Peter, then Mayor, 
inclosed by Mrs. Joan Tuckfield, late the wife of Mr. John 
Tuckfield, some time Mayor of Exeter." 

We say now, for the Norwich Tourist, who visited 
Exeter in the summer of 1635, transcribed an inscription 
thus : — 

" 5to Marcii 1557. This place was bless'd by the Lord 
Bishop, given by Mr. John Peter, then Mayor, inclosed 
by the honest Matron Joan Tiickfield, whose soule Lorde 
pardon." — Landsdowne MSS. No. 213. 26. 

CURIOSUS. 
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No. VI. 
IDE, NBAft EXETER. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETEH AND PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

1 HE Clmrch is dedicated to St. Ida, a lady 
of illustrious birth, and widow of the Lord Egbert, a 
special favourite of Charlemagne, King of France and 
Emperor of the West. Her boundless charities and sanc- 
tity of life made her be considered as a luminary of the 
mfiint church of Germany. Before the middle of the ninth 
•entury, she passed to everlasting rest, and her feast was 
kept on the 4th of September. 

From time immemorial the Manor of Ide has belonged to 
the Church of Exeter. The parish is small, and its Church, 
cmbossomed amidst tufted trees, consists of a low Tower 
containing 4 bells, a Nave, and North Aisle. In length it 
measures in the inside about 68 feet, including the Tower; 
in breadth 27 feet. From the obtuse form of the Win. 
dows in the Nave, and from the portcullis and double 
rose in the bosses of the vaulting, we infer that it was 
built in the reign of Henry VII. The carving of the 
Screen is tolerable, but waits to be relieved of a burthcti 
of blue paint, which Mr. Polwhele, however, seems to 
admire.* Every visitor must have remarked with un- 



* " The Screen, blue and gold, shines in fresh colors/' p. 105, 
Hist Devon. 
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eisisiness, if not with terror, the decimation of the five 
arches from the perpendicular line, especially if viewed 
from the gallery. Indeed it is high time to rebuild this 
tottering fabric ; in its loss an antiquary can have little 
to regret. 

The gallery seems to have been erected soon after the 
restoration of K. Charles tl. In p. 103, Hist. Devon, 
Mr. Polwhele informs his readers, that the coats of asms 
in the front of the gallery, "chiefly of the Bishops and 
" Deans of Exeter, were much defaced, till by Mr. 
" Carrington's care they were restored to their pristine 
" honors," ! ! We conceive the eleven armorial bearings 
to be as follows :— 

1. — Bampjylde, — Or, on a bend gules, three mullets 
argent. 

2. — Hutchinson, — ^Per pale gul^s and azure; in' fess a 
lion rampant, arg. semee with 8 crossfets Or. 

3. — ^Arms of Co^^o».— -Argent, a bend sable between 
three pellets. 

4. — Rev. James Carrington, — Sable, a bend dexter ar- 
gent, charged with three lozenges. S. . 

5. — Dr, William Bulkr, — ^The arms of Dean of Exeter, 
viz. Azure, a stag's head caboched and ensigned with a 
cross pattee fitchy argent, impaled with, those of his 
family, which are sable, on a cross argent quarterly 
pierced, 4 eaglets displayed of the first. 

6. — Dr, Joseph Hall, Bishop of Exeter. — Sable, three 
talbots' heads erased, argent. 

7. — Rev, William Cotton, Ptecentor of Exeter. — Ar- 
gent, on a saltier azure, a fieuf de lis, Or>, impaled with 
the lEunily arms as above. 
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3. — Dr. Robert Hall, Treasurer of Exeter, and eldest 
son of Bishop Hall.*— Gules, a saltier engriuled between 4 
leopards heads. Or, impaled with the family arms. 

^. Azure, a cross flory arge&t between 4 

mullets. — Or. 

10. Barry, in chief. Or, 2 billets gules; sable, 

3 mullets ai^ent. 3d as 1. — 1th as 2 ; and 5th Or, 1 
billet gules. 

11. — Ridgeway. — ^Sable, two angels' wings conjoined, 
in fesse, argent» 

During the Commonwealth, William Satterly, A. M. 
was ejected from the vicarage of Ide* He survived the 
restoration of his Sovereign above twenty years, and was 
buried at St. Sidwells. See p. 354, part 2, Walker's 
Sufferings, We are indebted to the Rev. Precentor Bart- 
lam, for the information, that the Registers of Baptisms 
begin 30th July, 1653; Burials, 6th Nov. 1653; and 
Marriages 13th January after. 

The writer of the churchyard poetry must be a very 
humble votary of the Muses; but let the reader judge : — 

TO A LADY AGED 70. 

Thou dearest of all earthly Friends, 

Thou gift of God to me ; 
Thy lovely face on earth /»c*«*, 

No never more shall see. 



A PARENT TO HER CHILDREN 

Farewell, my children most dear. 
Weep not on me — ^the Shepherds feai 
Prepare for death, that you maybe 
In glory to eternity. 
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TO AN INFANT. 

Farewell, dear Babe, abort was thy stay, 
Thou looks' about and went thy way ; 
Thy Angels' face we did but see 
And soon we were depH^ed of thee. 

With patience to her Fate she did submit. 
And Murmured not at what — 
The Lord thought Fit. 



No. VII. 



IDEPQRD, FORMERLY YUDDEFORD, or 

EDDFORD. 



TO THB EDITOR OF THE EXETER AJXD PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

Mr. Polwhelb faas hardly condescended to 
mention this parish, lying in the Deanery of Moreton and 
Hundred of Teignbr idge. It is smaiU indeed, and consists 
of one manor only. 

The Chnrcli is dedicated to the Btessed Virgin. To 
every observer it must be evident, that the Chuicel is con- 
-siderably more ancient than the Nave and North Aisle. 
In the East Window may be seen the arms of Pouiet, 
sable, tbf ^ swords in pile argent, the hilts or. About 
one third of the rich carved roof of the Nave has hitherto 
escaped the despoiling hand of innovators. The North 
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Aisle, connected with the Nave by two plain obtase 
Arches, was probably erected in the reign of Henry VI. 
and may have been a Chantry founded by the Arundells, 
whose arms, argent, six swallows sable, appear in one of 
the windows. We learn fromfol. 20 of Bishop Nevill'g 
Register, that, in October 1463, an agreement was made 
between John Arundell, Esq. the Lord of a Moiety of 
Ideford Manor, and Sir William Paulet, Knt. the Lord of 
the other Moiety, that the parties should alternately 
present to the living. At the lower end of the Chantry 
stands the Baptismal Font. It is an octagon, ornament- 
ed with the quatrefoil. • 

The Tower, 60 feet high, contains three bells, two of 
which have ancient Latin inscriptions ; but I was not 
able to get round to decipher the whole. The communion 
plate belonging to this little Church is respectable. The 
large silver gilt flagon was the gift of a Lady Martyn, (Q. 
Agnes Cove, the Mother of Elizabeth, wife of the Lord 
Treasurer Cliflford.) On the cover of the silver cup is en- 
graved a double rose, with this inscription : — 
" The Parish of Eddford, 1576." 

The earliest date of the Ideford Registers is 1543; but 
they are " in a very mutilated state." 

In the Church-yard is an altar tomb, to the memory of 

Humphry Borrington, Oent. who died in 1580, and left a 

charge of 20s. per annum, on his estate of Lower Hays^ 

in Ideford, to be distributed every Good Friday, on his 

tomb, to the poor. He may have remembered the doh$ 

8& very usually given at obits, and anniversaries by his 

Catholic ancestors. His bequest is faithfully complied 

with. 

CURIOSUS. 
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No. VUL 

KENNE. 



TO THK SPITO& 09 THB BXETBR AND PLTMQVtH 

GAZETTE. 

1 HE Manor of Kenne was attached to the 
Barony of Oakhampton^ I believe^ by William the Con- 
queror. The first time that I meet with its Church, is in 
the reign of Stephen^ when William de Avenel> the hus- 
band of Emma, second daughter of Baldwin de Brioniis, 
granted it to Plympton Priory ; but it was shortly after 
restored to the above-mentioned barony^ For above 300 
years previous to the Reformation, the Courtenays enjoyed 
its advowson. The last of the family but one, before that 
memorable epoch, who presented to the living, was Ca- 
tharine, daughter of King Edward IV. and relict of Wm. 
Earl of Devon. She is described in Bishop Oldam's 
register, 21st Dec. 1517> as being Countess of Devon, and 
the daughter, sister, and aunt of Km^," adjpreseniationem 
Katharifue, Comtisaa DevonuB, FUice, Sororta, et AmUi 
RegtmJ* Her son Henry,createdMarquess of Exeter, 18th 
June, 1525, experienced the usual fate which King Henry 
VIII. reserved for his favourites and nearest relations : 
he was attainted* on the last day of December, 1538, and 



* A conBidierabil^ share of the Marquess's possessions in Devon 
feU to Edward Sevmour, Duke of Somerset On 16th July, 
1547, he obtainea from lus royal nephew the grant of w 
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beheaded on the 9th of the following January. Lord 
Herbert could not discover the particular offence of this 
accomplished and unfortunate Nobleman. Cardinal 
Pole attributes his fall to the hatred which his 
despotic Sovereign cherished against virtue and nobility : 
''oc^tttfii TJfrannt in vtrtutenk etnobUitatem:" andunquestion- 
ably the history of his reign too well justifies this opinion. 

The Clhurch, dedicated to St. Andrew, is delightfully si- 
tuated, and the ascent to it, by a flight of steps,; gives it a 
commanding appearance. It consists of a Chancel, aNave^ 
opening into a North tmd South Able by arches of very 
remote antiquity, and a substantial Belfry once containing 
5 bells, one of which lies now in the loft in shattered 
fragments. Unless I mistake, the present Vestry was the 
ancient Courtenay Chantry, Cantaria CapelLsDni Hugoma 
de Courtenay apud Ken, (fol. 82, Reg. Stapledon) Cantariam 
Sci, Johis, Evangelists in Manetio deKen: <fol. 96. vol, 3, 
Reg. Grandisson.) . 

On .entering tlie Churd^ I was agreeably surfurised: at 
seeing so many of the old and solid praying-benches> some 
of which are beautifully carved. In pvery respect ttey 
are better calculated to inspire devotion and a sense of 
humility in the presence of that Supreme Being, befc^e 
whom all his creatures sre equal, than towering and over-' 
grown.pews*. Andwho will say -that their simple form.) 



MaaoDrsof PlyiXKMxyii and Exminster, the town and castle of 
Plympton, and tne hundreds of Flympton and Enmnster* Six 
dajrs later he'had a 'further grant of Topsham Manor, with its 
fair. Whoever reads the Act of the Parliament, held at West- 
minster 4th Nov. 34 year of Edward VI. and continued by 
prorogation till 4th #eb. follomng, will be astome^ed at tihe 
Dnke^ft aocMDlila^dn^of property m Devbn^ire. 
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does fkot hamiomze better with the faibiie, than boxed' of 
every shape aad color ? 

The length of the inside- of ^e Church tb the belfry 
door is 72 feet; and including the belfry ^8 feet : the 
breadth of the fabric is 36 feet and a half. 

In the east window of the chancel I observed the Anns 
of King Athehtan. Per saltier gules and azure on a 
mound, a (»ross botony crowned. Or. 

Anns of -the Kingdom of the Ecut AUgles, Azure, 
three crowns Or. 

Arms of Courtenay repeated. 

' Arms. Holland. Azure, a lion argent crowued, between 
six fleurs des lis argent. 

The' Screen seems to be an hunlble imitation of the Ohe 
at Kenton. Unfortunately the greater part is blocked 
up with tasteless pews : we can trace, however, the figures 
of SS. Andrew, James, Johii, Thomas, and Lawrence. 
The portraits on the entrance doors of the Chancel nU^y 
be intended for the four doctors of the Latin Church, St. 
Jerome as a Cardiiial, SS. Aiilbrode and Augustine, and St. 
Gregory the Great. In the South Aisle' the subjects are 
tolerably distinct, such as the Crucifixion of our Lord, the 
Blessed Virgin, with the label, Ecce AndtUt Dni, St. Sid- 
well, with her head and scythe, the four Evangelists, "St. 
Seholastica with her dove, titie legendid-y story of al^t. 
Veronica, St. Mary Magdalene** with the &lat)ildti1iln/and 
St. Catharine of Alexandria with the sword and wh^el. 

In the north and in the South Aisle was formerly an 



* Edward L granted to Kennefora A J). 1299, a fiiir for two 
days fer the Festival of St. Mary Magdalen. 
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Altar. The Pisdna* in the latter remains uninjurecT; 
and some stained glass contains the figure of St. Michael 
and the Dragon, SS. Mary Magdalene and Barbara^ and 
the arms of Courtenay^ 

The Font we consider as singulaarly beautifuL It is of 
Porbeck Marble, square in form, supported in the centre 
by a solid circular column, surrounded in the angles by 
others of slender proportion. The sculpture is simple 
indeed : two sides of the Font bear six circular arches : 
the two other sides have semi-circles invevted* 

Directing our observation to the Gallery, which judging 
tom the arms of Bp. Cotton, was erected in the reign of 
James I. we counted 22 armorial bearings^ some of which 
our imperfect knowledge of Heraldry will not entitle us 
to explain. Be^nning with the south side we conceive the 
4th panel to contain the Arms of Northmore ; 5, Bamp- 
fyider 6, Short, of Bickham^ 7, Clack, the late rector ; 
8, Waltham, sable a chevson, between 3 suns, argent; 9r 
Courtenay ; 10, Russels, as Earls of Bedford ; 11, Bour-* 
' diiers. Earls of Bath ; 12, See of Exeter impaled widi 
Cotton ^13, Palks, of Haldon house ; -14, Ley, of Trehill; 
15, Brideaux, of Netherton,, created baronets in X622> ; 16, 
Prideaux. — ^N. B. The Prideaux family held the patronage 
of Kenne during the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 17> Hele^ 
18, Reynells; 19, Tothill ; 20, Fielding; 21, Hunt, of 
Chudleigh ; 22, Oxenham. 

In the ^acious Churchyard we observed the base of the 
^d cross, and a venerable yew tree, coeval perhaps with 



* ''• Piscina a comu Epistolie quo ablationesprojiciebant. 
273} Vol 1| CanceUieri aeSecr^taiio Basilicae Vaticanje^'* 



the church itself. On the south side of the fabric^ a 
great quantity of earth should be removed and the trench 
continued* 

David Hensley (who had been admitted Rector of 
Kenne 25th Aprils 1533) purchased in 1552 of Giles 
Kaylwaye, Esq. and William Leonard* of Taunton, an 
estate in Kenne parish called Lampkmd, which the 
Courtenays may have originally granted to furnish lights 
for the Chantry. The purchase deed Was enrolled in the 
Common Pleas at Easter term, anno sexto Edwftrdi VI. 
The said rector tharged the estate with a perpetual 
annuity of 208. to Grendon's Alms-house in Exeter. 

About 140 acres in this parish are attached to the Pre- 
bend of Carttoell, one of the four Prebends founded in the 
chapel of the B. V. Mary * in the Castle of Exeter. 

The Registers of this parish (as lam informed by its 
worthy Rector, Rev. Hsnry Ley, who has been most 
liberal in communicating information,) begin A. D. 1538. 
Those for baptisms and burials are complete to this date, 
but there is an interruption in the one for marriages from 
1667 to 1695. It appears from the title page and 
the sameness of the style of writing, that a copy was 
made in 1598, of the preceding years, which forms the 
present Register for that time. 



• Without sufficient consideration an assertion is occasion- 
ally hazarded that Uiis prebendal chapel in Exeter Castle was 
exempted from Episcopal visitation. It is very certain, however^ 
that Bp. Stapledon made his visitation of it in 19tn January 
1311— and that Bishop Lacy, On 26th Aug. 1438, issued a com- 
mission **ad inftrirendum de et super defectibu* in Prabenda dp 
Cntton.** 



£2 
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No. IX. 

St. THOMAS'S CHURCH, near EXETER. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 
, . OAZETTEh r ■ i> • • • - 

The history of this Church involves little 
difficulty. . IJntil 15th October, 12eil, the inhabitants of 
Cowick had no Parish Priest, to do duty for them, bvt 
used to attend divine service in the Conventual Church of 
St. Andrew. At this time the increasing population 
Inquiring the constant assistance of a Clergyman, the 
Prior and Monks of. Cowick presented one Henry, for 
institution to Bp. Bronescombe, who readily consented ; 
and in coAsideration of the slender income of the Monas- 
tery ?ind the noble hospitality exercised by the commu- 
nity, " fructuum ipsius ecclesise tenuitate et monachorum 
ipsorum, qui in eo loco ingentem exercent hospitalitatem," 
the Bishop merely required of the Prior to provide a 
decent Manse for the Vicar, with a salary of five marks 
per annum. In a Chapel dedicated to St. Thomas, Abp. 
of Canterbury, situated on the western extremity of Exe 
bridge, the Vicar for the time being continued for a cen- 
tury and a half to perform aH parochial functions, with 
the exception of burial ; for all interments in this interval 
were confined to the cemetery of St. Michael's Chapel, 
lying just without the Priory gate. The Chapel of St. 
Thoinas, v.ith the bridge itself, having been Wept away 
by an imlndation, at the commencement of the fifteenth 
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century, John Bourgeanyll, the Prior of Cowick> gave and 
granted a sufficient spot of ground in tHrihay for the 
erection of a Church, with an adjoining Cemetery. ' It is 
described (fol. 287« vol. !2, Regist. Btatford) as being a 
central situation and distant from t^e river. On Tuesday, 
4th Oct. 1412^ Bishop l^tafford ' consecrated this sacred 
Edifice under'the title of St. Thomas the Martyr, and the 
Cemetery on the dayfoTlowirig.* ' 

Hie present fabric is a respectable building, and has 
been lately enlarged, yet Httle improved, by the eitension 
of the North Aisle. In length it measures in the clear *J7 
feet and a half, and in breadth, 48. The Nave opens 
into the North Aisle by 5 arches, and into the South 
Aisle by arches, bf which the most eastern Sa a 
double arch. In the North Wall of the Chancel we 
observe the arms of Petre, of Hays^ in this parish. 
John Petre, younger brother of the celebrated Sir 
Wm. Petre, purchased Hays, and left it to his son 
William who died 30th April, I6i4. William left it to 
his son Sir Geo. Petre, bf Tor Newton, Knt. who sold 
it to Wm. Gould, of Exeter, Esq. ' This gentleman, 
by will, dated 20th May, 1632, gave £l2 per annum, 
charged on his Estate called Hays, in this parish^ 

for the use of the Poor. He died 23d December^ 1635. 
Biy Elizabeth, daughter of Moses Gould, of Crediton, Esq. 

it parsed, in 1739, to her husband, James Buller, of 

Downes, Esq. 

In the Tower, 60 feet high, are six harmonious bells* 



* The parishioners who subscribed the document in the 
re^ster, were John Alkebome, Vicar, Richard Hokuad, John 
Ffloyer, John Bryton, John Kyte, John FwrthehuU»> Hugb 
Benyn, William Cnedder, Peter node. 
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On its summit was executed a quondam Vicar, the Rev< 
Robert Welshe, in August, 1549. In addition to his 
crime of Rebellion, Hoker has thought proper to charge 
him with ingratitude to his patron ; yet, living on the 
spot, and witnessing the proceedings, Hoker ought to 
have known better, than to assert that Welshc " had 
been presented to the Vicarage of St. Thomas by Lord 
Russel, patron thereof:" the fact is, that he had been 
Vicar upwards of two years, "before the advowson came 
into the possession of that Nobleman. He was presented 
to the living by the Abbot and Convent of Tavistock, 9th 
March, 1536-7, on the death of the Rev, Joh^ Ruggc.* 
The Abbey of Tavistock was not dissolved until 2d of 
March, 1539: audit was only on 4th of July following 
its dissolution, that K. Henry VIII. granted to this new 
Peer the Church " in parochia Thome Beleket" The Vicar 
was abundantly guilty in fomenting and encouraging 
Rebellion, (as to the charge of persuading his flock to 
retain their ancient religion, that will be scouted by every 
genuine friend of liberty of conscience) and he richly de- 
served to suffer the severest punishment of the Law ; but 
it betrayed an ignoble and brutal mind in Lord Russell to 
authorise his own domestic servant, Barnard Duffeld, to 
hang his Chaplain in chains on the top of the Church, at- 
tired in his vestments and other insignia of office, and to 
suffer the body to remain suspended for a considerable 
period. 

The Gallery of the Church we conceive, from the arms 
ofBp. Lamplugh, to have been erected shortly before the 



% 
* P. 87, tol. 1, of Veyscy'fl Reg. 
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Revohition. In the 13 paimels we observed the shields 
of Merton or Seldon, Pate, Crsulock, Petre, Aclond, Gould, 
the Ro3^al Arms, Carewe, Gubbs, Copleston, see of Exeter 
tmpaled with Bp. Thbmas Lamplugh, Boiler, and North- 
more. 

The Registry of Baptisms commences in the year 1541, 
and is continued correctly to the time of the Civil Wars, 
when it seems to have been altogether suspended, or irre- 
gularly kept until the Restoration. No entry of buriaU 
occurs until 1554, from which time it appears to have 
been continued till a partial interruption took place during 
the Commonwealth. To the Venerable Vicar, the Rev. 
J. B. CopLESTON, Prebendary ofExeter Cathedral, the 
writer returns his grateful acknowledgments for his 
promptitude in furnishing information. 

In your literary journal of 24th July, we pointed out * 
the mistake of a received opinion, that Eustace Budgell, 
a very ingenious wiiteiv but profligate character, was a 
native of this parish. His family had long resided here ; 
but Eustace himself was bom in 1686, at Simondshury^ 
in Dorsetshire, and was baptized there. His father. Rev. 
Dr. Gilbert Budgell, had married Anne, daughter of Dr. 
Wm. Gulston, Bp* of Bristol ; and on the death of his 
Right Rev. faUier-in-law, in 1684, succeeded to that valu- 
able preferment. 

I cannot quit these sacred precincts without lamenting 
one, whose memorv must ever be dear to his friends and 
to literature, the late John Jones, of Franklyn, Esq. F.S. A* 



* In line 13 of that biographical iketch, Eust<^, instead of 
BtidgeU, was incorrectly printed. 
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With the mpde^t}^ so qharacljerwti^ pCjWfi,.Jife,. Jus., grave- 
stone simply records his bijcth oa,9th April 1768«.a^d his 
death on 8th Nov. 1821 . possessed o{ a most seardung 
and accurate mipdi aQCQ^panied.3yith indefatigable 2;eal 
and industry^ he had early in life amassed a prodigious 
store of scientific infoniiation. On antiquarian subjects, 
and knowledge of the history of D^yon* he was probs^hly 
without a rival : and no scholar WAS, ever more ready, to 
assist,. e^cou^.apd direct the Uterery iwpuriw.juid 
pursuits of others., -To me the los| of such au instructor 
is found by daily expeirience to be irreparable* Admiration 
of his genius, grfititude for hisrfriexidship,..and venen^ion 
for his mauy virtues, can ixey^r quit me,but.with life. 

ClIRIOSUS. 



No. X. 
St; PETR0GK5S, EXETER. 



r 
TO THE EDITOR OP THE EXETER AND . PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

jQUR readers. ar^ arnre that the; Churched in 
Exeter were formerly J^u^h: WPFejaumeronsi than, at .pre- 
sent. From certain extracts taken from the . Old Missal 
belonging to 8U MarUn'a ([^i^ch, .iin .this city, and 
copied into the.aii9ient Ch^r^ary* -pf St. r John's/Hqs- 
pital, (fol. 36) I discover tliat they lamounted to thi|^. 
two in number ; but their several names are not given. 

* Penes Majorem Communitatem Civitatis Exod. 



In a detd,*h&wetet, witnessed by Eudo de Behb Campb, 
Sheriff of Devon, William Dirling, then Majrorf of 
Exeter, Roger Fitzhenry and Nicholas Gervase; then 
Bailiffs, towards the end of King John's reign/ T rea^ 
that' Peter de Pakma assigned an annual ' rent of 28d. 
payable on thef fourth day of February, to the 28 churches 
herfe, %o eadi th^ tfum of one j^enny, viz. — ^toSt.J§idweirs; 
St.Bmikokimku^i, St. Stephen's, St. Martin's, St. Peter's 
the Great; St. Mar^ the Great, St. Mary's ihe LittU; 
St. Pet^arke Utile, St. Petrodk's, 5/. /aW; the Holy 
Trinity, St.Mary Magdalene's, St. Leonard's, St: George's^ 
St John's, 8t. EdiddHP$; St. Edihund's, 15t. Thoma8% 
^{UkftObiot, St. Olave's, St. Ma^s, St. 'CutkUrfs,' St. 
Kerito's, St. Ptocras'; St. Paui's, the Holy Trimtf/,X AlU 
hal]bws,'knd St. Lanlrence's. ' Jzacke, and not Bishop' 
SilAibn de Apulia, limited our' parish chUirdled^ to 19. 
(Se* J). 6, 6f the 3lf«iloi^fe;'&c.> 
St. PBTyL<>CK's Chtifah; in the''<!3ose, is hamed 'after 



* Pdnes Pitnian' Jones, Attikigetmi.'' 

t This Mayor is .«t>0foimded by Izacke with Murttn Dirlmg, ^ 
and is placed in the year 1266. Perhaps WilUam Ditimg was 
the J&^/ Ma)i*6¥ of Exeter. I meet 'iHth him as Pf^eposittu 
£j:c»n, witnessing Richard Fitz-Ralph's grant of 48« apnual vent 
to St. Alexius' Hospital situated behind St. Nicholas Priory: 
and.soQn after a* JHoy^tfr,' witneSsiikfl^the abovd mentioned 
grant of Peter de Palema; as also, Alexander, de.^adstone's 
ackno^ledgr^t of '40dl quit rent, due Xb St. John's Hospital 
from l^eycroft estate^ in thepari^ and manor of^,nidmrd. 
This' latter deed was also witnessed by distinct Bailiffs of 
Exeter, Philip Belebnche and John Pudyng, whilst Endo' 
Beauchamp was Sheriff of Devon ; consequenOy between the 
yeartr 121<rand i216. 

X This, frequently; called' Christ Chuic/iui, ancteiit deeds, ' 
stood'hi Musgraye*i Alley. ' N. B. T&e Churches m italiet no 
longer exist 
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llie holy Abbot of Bodmin, who died 4th June, * 664. The 
present fabric, buried in the midst of houses, is a very 
mis-shapen structure, measuring in its greatest length 53 
feet, and in its greatest breadth about 51 feet. It appears 
originally to have consisted of a Tower (which fiow can 
hardly peep over the surrounding encroachments), and of 
a North Aisle, a Nave, and Chancel, in which formerly 
stood the altars of St. Petrock, St. Thomas, and St. Mary. 
^ South Aisle, as I collect from William Wilsford's will« 
bearing date 3C)th June, 1413, had th^n beeii recently 
erected. About a century later, considerable alterations 
were made in the Church: an Arch connected with the 
Tower appears to have been sacrificed : and then, I imagine 
from the style of the Windows^ that the South Aisle wa3 
widened in the direction of the Cloae^ On 22d July, 1513^ 
Thomas Chard, Abbot of Ford, and Buffragan of Bishop 
Oldam, consecrated, dedicated, and bleat the church : — 
** Thomas Episcopus Salubrise consecravit, dedicavit, et 
benedixit £cclesiam Sci. Petroci, Ezon." (Oldam's Reg.) 
The South Aisle, called Jesits Aisle from its altar entitled 
by that venerable name, was re6ea1;jed forLady^day 1520. 
A condition of the agreement 14th Feb. anno decixno 
Heurici VIII. between the Churchwardens and the Car- 
penters, is, that the new seats and benches shall in form 
resemble the oldoneB. It Would have been well if in sub- 
sequent alterations and repairs, the same attention to 
symmetry and character had been required and observed. 



* St. Petrock, a native of Great Britain, from whom Pe- 
trockstow in Cornwall derives its name, spent 20 year&in Ireland 
in studying tke Scriptures, and general literature. See l^ami- 
iran'sBccL Hist, of Ireland, p. 492, vol 1. 
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Amongst tiie benefactors of lands and tenements to St. 
F^trock'^B, as well for I3ie maintenaaee of perpetual obits* 
jBJkd purposes of charity, as for ornamenting and repair- 
ing the fiibric, we may mention the following :^ 

1. — John mbot, who on die 21st Sept. 1420, ga^e a 
^eld lying beyond Eastgate. 

2. — Boger €foUe, who, on 7^ Apnl, 1421* gave a 
tenement in ParyttrtU, Exeter. 

^.—^Boherf JFtffitrde, who on 4tii 8^. 1471, gave a 
bam and field on St. David's hllL 

4.-%7bft» KeUjf, who by will dated l6tli Nov. 1486, 
desires to be buried in the SoulSi Aisle, gives to the 
Chnrch Store a cope of Crynuffn Vehwei, and a set of 
High Mass Vestments de Fehwet of the same color i 
also a legacy of 40s. to the Rector, and a dose of land on 
St. DavidVhJU. 

5,-^9i!mon Davife, who by will dated 19th March, 
1494, left certain tenements called Paradise, in St.Fanl^ 
parish : he provides oil for lighting the lamp which burnt 
before the blessed Sacrament in the Chancel, " ofeKm tn 
km^pade ad eomhurendutn in CaneeUo ad Saeramenium»*' 

6. — Thomas Ehfot, Esq. Collector of the Customs to 
K. Henry VII. for the ports of Exeter and Dartmouth, 
gave, 5th Aug, 1505, his house near the Great Conduit in 
High-street. Its back front, towards the Globe Inn, is 
the admiration of every baholder. 

7. — EHzabeth Iha^fwd, on 21st January, 1516, assign- 
ed a I9eBS^age in North-street* 

We are gratified in understanding that the above pro- 
perty has been secured to the parish. It is pleasing also 
to know, that the Parochial Ragisters are in good preser- 
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vation from the year 1538, TheMarriages begin with 13th 
Oct. that year ; Baptisms date from 5th ; and Burials 
wi th 22d of the ensuing January. 

Probably few Parish Churches are better provided with 
Sacramental Plate, the gifts of individuals, who have from 
modesty concealed their names. On the two cups, I 
observed dates ; on one 1572,— -on the other 1640. The 
two superb flagons are both dated 1692. But rich as it 
is, the ancient accounts of the Wardens shew that it was 
considerably richer before the Reformation/ At the in- 
ventoryof 1485, the Church possessed 18 ounces and a half 
of gold, And 28 1 ounces of silver.; This was subsequently 
increased: amongst other additional articles, I find that 2 
silver, candlesticks, weighing 106 ounces, were sold in the 
beginning of Edward the Sixth's reign. 

Mark Downe, of puritanical memory, was presented to 
St. Petrock'son the 11th Aug. 1657> by the Mayor and 
Corporation of Exeter. 

In closing our observations on St. Petrock's we may 
qiention three decent Monuments on the north wall, 
which probably are the work of the same sculptor ; Ist of 
John Mayne, Merchant, who died 11th June, 1680. For 
an extract of his charitable will, dated 30th May, 1680, 
see p. 107, of Izacke's Register, republished by the Rev.- 
W. Carwithen ; 2d of Alexander Worth, who died 
18th Oct. 1680 ; and 3rd to William Hooper and Mary 
hia wife: he died 17th January, 1682-3. 

CURIOSUS, 
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No. XI. 

ALPHINGTON. 



TO THE EDITOR OP THE EXETEB AND PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

1 HIS extensive Manor and part of the ancient 
Barony of Oakhampton^ derives its name from the Alphin 
stream that passes through it. How it successively 
became the property of the Nevils and Segraves, I know 
not ; but in the year 1382 Sir Philip Courtenay obtained 
it of the latter family by exchange. The Courtenay 
Arms, with the supporters, a boar and a dolphin, are stiU 
visible on the Church porch. 

The Church stands on a rising ground, and is a com- 
manding object to the neighbourhood. The Tower, fuU 
70 feet high, contains 8 bells, cast by Thomas Bilbie, in 
1749. The extreme length of the inside of the Church 
from the East Window to the Beliry-door is 73 feet, and 
including the Belfry twenty feet more: the breadth of the 
Nave, with the North and South Aisles, is 42 feet.* 

Entering the Porch, we observed in a comer the an-, 
cient Vase for the Holy Water, with which the faithful 



* On a sudden storm, 10th June, 1826, the Tower and Church 
suffered considerable damage by the lightning. Four of the 
ringers were struck down senseless, and the Sexton's boy 
Geo. Coles, aged 14, was unfortunately killed. 



5S BCCLKSfASX'tCXt 

were achtatomed to sprinkle thezoselves/ to dektotief t&^ 
purity and innocence so becoming the creature that enters 
the Sanctuary of the Creator. In advancing up the 
Nave, it was pidnful to witiieBB the accumulation of 
whitewash, which effectuidly obscured and buried the 
boldness and rdief of tli* Capitals, but whieh has lately 
been cleared away by the tfcthrie zeal of the Rev. RiCHAai> 
Ellicombe. Five Arches connect the Aisles with the 
Nave : on the second pillar of the North side is a double 
capital,* and the inequality of the upper masonry marks 
where the West part of the Qiurch began to be re-built, 
perhaps at the close of the 14th century. At the end of 
either Aisle stood an Altar ; on the right hand of which 
we can easily trace the situation of the Piscina. 

The Baptismal Font is of remote antiquity, and may 
have been here before the Conquest. Mr.^ Polwhelef con- 
jectures that it partakes of the Pagan and Christian cha> 
racter. With defei]gnce I submit, that the scroll work 
is neither more nor less than a rude representation of the 
combat of St. Michael, to whom the Church b dedicated, 
with the great Dragon, as related in the 12th chapter of 
the Revelations. The embellishment of the lower part 
consists of circular arches intersecting each other ; the 
point of inter8ecti(Mi producing what is vulgarly called 
Gothic architecture* This may possibly be the earliest 
specimen of the kind in our Parochial Churches. 

In front of the Gallery b the date of its erection,. 1632. 



*The l^wer Capital was chipt away in Easter Week, 1827. 

tP. 233, *< History of Devon. Period of the Saxons and 
Normans. 
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In 16 pannels are the following sluelds, some^ I think, 
incorrectly blazoned, 

3.— Tothm. 

4.— I think b Duefa. 

5. — Oxmiham*$. 

6.— ... 

7. — ^Arms of the See qfExder impaled with Dr. HaU*s, 
then Bishop of Exeter* 

8. — Bourehier'e, Earl of Bath, then tSie Patron. 

9. — Courtent^s impeded with Se^fmonr's* N. B. Sir 
Francis Courtenay, who died in June, 1638, set. 62, 
married for his second wife Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 
Edward Seymour, of Berry Pomeroy, Bart. Her Lady- 
ship was buried at Powderham, fid October, 1653. 

10. — Bampfylde's, 

II. --Norihleigh'e. • 

LJa. " . m • . 

13. — Goffiu, holders of Property at March Barton. 

14.— Q. 

15. — I think Holwafe, of Wadeton. 

16. — ^Arms of the Taylors* Company, Exeter. 

The Church of Alphington was granted to PlydiptOB 
Priory in the reign of Stephen, by William Avenel (see 
p. 9« vol. 2, Dugdale'&Monastieon.) About a century and 
a half later we find it in possession of the Prior and Con* 
vent of St. Nicholas, Exeter, who presented Hugo 
Norman to Bishop Stapledon for institution on 12th June 
1310. (Fol. 52, Reg. Stapledon.) And we kern from 
Bishop Grandisson's Register, that the said Convent 

f3 
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proved its right, to the Prelate's satisfkction, 6th Feb. 
1330, to the annual receipt of 2s. from this PariBb 
Church. 

Within the parish was the ancient Cell or Priory of 
St. Mary, dependant on Plympton Priory, and now com- 
monly called Marsh Barton. It is mentioned in a letter 
addressed by Ralph de Avenel a principal bene&ctor of 
Plympton priory, to Robert Warelwast, Bishop of Exeter, 
between the years 1155 and 1160. From the composi- 
tion between John Mayor, the Rector of Alphington, and 
the Custos of the Priory, 11th March, 1444, (foL 452, vol. 
3, Reg, LacyO it is evident that St. Mary's Acre, acra 
sancttB MaruB, was alone exempt from Tithes, and that 
none but the residents of the inner court of the Priory 
were privileged from attending the Parish Church. In 
a Rental, made 2d Nov. 1421, and preserved, fol. S5, of 
the Chartulary of St. John's Hospital, the Receq)ts of 
the Priory were • 

From Exeter .... £23 12 T 
Alphington . • 16 4 

Heavitree, . • 9 4 



25 8 3 
Deductions in dues and other payments 16 6 



Total ... 24 1 9 

The only Superiors, or Custodes, that I have met with, 
are, Thomas Cryer, 1409 ; Thos. Marshall, 1421 ; and 
Wm. Howe, 1494, who left a trifling legacy to St. Pe- 
trock's Church, Exeter. 

Soon after the Dissolution of Religious Houses, Henry 
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VIII. granted the scite, witii several Messoages in Al- 
phington, St. Thomas>andNewton St. Gyres parish, on 9th 
Sept. 1546^ to James Coffin, and Thos. Godwin. This 
James Coffin, on 10th Dec. 1562, sold to John Hoker,;the 
Historian, for £27» all the oak, ash, elm, and other trees 
standing in the grove, on the South part of the Mansion 
House of Marsh, between the running water on the S. 
and the open pasture adjoining the said Mansion on the 
N. and the Great Pool on the W. and a ditch on the £. 
together with some other Oaks, towards the S. £. part of 
the said Mansion. Hardly a vestige of this Priory has 
been suffered to remain. 

We cannot leave Alphington without expressing our 
gratification at seeing its ancient Cross securely erect near 
the highway. That in a country where Christianity is a 
part and parcel of its law, and where the Invention and 
Exaltation of the Cross are kept in the calendar, there 
should have been such indiscriminate destruction of this * 
principal emblem of its religion, is utterly astonishing. 
In a treatise on the ten commandments, entitled Dives et 
Pauper, printed at Westminster, by Wynken de Worde, 
A.D. 1496, the reason for planting the Cross by the road- 
side is properly g^ven : — " For this reason ben Crosses by 
ye waye, that wJianfoUre passynge see the Crosses, they sholde 
thynkeon Hym that deyedon ye Crosse, and worshyppe hym 
above all thynge" 

The Rev. Richard Ellicombe kindly informs me, that 
the Alphington Registers commence with the year 1663 : 



* See St. C^ffysostom's book against the Jews and Gentiles. 



42 XCGLB8IA8TICAL 

viz. Buriak, 24th May; Baptisms, 29th May ; Marriages, 

29th June, that year. 

CURIOSUS. 



No. XII. 
BISHOP'S TEIGNTON. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

Domesday hook shews, that the Manor of 
Bishop* B T^et^n^on belonged to the See of Exeter at the 
time of the Conquest. Perhaps it was part of its endow- 
ment by St. Edward the Confessor. 

The present Church is an interesting fabric. The 
Chancel is of very remote antiquity: judging from its two 
Windows in the South Wall, I cannot suppose it to be 
posterior to the reign of Richard the First. The Nave is 
at least a century later, and is connected with a North 
Aisle by five circular arches. On the capitals of three of 
the pillars I observed a knot; whether it were the cog- 
nizance of the Bourchiers or the Wakes, I could not de- 
termine; but it certainly differs from the Stafford one. 
The Saxon Font is coeval, I think, with the ancient 
Western Doorway. By measurement, the Chureh proved 
to be 82 feet and a half in length> and 35 in breadth.*— ^ 

* Mr. Pdwhele, p. 150> reduces the breadth to 2^ leet^ 
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In tiie Noith Wall a Staireaae waa lately diacovcfnl, which 
evidently led to the Rood Loft. 

Radnoay, in this parish^ aometimed deaignated aa a dis- 
tinct Manor^ was honored with the frequent residence of 
our Bishops. Tlie Palace, long since ruined* is generally 
called the Old WdXh* Bishop Bronescomhe occaatonally 
resided here» nearly a eentnry before Bishop Grandisson 
is supposed to have erected the Mansion. The last men- 
tioiBted Filiate, in a letter to Pope John XXII.« written 
About the year 1332, described the Pftlace as a beautiful 
structure—' 'pulcm ed^eia." The S. and £. walls of its 
ChapeU dedicated to St* John the Eyangelist, are still 
standing : they measure in the clear 58 feet by 18 : a^. 
the East end are three lancet windows, and in the South 
Wall are eight windows of similar form, with two door, 
ways ; the higher one we may suppose was reserved for 
the Bishop and his Clergy^ and the lower entrance for 
the domestic servants, in the taxation of Bishop's 
Teignton, dated Oct. 1361, Bishop GrandissoA requires 
the Vicar to officiate here once a week, either in person 
or by proxy: — '^ Bingulk Momadie, ft eomode possU, 
semel celebret vel eelebrari faeiat in eapeUa Set Johit 
JBvangelisie ittfra Manerimm iMwfrttm de Radeweye 
nituUa.** Here Bishop Lacy (between 1420 and 1455) 
held several ordinations, Mr. Polwhele must mistake 
in supposing &e palace to have been contiguous* to the 



*See p. 150. I believe the ruins near the Church belonged to 
St John the Baptisfi chapeL Bp. Lacy, on 23rd June, 1449, 
granted an indubence of 40 days to all pious Christians con- 
tributing " capefle Sci. Johis Baptiste prope Ecclesiam Paro' 
chiakm de Teynton Epi." 



44 ECCLESIASTICAL 

Church ; and does he not confound '* an asylum for 
decayed clergymen here" with the one at Clyst ? 

The Registers of Bishop's Teignton commence with 
the year 1559^ and are intolerable preservation. 

Formerly West Tetgrntumtk was included in the parish 
of Bishop's Teignton. In its favour the Bishops of 
Exeter obtained some important charters. Bishop Sta- 
pledon^ in a letter dated 9th October, 1309, and pre- 
served in fol. 44 of his Register, expressly says that the 
burgesses and tenants here of the Bishoprick — '* httrgense^ 
et teneniea nostri de Teyngemuwe Epi," — ^were specially 
exempted, by several Royal charters, from the payment 
of toll, — ^that they actually then enjoyed such exemption 
with their ships and merchandise, "cum namhts et 
markandisia auis" — ^and that he is ready to produce the 
said charters. 

The fiisttime that I meet with St. James's church in 
West Teignmouth, is on ^4th Sept. 131 7, when Bishop 
Stapeldon held an ordination there. In 1361, I find 
Bishop Grandisson stating that the Vicar of Bishop's 
Teignton is to provide a Chaplain for the said Church, 
as his predecessors had done long before — *' prout anti- 
quitus fecerunt." In the Church were two side Altars, 
called the Holy Ghost's and the Blessed Virgin's, as I 
learn from the will of Nicholas Upton, dated 25th Sept. 
1448, and proved in August following ; it contains a 
bequest to them; and he desires to be buried in St. James's 
Cemetery. At the upper end of the Church, says West- 
cote, was inscribed in great capital letters " Pray for ye 
souls of Thomas Smith, and Clement his wife ; John 
Smith and Isabella his wife, all good Benefactors." 
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Bad as this Church unquestionably was, did it yield in 
correct taste to its present fantastic and extravagant 
successor ? 

In West Teignmouth was formerly a poor-house. Q. 
St. Mary Magdalene's? Bishop Lacy, on 27th June, 1434, 
granted an indulgence of 40 days to sincere penitents, 
contributing to its support — " ad mttentaHonem domorum 
pauperum de Teyngmuih, i^fra parochiam de Teignton Epi 
ntuatarum." 

. On 1st Dec. 1649« King Edward VI. recommended to 
Bishop Veysey, (a royal recommendation in those days 
vns tantamount to a positiye command) "to give and 
grant to Sir Andrew Dudley, Knight» the manor of 
Bishop's Teynton, Radway, and West Teignmouth, with 
the parsonage of Bishop's Teynton and Radway, and the 
advowsons of the vicarage there in the countie of Devon, 
beloMging and i^perteyning to the bishoprick." Well 
might Heylyn^ in his pre£u;e to thei History of the Refor- 
mation assert, " King Edward's death I cannot leekon 
for an infelicity to the Church of England, for being ill 
principled in himself and easily inclined to embrace such 
counsels as were offered to him, it is not to be thought 
but that the rest of the Bishopricks (before sufficiently 
impoverished) must have followed Durham,* and the poor 
Church be left as destitute of lands and ornaments, as 
wtien she came into the world in her natural nakedness. 

CURIOSUS. 



* It hsd been dissolved by Act of Psrliament. See p. 136, 
Heylyn, Hist, of the Reformation. 



46 SOCLBSIAmOAZ. 



No. XIII. 



COLLUMPTON, 



TO TBS U>ITO& QP THB SXSTBB AlTD I^TSgOVTQ 

OAZBTTE. 

The Manor of CoUumpton was granted to 
Backland Abbey by its foundress, Amjcia, the Countess 
of Devon, A. D. 12^8, and was duly confirmed to that 
Ab&ey by her danghter Isabella, and by King Edward Hjao 
first in the 8th year of his reig^. In the taxation* of 
Pope Nicholas IV. Collmnptoii Manor was rat^ at 
£9 16s. 4d. To Thomas Wappelegh, Abbot of fiaeldand, 
the town stands indebted for the water-roofcffse whi^ oon- 
tribtttes so much to the comfort and deaidi&ess of the 
inhabitants. His deed of grant, dated 0th May, 13fi0» 
wa9 shewn me by the Rev. J. BrrDrntmAUt The stveam 



* It may beproper to reqdnd Uie refkder that Pope Innocent 
IV. granted the first fruits and tenths of all Ecclesiastical Ifiene- 
fieesinthereaha to King Henry III. A. D. 1255, fortius 
years. This produced the year foUowine the $f«nvich Taxa^9» 
so called from its Bishop, Walter Suffiela, and sometinies Pope 
Innocent's valor .—In 1288, fiope Nicholas IV. hsring gnuoM 
the tenths for 6 years to Kins Edward 1. 1 and under the direc* 
tion of Oliver Sutton, Bp. ofLincoln, ana John de Pontissarft, 
Bp.of Winton, a rigid assessment was formed. That of the 
province of Canterbury was completed in 1^1, — that of York 
in the yeer following. By this estimate all taxes for the Chordi 
and State were regulated until the new Valor Beneficiorum wi^ 
made in 1534. In comparing some MS. copies with one prin^* 
ted in 1802» I remark fi^quent variations bot^ in ^ euq^is and 
names. 
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yima tamed to the town from Werem^, now called Weas- 
park. In various leases of property in this parish bjr 
the Abbots of Bucklaod, I meet with Broke-place, Che^ 
P3n)g-place, Ayshlan4> Pirrewode, Brode-park, Middel- 
parke, and Les Hams, near Collumpton Bridge. Abbot 
Thos. Whyte, 28th May, 18th Henry VHI. granted to 
Walter Bowden, his wife Mary, and their daughter, 
Margery, totam tenuram nastram cum parcella terre mre in 
la Ham apud Stowyforde Briggfi, cu jprqfieuis Waierhtt 
in Man. 4e Cohmpton,. 

Five Prebends in the parish, called Upton, Cplebrocke, 
Hineland, Waevre, and Esse or Ashe, were appropriated 
soon after the Conquest to St. Nicholas' Priory, Exeter. 
I collect from p. 135, vol. 1. Monasticon, that the Monks 
originally sent from Battle Abbey, remained for a time at 
Collumpton, until their house in Exeter was ready to 
receive them. K. Henvy I. gave the Church to Bp. 
William Warelwast, and his successors in the See of 
Exeter : at what time they granted its presentation to St. 
Nicholas' Priory I cannot discover; but certainly A'om tihe 
reign of Henry HI. Until the suppression, in Ij^e automii 
of 1536, the presentation to this Vicarage was vested in 
the said Prior and Convent. In Aug. 1269, bishop Brones- 
combe taxed the Vicarage and assigned to it all iiie al- 
tilage, the tithe of hay, and a decent Mans^e : the re^ of 
the proi&ts and tithes he allowed to the Patrons^ tiie Prior 
and Conv^it of St. Nicholas, Exeter. 

Within the columns of a newspaper it Ip utterly im- 
possible to do justice to this noble Parish Church, dedi- 
cated to St. Andrew* Its majestic Tower, rising 100 feet, 
arrested the eye long before we reached the *spot. On 

approaching it, we observed an inscription over the great 

o 
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entrance, stating that it WAS begun to be built in the 
year 1545. l^e arms of England, with thoae of John 
Veysey, tiien Bishop of Exeter, are duttnctly viaihle : 
above them we recognise the statue of King Edward VI. 
in good preservation, whilst the effigy of St. Oeorge, and 
the figure of the crucified Redeemer, hav« been watftonly 
mutilated and defaced. On ^tering the Ghuroh we were 
ddighted with the splendid Roof of the lofty Nave, with 
th^ gorgeous Screen and Rood-loft,t and with that noble 
^ile of architecture commonly called Z/ane't Chapd, The 
pannels of the screen once were decorated with paintings 
of Ae Saints ; but these have long disappeared. In tiie 
North or More's Aisle, are eight heraldic shields:-<- 



• In a letter published by Mr. Polewhele rNote, p. 255) the 
writer ssBerts, Hwt the representatioii of the GwlgonA or Ciht^ 
ry, which now lies at the west end of the Church, was amoved 
from the Rood-loft tftirjn^ the Protectorate, and that some figures 
on the tower wtM decapitaled^ doubtUat b^ OwmwMa partm. 
To us it appears nearly certain that the removal took place m 
• virtue of tae Government order to that efflBct a oentory oefare, 
via. A. D. 1S47. Cromwell's party was bad enough, but not 
worse than the fanatical Iconoclasts of the IGth century. Nu- 
merous proofs mSg^t be adduced of this ; but we may eonlent 
ourselves with obwrving, that 13 pictures, belonging to St Mary 
Steps Church, Exeter, together with the Tabernacle, which res- 
ted on Ihe alter, were bomt in St. Peter'a Yard by order of 
Queen Elizdbeth'i visitors, in Sept. 1559. ''These visitors," says 
John t&)ker, in his MS. history, ** lo^^ed in the Dean's house, 
and daring their stay, defaced and puUed down and burnt tUl 
images and monuments of idolatry, which all were brought into 
the Churchyard of St. Peter's.— And they who in ^ueen Aiary'a 
days were accounted to be most forwara in erecting and mam- 
taining tiiem, were now made the instruments to nmke the fire 
toburathsm. Amongst or Aer good thmgavrYi^cyx the visitors 
did, th^ did deface aU the Mtars" Yet notwithstanding this 
Vandahe fiicy, the Rev. Thos. fiarrettcommenced his visitanon of 
the Archdeaconry of Exeter, 6th April, 1583, by enquiring 
" Whether mil imaget and o$htr superstitious things, were ekan 
d^eed. smdBmd-i^s take» down ? ifnoi^ tkreughwh^se defimlt 
it is «• r* 
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1.— »Ji£NV» 9f Migpthmfit Ennine, on a Chevron Aznre> 
three cinqiie*-lbU8 Qr> impalSd (I believe) with Oambon. 

3.*-Ditto — impaled with Botonr. 

3.-^Bitio — ^iflipaled* (I think) with drnvUmd or Clivedon 

4.~>^Ditto — ^impaled ...... 

B>«»^D itfc o i ayled ...... 

^.—^Proift?, of Hiilersdon, with Jkfore .^ 

7. — Walniiiiy impalod with Afore. 

8.-— *Afore, impaled with .... 

Few parish Churches can offer ao many ancient Grave- 
stones. Amongst others we noticed thatof /Zoj^er £[/ocAr- 
man, a former Viaar, who died Dec. VI , 1471 : — Jo/m 
Kp^» BMq. who diedi^ Oct. 1497 :--Joib Mwt, Esq. 
who died 4th Jan. 1509 '—JoJm HyU, who died 25th 
J«1y« 1529; Johm Ktdeway^Eaq.vsho died Feb. 24, 1530. 

We may now turn to Lane*B Chcqpel, which will ever 
iibmortalize its generoas ibunder* It is connected with 
the North Aisle by five gracefully-pointed arches : the 
Windows are conceived in good taste, and the groining of 
the roof, with its bold pendcmt ornaments, challenges the 
admiration of every spectator. The founder was an emi- 
nent wool merchant of the place, and its Head-borough 
<n: Bailiff. He died 15th Feb. 1528, and is buried near 
the Altar of his own Chapel. The leger-stone has been 
broken, and robbed of its brasses ; but the inscription is 
clearly legible, viz. — 

HIC MCBT JOBS UkNB MOATOK HUI^ Q^ CAPKI^LB 
FUDATOa CV TBOMASIA UZOEB SUA Q* DICT' JOBXSOBIXT 
XV* DIB FBBEI7AEI1 AJTO DNI MILU> CCCCCXXVIII. 

Ilie exterior of the Chiq)el is charged with the initials 
of the Founder, and the instruments and devices of his 
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tntde : below, on a course of white stone, we read the fol- 
lowing inscription in old English characters : — 

*' In honor of God & his blessed Mother Mary, remeb. 
the saule of John Lane Wapetak Oust. & Lanarii, and the 
sawle of Tomasyn his wiffe to have in memory, with aU 
other ther childryn & frinds of yonre awne cheryty, which 
were Fownders of thys Chapell, here lyeth yn cepuhur, 
the yer of ower Lorde Grod 1 thonsant five hundreth syx 
and twenti. (jod of his grace on ther boyth sawles have 
marcy, and fynally bryng them to Ihe eternall glory. 
Amen for cheryty/' 

The total width of this spacious Church, including 
Lane's Chapel, is nearly 70 feet : the length to the BeUry, 
100 feet 6 inches, and with the Belfry, 126 feet. We could 
wish the neat octagon Font to be cleared of the incrus- 
tations of whitewash, as the Capitals of the Pillars on 
either side of the Nave have lately been, by the active 
zeal of the Vicar, the Rev. J. Tbmpler. It is pleasing to 
witness his exemplary attention to the neatness and im> 
provement of the fabric. 

The Parochial Registers commenced with Lady-day, 
1601. 

We read in Bishop Grandisson's Register, that Thos. 
Pylton, Vicar of Collumpton, had incurred the sentence 
of excommunication — "propter mulHplices offensas in 
Deum et sanctum Sedem Apostolicam." He had been con- 
victed of forging Papal letters and seals. After actually 
resigning his benefice into the hands of his Bishop, he 
had the audacity shortly after to intrude himself into the 
Church, to keep possession, and openly to exercise the 
priestly functions. Grandisson was not of a temper to 
endure his opposition to ecclesiastical authority ; but on 
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the 2l8t Not. i36l> ordered sentence of excommunica- 
tion to be published in Ck)llumpton and the neighbouring 
Churches, and to be strictly enforced against him. 

The Chapels of St. James and St. Ge6rge>— " Capelle 
Set Jaeobi ei Sei Georgii infra Parochiam de CoUumpton*" 
occur 14th July, 1401, in Bishop Stafford's Register. 

Amongst the Orininaiia we observe King Edward the 
Sixth's grant, 2d April, 1549> to Giles Keyleway and W. 
Leonard, of all that Messuage and capital Mansion, late 
the Gild of St. Nichoku' at Collumpton. 

The same King, 5th June, 1551, leased to Sir John 
More, Knt. the entire Rectory and Church of Collumpton 
(timber and advowson excepted) for 21 years, under the 
yearly rent of £31. ; and Queen Elizabeth, 29th Jan. 
1563, granted the peipetnity of the said Rectory and 
Church, together with the Advowson, free disposition, 
and right of patronageof the Vicarage and Parish Church, 
to Robt. Freke and John Walker, of London. These 
Gentlemen, Ist Nov. 1584, sold a moiety of their inter- 
est in this grant to Simon Keleway, of Collumpton, 
Gent, who disposed of the same 15th Feb. sixteen months 
later, to William Every, of Chard, merchant, for £1000 
sterling. 

CURIOSUS. 



Q 2 
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No. XIV. 

BROADCLIST. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

This, Manor frequently called Cliston or Clist 
Nonant, from the Nonant family, who possessed it from 
K. Henry the First^s time until the reign of Edward III. is 
one of the most extensive in Devonshire. Here lay the greater 
part of the lands belonging to the Prebends of Hayes and 
AshcUst, attached to St. Mary's Chapel, within the Castle 
of Exeter. Here St. John's Hospital, in Exeter, had a 
considerable property called Kynewardeahurgh, from the 
year 1278 until the dissolution of that house in 1539- 
Here again the Priory of Totness held certain lands called 
KarsmUe, Wythyhrygge, BrokehylUldke, and Burgh, by 
the same service at St. John's Hospital, viz. by ploughing 
for the Lord of the Manorone day, and reaping on another 
day, or in lieu thereof paying 4^. for ploughing, and 2d. 
for reaping. This service entitled the tenants to common 
pasture in Hethfeld and Hellebrymore, Clistmore, and 
Sprydon,* 

The Parish Church, dedicated to St. John the Baptist, 
presents a most respectable appearance on the outside 
With a Tower, which is an ornament to the surrounding 
country, and which probably served as a model to that 

* Fol. 4, Chartulary of ^t John's HospitaL 
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of Collumpton, and with the advantage of superior masonry 
and proportions, we cannot bat regret that the inside is so 
woefully naked. Whitewash in all its manifold layers seems 
to have been thought the chastest embellishment. In defi- 
ance of the Kubrick prefixed to the Book of Common Prayer 
that " the Chancels shall remain as they have done in 
times past/' the Screen has entirely disappeared. On the 
South side of the Altar, behind the Sedilia for the Priest, 
Deacon, and Subdeacon, is the sepulchral monument of a 
Knight in plate armour, with mail gorget and a pointed 
helmet ; but the blazonry of the shields, suspended above, 
has been studiously effaced by those implacable foes of 
antiquity, the whitewashers. It is thought that this 
beautiful monument was erected to the memory of a 
Knight of the Chudleigh family. This is probably the 
fact ; for they possessed the Manor from the time of 
Edward III. until the reign of Elizabeth ; and in Risdon's 
days the church contained " sundry remembrances of the 
ancient family of the Chudleighs.* 

The length of the Church, including the Belfry, is 125 
feet ; the width is 42 feet ; height of the Tower 100 feet. 
Six arches connect the Nave with a North and South 
Aisle ; on the capital we obsjerved the Stafford knot. 
From the appearance of the Church, I think that with 
the exception of the Chancel it must have been rebuilt in 
the early part of the fifteenth century. Perhaps the iqiper 
part of the Towerf was not completed in its present state 



*P. 60. last edition. 

fin the course of this century several Church Towers were 
erected. In 1407 we meet with 40s. gift by the Priest Vicars 
towards the rebuilding of the Belfry tXWooabury^ "ad constru- 
endnm novum campanile in ecclesia de Wodhury** Bp. Lacy, 
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nntil late in that centary ; for we obferve the portcullis, 
the device which K. Henry VII. adopted as a descendant 
from the Beauforts* 

in front of the Gallery, whidi cannot he recommended 
for good taate» are 18 Escutcheons, some of which we ap- 
{M'ehend to be incorrectly blazoned. Standing near the 
South Porch, we believe the 1st to be Hwid, — %A, Mmn- 
waring, — 3d, . . .-^-4^, .... — 5th, . . 
— 6M, Denfiw.—- 7th, Southcote.—^th, * Bampfyld. — 9th, 
Coitr*«wy,— 10th, Mortce.— 1 1th, AclandfWith amullet for 
difference impaled, Q. with Vincent ? — 12th, 5earw.— ^13th 
Basiett, — 14th, . . . — 15th, .... — l6th, 
Adand, with a crescent for difference. — l7th, Burrows, 
impaled with ReffneU, N. B. Reynell of Malston, was 
patron of the Church in King James the First's time. — 
18th, Drew impaled with FltzwilUam. 

On the 7th September, 1539i Simon Rede, Abbot of 
Our Saviour's Monastery of Torre, and the C!onvent of 
the same place, granted to J^ohn and Jane Adam, and 
their sons Michael and William, for their several lives, 
the capital messuage and mansion, "numerti noetri de 
Af3thecly$t" with all " les Barton Lands," under the 
yearly rent of 42. Is. 

In the church-yard is the devated upright of the Cross, 
with the arms broken. At Columb John is an ancient 
Chapel, which was nepaired, beautified, and endowed by 



16th Dec. 1437, granted forty days indulgence to all sincere pe- 
nitents who should contribute '*ad constmctionem et emenda- 
tionem campanilis ecclesie de Bradem/ncA de novo fiendi." Rich- 
ard Stoke, Prior of St Maiy'sat Toine$t, 3d. AjkiI, 1459, gmn- 



ted £10 towards the new Belfry there—** operi nori canpi 

fiendi in oceidentali parte Ecdesie Parochiafis Tottome," &c. &c^ 



.J 
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Sir John Acland, of charitable memory. It was conse- 
crated by Bishop Cotton, on Sunday the 11th of Sept. 
1608, in the presence of the said worthy Knight, William 
Hellyar, Archdeacon of Barnstaple, Christopher Main- 
waring, Esq. and many, others. 

CURIOSUS. 



. No. xy. 

St. OLAVE'S church, EXETER. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

The history of this Church is intimately 
connected with that of the adjoining Priory of St, 
Nicholas ; but we shall endeavour to keep it as distinct 
as we can, after observing, that St. Olave was King of 
Norway, and was martyred in the year 1028* — ^that the 
Church was probably erected in his honor, during the 
reign of Canute — ^that it was given, as Domesday shews, 
to Battle Abbey, in Sussex, by WilUam the Conqueror — 
and that the presentation of the Rector was vested in 
St. Nicholas* Priory, from the close of the eleventh 
century, until the suppression of the said Monastery, in 
the autumn of 1536. 



* Mr. Jenkins, p. 396, Hist, of Exeter, says, "he was mar- 
tyred in the latter end of the ninth century. 
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We believe that <^e prwetA Mmc did ixit exist before 
the reign of King Edward the Third. It consists of a 
Nave and Oiancel^ and a doniltf North Aisle. The Aisle 
a^oining the Chancel is considsraUy longer than the 
other, but it is dark from l^e windows having been 
blocked up by surrountMng houses. It communicates 
with the Chancel and Nave by five arches, and with the 
smaller Aisle by two arches.* The extreme length of the 
Church is 42 feet and a half ; the greatest breadth is 47 
feet. At the western end, until lately, was a lofty cham- 
ber extending under the Church roof, from the North to 
the South wall, 29 feet in length, and 12 in breadth. 
Here the Rectors formerly resided, in virtue of an agree- 
ment made at Easter, 1408, between the then Rector, 
John Bourgoyn, andthepariahioners. The deed is still 
preserved in the parish chest. 

To this church, John Wynard, by deed of 2d Mardi, 
5th of Edward IV. granted the yearly rentof 18d. issuing 
from his messuage (now Mr. J« H. Rowe's) in Paris-^ 
street, Exeter. 

. For nearly 300 years previous to the dissolution of St. 
Nicholas's Priory, we can offer the succession of Rectors, 
viz, : 

1. Nicholas de Jbtton, a^^inted in Aug. 1276 ; on his 
preferment to PoughiU. 

2. Adam de Leeehe was instituted 1st April, 1279« 

3. Simon de Epaton ; on whose death 

4. 77uma9 Songer succeeded, 6th Dec. 1341. 

5. Richard CoUtfer, instituted 26th Jan. 1348. 



* Mr. Polwhele, p. 13, asserts^ tiiat *'ihe chnrch has thi:ee 
aisles, supported by two rows of piUan. three in «axili row." 
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6. Rkhard de Cf^him followed, 23d Dec. 1350. 
7* John Htmumd ; on whose resignation 

8. n^Uam JUerwBB instituted lOth Dec 1391. 

N. B. He was buried ia St. Jolm's Hospital, as we 
learn fWm fi^io 94 of its Register. 

9. ./o4ii .ftiryoj^, instituted ai3i Jan. 1403; on wbose 
resigBiition, 

10. ^o^ier Cbde was preferred I6tli July, 1415; be re- 
sigsed, when 

11. J'OTieajRie^or(& succeeded, 24th April, 1437. 

12. WiUiam Dynr admitted, on Ridiards's resignation, 
12th Oct. 1446. 

13. Jo1mFUmre\ on his resigning, 

14. Boger Ahfn succeeded, Slst Oct. 1459. 

15. I^hoha MyUon, admitted 29th Sept 1462, on 
Alyn's resignation. 

l€. J^hn Peet succeeded 19th May, 1464, on Mylton's 
death. 

17. J^h» PMypp, instituted ««h Sept* 1467, on Pfeet's 
resignation. 

18. 3W.iS^co22 followed, 6th Aug. 1801, onPheiypp's 
resignation* 

19. John Jordayn, admitted 27th Sept. 1501, when 
Nycoll resigned. 

20. 1%oma9 Btmoiterp sucoeedsd, 2d Aug. 1508, on Jer- 
dayn's resignation. 

21. TTumm WaO^, or Wnbh, instituted 17th Dec. 
1534, on Boaaster-s deaith. 

N. B. Wallysw;a^liTiQg 24th Oct. 1539. 

The Priory of St. Nicholas had oensiderable Church 

Preferment. 4Wd t» tba^ cause we v^y attribute the fre- 
quency of the above resignations ; but I can find no 
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foandationforMr. Jenkin's assertion^ that the Rectors 
were generally members of that religious establishment, 
r cannot discover it to be the case in a solitary instance. 

It is sometimes asserted that a bnrying-ground was 
attached to St. Olaye's Church, because human bones are 
frequently discovered near it. The fact is> the cemetery of 
St. Nicholas extended in this direction to the Fore-street, 
In proof of this we may offer the following entries in the 
rental of Sf. Mary of the Marsh, near Exeter, bearing 
date 2d Nov. 1421 ; de ienementis Johis Schapl^h jtutta 
Cemeterium Sei Nicholai in magno vico per an. vi« viii«« 
De II. Schopis Johis Schaplegh juxta Ecclesiam Sci OUwi 
per an, ix»- 

West of St. Olave's Church, near the gate of St. 
Nicholas' Priory, (now I believe the entrance to the Mint) 
the Tanners stood on fair and market days. 

In the church of St. Olave was formerly an Organ, .as 
we learn from an agreement of Richard Chappyngton, of 
South Molton, organ-maker, with the parishioners, datqd 
10th Aug. 1536. 

Hie Registers begin with 1601.* 

In concluding, we may record the liberality of the pnh» 



* Q, What has become of the Register of the French Protec- 
tants, who were allowed the use of this church for theirpublic 
worship during the space of about seventy years ? l^e last 
ninister of the French congregation was theKev^. John CourtaU, 
(not Lewis Courtauld, as Jenkins calls him. p. 396^ ; he was 
buried October the 24th, 1759— his wife Mary, was buried 2rtb 
November, 1745. In St. Leonard's Parochial Register I read 
" John Courtail, of the City and Countv of Ezon, Gierke, and 
Mary Sanxay of the same, were married 15th October 1713.** 

N. B. The first Minister of theFrench Protestants here, and 
I believe the immediate predecessor of the said Courtail, was 
Rev. Andrew Majendie. 
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sent Rector, R«v. William Compton, who gave two hand- 
some pieces of plate to the parish, on 20th Feh. 1815. 

cuaiosus. 



No. XVI. 
KING'S TEIGNTON, 



TO THB BOITOS OP TU SXStBtt AND PLTMOVTR 

OAZBTTB. 

r BOM. a temote period. King's Teignton, witii 
Yealmpton Church, oonstituted a Prebend in Salisbury ' 
Ca^edral. The foundation was confinojad by Pope Ho- 
norius III. on 6th June, 1224. 

Tlie present fabric, dedicated to St. Michael, offers a 
respectable appearance; but owing to modem innovations 
the interior is less gratifyihg to an antiquary than the 
exterior: to the best of my judgment, the South Porch, 
with the lower part of the adjoining Aisle, is the most 

' » * r' 

ancient portion of the fabric, and is probably ^art of that' 
Cfaui^ch which Bishop Stapeldon visited, when he con-^ 
seci^ted the HigH 'Altar, on 3d May, A. Di 1318. The 
Scfeeh has long since been cleared away, yet here an(9 ' 
there we catch one of its pannels ; and thoughthe painting 
has been wantonly hacked and injiiifed, we are stih ena^' 
bled to recognise the weli-drawn figures of St. Catharine 
of .Alexandria, St. Dehys the martyr,. St, BarWa witi^-^. 
hef tow^r. Si. Helefta with tlie Ltftin cross, $nd^ St. 
Genevieve, withher torch, &c. 
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On measuring the Church, we found the length fronv 
the East Window to the end of the Nave to be 80 feet 6 
inches, and/ including the Belfry, 19 feet more; the width 
of the Church i& 40 feet and a half. The Nave opens into 
a North and South Aisle by five arches. The stately Tower 
rises 82 feet in height. 

Bishop Brantyngham, on 27th July, 1382, granted per- 
mission to John Burdon and Jane his wife, to have divine 
service performed in their domestic chapel at Burdonwere 
** in capeUa aive oratorio infra mansionem eorundem de 
Burdonwere i^fra parochiam de Teynton Regis," Q. If 
this be Higher Ware ? The Manor had been granted to 
the Burdon family, with the moiety of Teignbridge* Hun*- 
dred, by K. Henry I. 

The Parish Registers of King's Teignton antecedent to 
the year 1670, have unfortunately perished. 

HIGHWEEK. 

Dependant on Kingsteignton are the Chapels of Tsynge- 
wyJce, now called Highweek, and Newton Bushell. 
The former is mentioned in a deed of Bishop Brewer be- 
tween the years 1224 and 1244; it occurs again in a bull 
of Pope Innpcent HI, dated 5th May, 1245. Until the 
early part of the fifteenth century it enjoyed all parochial 
rights, excepting that of Sepulture^ when, in conse- 
quence of a petition from the inhabitants of Newton 
Bushell, to Pope Martin V. representing the distance from 
the Mother Church, the bad state of the roads, and the 
danger of attending a corpse in time of inundations, and 



* Bishop Lacy, 12th January, 1434. granted an indulgence 
of 40 days to sincere penitents cor^triouting to the building or 
repairing of Teignlnrijgc On the .9ih October, 1438, he grantecl 
f^ simflar indulgence in favor of Teingrace Bridge. 
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praying his Holiness to be allowed to bury their dead at 
Highweek, the said Pope, on 14th May, 1427/ gra- 
ciously recommended their case to Bishop £dmund 
Lacy, who accordingly consecrated a Cemetery at High- 
Week, with a new Chapel there, in honor of All Saints, 
on the 19th of April in the year following. This Chapel, 
commanding the most enchanting and diversified pros- 
pect, consists of a Chancel, and a Nave connected with a 
North and South Aisle by 4 arches. The fabric, including 
the Tower, is 84 feet long, and 43 wide. The Tower, 
rising to 55 feet in height, contains six bells, cast in the 
year 1781. As well as I can judge, the Chancel and 
North Aisle are the most ancient parts of the building ; in 
the Windows of the latter I observed the arms of FerrerSf 
impaled with Fhier; also the figure of St. Dorothy, 
with the basket of flowers ; St. George, in the act of kiU 
ling the Dragon ; and the instruments and emblems of the 
passion of Christ. In the centre of the Nave are repre- 
sented the Courtenay arms, and the combat of St. George 
abovementioned. The octagon Font bears four shields. — 
1. Ferrers; 2. Yard; 3. Q. Lacy; 4. Argent, a cross gules. 
This last armorial bearing occurs also in the East window 
of the North Aisle. 

NEWTON * BUSHELL. 
The Chapel of Newton Bushell (its patron Saint I can- 
not discover) is very respectable in the interior; and has 
fairer pretensions to architecture than Highweek. The 
South Aisle, communicating with the Nave by four arches, 
has a most graceful and elaborately s<Julptured Eastern 
Window. It was formerly adorned with 6 statues ; the 
inner moulding is charged alternately with the horse 
shoe, the device of the Ferrers, and the water bouget of 
the Vards. This Window deserves to be engraved. We 
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resret that the East Window of the chancel is so obstructed 
and obscured by a tablet ; in the event of ita removal/ 
would not the picture of the Nativity of our Lord (the 
handsome donation of the late James Templer^ Esq.) appear 
to greater advantage? The length of this Chapel was 
50 feet ; breadth 29 feet and a half; but of late it has 
been considerably enlarged* 

At the end of the South Aisle is a Tower 51 feet hi^h* 
Over its entrance are the remains of two sculptured niches 
once containing statues* 

The Registers of Highweek and Newton Bushell com- 
mence with the 23d of January 1654. We observed many 
marriages during the Commonweal1jh> recorded as solem- 
'nized before Thomas Reynell, Esq. Justice of the Peace. 

Near the entrance of Newton Bushell from Teign- 
bridge stands an Alms-house, founded by John Gylberd, 
Esq.* for poor lazar people. These unfortunate creatures 
are directed by the foundation deed, dated 4th October, 
1538, to choose a warden yearly from amongst themselves. 
During the founder's life they were to pray every morn- 
ing for his wealth and prosperity, and for that of the Cor- 
poration of Exeter, and after his death "for the welth of 
ther sowlesand the sowle of Elizabeth late wyffof the 
said John Gylberd, daughter of Sir John Crocker, Knight, 
for his father Otho Gylberd, his kindred and friends, for 
Richard Yard, Esq. High Lord of the lands there, and for 
John Rowe, sergeant-at-law." Every morning and even- 
ing the poor people were to attend their Chapel " here- 



• Prince confounds him with Sir John Gilbert, who died 
late in ^een Elizabeth's reign, and was buried with his Lady (a 
CSiudleigh) in St. Gabriel -s Chapel, in Exeter Cathedral. FoKo 
417, last ed. Unfortuniately the Cathedral Resfisters of burials, 
beginning with 1593, throw no light on Sir Jonn Gilbert.'* 
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iBifter to be buylded." In J^mes the First's reign, Gilbert 
Yard« Esq. mftde some additions to this charitable foun- 
dation. 

To the Rev. Thomas Wbipham, my acknowledgments 
are4ue» and are hereby given> for his polite attention to 
my av^nirie^. 

CURIOSUS. 



No. XVII. 
St. MARY CHURCH* 



TO THE BDITOB^ OF TBS EXSTSR ANH FLYHOtJllfl' 

GAZETTE. 

Domesday proves that St. Mary Church 
belonged, in the reign of Edward the Confessor, to the 
Cathedral of Exeter — thalr it was then rated at 15s. per 
annum, and that with Dawlish, Ide, and Sowton, it was 
appropriated to the maintenance' of the Canons, de 
victu Canonicorum, It is a Peculiar of the Dean and 
Chapter, with its dep^z)4ent Chapels at Coffinswell and 
Kingscarswell. 

The present fabrick cannot boast of remote antiquity ; 
probably it is not anterior to ^ reign of King Richard II. 
By measurement I found its extreme length, including 
the Belfi'yi to be 11^ feet, it& breadth 43, and the 
height of its Tow&t 69 feet. On either* side of the 
NAve is an Aisle ; but whilst the Capitals of the six Pil- 
lars on the Ndrth side are boldly carved, the correspond* 

H 2 
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ing ones on the South side arc sttikingly simple. We 
observed an octagon Font resting on a circular column. 
The neatness of the Church is highly creditable to its 
Vicar, the Rev. Edward Kitson. To the generosity 
of the late Sir Thomas Louis, Bart* the parish is in- 
debted for a noble Altar-piece, representing our blessed 
Redeemer taken down from the Cross before his entomb- 
ment. 

The only Epitaphs that I observed of any antiquity 
were in the South Aisle, viz. of Margaret the wife of 
John Hotbrim, Esq. She was one of the daughters of 
William Fowlett, and died at Coffinswell, 11th of May, 
1526. Her daughter Margaret followed hier to the grave 
the 25th of June the same year. Some persons have 
confounded them with the Holbeams, in East Ogwell, 
whose arms, according to Sir W.Pole, p. 488, Description 
of Devon, are Argent, a chevron enarched sable ; where- 
as the Leger Stone in St. Mary Church gives for the ar- 
morial bearings of Holbrine, a chevron in chief two 
torteauxes. 

Did they reside at the Barton near Coffinswell Church ? 

The Registers of Burials at St. Mary Church commence 
with 30th March, 1641 ; of Christenings, 2d May; and of 
Marriages, 24th June. 

COFFINSWELL. 

Coffinswell Chapel is low, and measures, with its Tower, 
(which contains 4 bells, 3 of which are ancient) 72 feet 
and a half in length, and 26 in breadth. A North Aisle is 
united to the Chancel and Nave by 4 arches; on the South 
of the Chancel is a very small Chantry, 10 feet by &. In 
a window of the North Aisle I observed a figure of the 
Blessed Virgin, with a label, ^w Maria ylenagracia. 
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also a fragment of the sacred name I.H.S. W ith an ex- 
ception of an ancient Font, there is little here to arrest 
the attention of an antiquary. 

The Parochial Registers begin with Christmas, 1560. 

Daccomb, within this parish, belonged to the Abbot arid 
Convent of Torre, Simon Rede, the last Abbott, on 30th 
Nov. 1538, for a fine of £15 6s. 8d. leased to Thomas 
and Jane Lange, Westbroke Estate, and the road "ultra 
Claysacre infra Man, nru de Daccombe," for their lives : 
Rent 36s. 8d; On the 9th January following he leased 
the capital messuage then called *' the Court Howse, and 
the Court Gardyn" to John and Jane Godridge, for their 
several lives, under the yearly rent of lis. 8d. On the 
28th of the same month and year, the said Abbot granted 
an estate in Daccomb, called Noleacre and Femhey, to John 
and Jane Long, for the term of their lives ; rent 26s. 6d. 

KINGSCARSWELL. 

In the evidences found in the Treasury of the Exeter 
Cathedral, in the time of Bishop Bronescombe (between 
1258 and 1280) one was intitled " Carta Tfume Perer de 
Capella de KarstcyllecoitcessaCapituh.** 

The Church of King's Carswell is 83 feet long (in- 
cluding the Belfry) by 39 feet. It consists of a Chancel; 
Nave, QXkd a North and South Aisle. In the former Aisle 
are two interesting Altar-tombs. One bears the effigy of a 
Knight, said to be Sir John Dynham,* with his pointed 
helmet, mail gorget, and surcoat, also the figure of his 
lady, Jane, daughter of Sir Thomas Courtenay, and 



*On 22d Sept. 1387, Bishop Brantyn^ham licensed Sir Johii 
Dinham and Eieanoir his wife, to have divine service performed 
in their Chapels or Oratories within their manors of Hartlandy 
Carswell, Noiewille (Nut well, now the seat of Sir Trayton 
Faller Elliot Dijike,) and ilsington. 
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Muriel* his wife. She is splendidly robed, and has on a 
rich coronet. This noble sepulchral monument is en- 
graved inLyson's History of Devon, vol. 1, p. ccctxxvi. 
In the same Aisle is another recumbent figure of a lady 
with a reticulated head-dress, two angels at her head> 
and a wyvem at her feet. 

It is sickening to behold the mutilation of monuments 
so illustrative of the costume of the age, and to witness 
the successful havoc of the Deuiben, who believe that, -— 
try what you please, there is nothing like lime,-r-aiid that 
heraldic achievements, foliage, veils, vnmples, embroi- 
dery, lace-work, coronets, necklaces, and all the varieties of 
jewellery, must be clotted and overloaded with detestable 
whitewash. These enemies of good taste and the. Arts 
ought to be overlooked in the Church with jealous sus- 
picion. In the South Aisle was another monument; but 
that has been sacrificed to the convenience of a pew. 

Formerly the Registers of Kingscarswell were lefttothe 
mercy of parishioners, as indifferent to their value as the 
whitewashers here have shewed themselves to the Arts $ 
in consequence, the records of Baptisms and Burialsbefore 
the year 1702 are destroyed, and none of Marriages prior 
to the year 1712 are now extant. 

Of these three parishes Mr. Polwhele has hardly con- 
descended to specify the names. 

To the Rev. Edwaad Kitson and Rev. Aaron Nsci^, 
I have to offer my best thanks for their personal attentions 

* This Muriel was daughter of Sir John de Molis, alias Mules, 
who died in 1337, and succeeded her father in the Manor of 
Kinffscarswell, and the Hundred of Haytor, &c. See p. 620, vol. 1, 
of Dugdale's Baronage. But Q. if thie lady buried here be not 
a Deapeiiger, or a Beauchamp r 

N. B. In 1267, Roger de Molis obtained of K. Henry III. a 
Market and Fair for King's Cariwell.' 
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when I visited their Churches, and for their obliging 

communications. 

CURIOSUS. 



• 



Since writing the above I have been honored with the 
following letter from the Rev. Edward Kitson, above 
mentioned : — 

" St. Mary Church, Nov. 23, 1824. 

" Dear Sir^-r-Since I had the pleasure of seeing you here, 
I have made what I consider rather an interesting and 
curious discovery. On examining the lower part of our 
Font, I discovered traces of sculpture, the greater part of 
whicKhad been sunk in the earth to the depth of about a 
foot. This induced me to remove the stone from its ob- 
scure station in the rubbish, and thus was brought to 
light what was undoubtedly the original Saxon Font, 
which appears to me to be of very considerable antiquity. 

'' As it lately stood, it resembled in shape the funnel of 
a glass house ; the original top having by inversion been 
made to serve ^e purpose of a hfofi, supporting the mo- 
dern top, of a much later construction; so that we have 
for a considerable time had a double Font, as it were ; 
there being cavities both at the upper and lower end, for 
baptismal purposes. The larger end of the ancient stonp 
is ornamented with a rim of about twelve inches in depth, 
consisting of seven rings, iutersecting each other, and de- 
corated with beads or studs; within these rings are 
figures of the rudest execution and grotesque character, 
and are as follow ; 

1st. — ^A bird, I think a cock, with a bunch of grapes in 
its beak. 

2d. — A boar baited by a dog. 
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3d.-^A man with a bugle in his right hand^ and a dog 
by his right side, his left hand holding ia spear. 

4th. — ^What appears designed to represent an eagle 
having in his beak a human head, and an arm holding a 
swofd. 

5th. — A figure sitting in a chair, playing on a harp. 

6th. — ^A man on horseback, blowing a bugle, which 
he holds in Lis left hand, with a sword in his right. 

7th. — ^A quadruped, apparently a dog, with the head 
regardant. 

"When the stone is thoroughly cleared of the earth, &c. 
and the parts distinctly made out, I will endeavour to 
make a drawing of the sculpture, and send it to you for 
your acceptance. 

" Should you deem this communication of any value, you 
are at full liberty to make whatever use of it you think 
proper in your intended account of our Parish Church. 

I am. Sir, 

With great respect. 
Your very obedient Servant, 

"Edward Kitson."* 



* On Monday, 2d July, 1827, this respected and worthy 
Cler^man died almost suddenly. He had performed both the 
services of his church on the preceding day, and whilst engaged 
in catechising the children of his parish, was seized with a fit 
of apoplexy, which terminated his valuable life. 
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No. XVIII. 
BOVEY TRACEY, or SOUTH BOVEY. 



TO THE EDITOB OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUm. 

GAZETTE. 

A LONG fliglit of steps gives to this Church 
an imposing appearance ; but it is remarkable^ that per- 
sons ascending here to worship their crucified Redeemerj 
must literally begin with treading on the Cross. Can 
this Japanese custom be sanctioned by that piety^ which 
now restores the Cross to the summit of our Pansh 
Churchee ? 

Bovey Tracey was the ancient manor of the Tracys, 
Barons of Barnstaple. The heir of that Sir Wm. Tracy* 
who took the lead in the assassination of St. Thomas of 
Canterbury, A* D. 1170, may have first erected a Church 
here. The present fabric, dedicated to that martyred 
Archbishop, and coeval I suppose with Edward the Tliird's 
reign, is of considerable dimensions, being 83 feet long, 
(and with the belfry, 14 feet more) by 40 wide. We 
were much pleased with its general view, but cannot help 
lamenting, that the sides of the Pulpit should be disfigured 



*6iraldns Cambrensis, p. 426, vol. 2, AngUa SacrOf says that 
Sir William was the principal of the four murderers, guatuor 
iUorumprimus, and that immediately after the act he hurried 
down to Bartholumew, Bishop of £jceter, in whose diocese he 
had considerable estates, in ct^tts ZHoceai terras amplas habe" 
bat,^-** Within three years after the bloody deed, Sir William 
died^ntCosenza in Calabria, with every sentiment of unfeigned 
repentance. 



s. 
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with some stataes of plaister, hideously streaked witJi 
paint ; and that a Screen of such exquisite workmanship 
should be overtopped with a tasteless and unseemly Gal- 
lery. This reminded us of the beginnmg of Horace's 
Book, De Jrte Poeiica,—-' 

Humano capiti cervicem, Sfc, 

On either side of the arched Nave is a North and South 
Aisle. Would it not be better, that the sculptured nodi 
OP orbs on the flat ceiling t)f the Aisles were relieved from 
thebhie painting, and that the five Pillafs on either side 
were no longer mocked with niarble ? 

The Prior and Brethren of St. John's Hoeinta]^* at 
BridgBwater, used to 'present to this Vicarage from 'the 
reign of Henry IH. until the period of the Reformation. 
In fol. 46 of Bishop Bronescombe's Register is adedsioot 
of that Palate in areferenoe made td' him by Hen^yf ds 
Tmeft ^e Lord of the' Man6r« aiid John de Wolfrinton, 
then Vioar of the Churdi. The Vical- laid claim to the 
^thesof themiUs there, and of a field called Bnadmede, 
ml belon^^g to the said Lord, who resisted the claimj; 
and contended that such tithes h&d been assigned ab 



•This community prbfe^sed the rulie of St Augmtine. An- 
thony Psrkiason, p* 21« put 2, Collectanea Aofi^o Minoritica, 
has adopted ihe error of Speed by calling it a Franciscancon' 
yeiit,'and assigned to it, tne HotpitaTs income at the dissolu- 
tion, viz. £12(j> 198. l|d. The fact is, this Hospital had bem 
founded by William Lord Brewer before the existence of the 
FVanciscan order. 

t litis Henry (who was the last Baron of Barnstaple of the 
name of Tracy, and whose only daughter, Matilda, married 
Nidfoiss Martyn, Lord of Dartington,) obtained of King 
Henty FII. A. D. 1259, a market at Boyey on Thursday, arid a 
fair fte3 days at the feast of St Thomasof Canterbury's Trans- 
latiotk 7th Jnly* 

N.B, Sir W. Pole; p. 14; Description of Devon^ says, ** ^ 
Dwelling House of this Iiord Henry Trscy was at TaTistOcK."-*- 
Q.ifnotTaw8tock. 
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wi^tjMo; tothe Biq^rto£a perpetual Chaplain^ whosedaty 
itwas.to oetobrate the aMStof Oox htdf in tiieaaid CSraith, 
and that for 40 years or more, this Gbaplaiiiy and net'4he 
Vicar; had regularly taken the said tithes. In January, 
1270, Bp. Bronescombe gave judgment in the case by 
assigning the tithes in question^to the Vicar, binding him 
to find a Chaplain to celebrate for the patrons, parishion- 
ers, and benefactors of the Church, and enjoined the 
parishioners to pay to the Vicar the sum of two marks at 
Easter and Michaelmas, towards the support of the said 
Chaplain. In default of such payment on their part, the 
Vicar was to be exonerated from finding a Chaplain. 
Should 'the Vioarhowei^r neglect '-for the space of a 
month to fill up the vacancy occasioned by -^e death or 
reipoval of the Chaplain, the parishioners then were to 
he. entitled to present a Chaplain to the Archdeacon^ aiid 
the person so presented was to receive the tithes of. the 
mills SLud.qf • Broadmede, as. also, the pem^on.pf. thet^o 
marks. 

The principal armorial beari^ in the .Qwch. are .of 
Archbishop Laujd, Bishop Hall, and of^ ^e, familieQ.of 
Eveleigh, Stawell^ {Iele,,and Southcptt. 

Indhio, in .this parish, was some time a jEMory, says Sir 
W. Pole,^, p.. 266. ILisdpn. repeats the same asserti^n^ 
p. 134. PolwhelQ does t^e same, p. 496. , Alter diligent 
enquiry we believe .liiis to bean errqr^ by jconfoimdifig the 
property with the Priory or Hospital itself at Bridgwater, 
If it had been a religious establishment, doubtless it would 
have been noticed in the Registers of the See of Exeter. 
•Jt ia v^.e^ctaiAjthe.jMitus^ at |n^io yi^mk built.hy iSfUm 
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Southcott,* of Bovey Tracey, Esq. who liftd realized afor- 
tune as a stewardand a tithe-holder, under several monas- 
teries in Devonshire. 

CURIOSUS, 



No. XIX. 
WOOLBOROUGH, 



TO THS BDITOR OFJCffE SXBTXR AKD PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

Of the early history of this Church, we know 
but little. William Lord Brewer, in 1196, granted the 
town of Woolboro', with the advowson of its Church, to 
his splendid foundation of Torre Abbey. It formed part 
of its possessions until the final di^olution of that mo- 
nastery, 23d Feb. 1539*t ^^ several leases granted by 
Simon Rede, the last Abbott of Torre, I meet with the fol- 
lowing places "t9|/ra manerium nostrum de Wbolborough, 
Strayer Park, Hokelonde, Rowsea Hill, Rotoses Garden, 
Heth^ld, Henborough, Gaulemore,Bromehill, MideUparke, 
Longparke, Sampford Mede, and Wbolborough Mede/' 
The Parish Church stands on an elevated situation, and 



* He died 16th Sept. 1556, and ^ivas buried at Shillingford. 

f Edward Courtenay, Earl of Devon, by deed, dated Tiver- 
ton, 28th June, Anno 1 2 Hen. IV. confirmed to the Abbey ffcls 
grant of William Briwerr de tota viOa de WeUeburgk ; as also 
Sie Prebend of AstecUat made to the Abbey by Robt and Ma- 
tilda Courtenay, as also the grant of an estate called Holrigg^ 
which Petronilla de Holrigg Bad made to the Abbey. 
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U of considerable dimensions, being full 118 feet long by 
40 wide, in the interior. The Nave opens into a North 
and South Aisle, by 6 arches. It must be evident to every 
observer, that the greater part of the South Aisle is com- 
paratively modem ; on its Eastern extremity may be 
seen from the church-yurd the date A®. D'. M®. V*. XVI, 
With the exception of a most ancient Font, I saw but 
little here to challenge attention. In a window of the 
Chancel is the iascription^ " Oraiepro omnibus henrfacto- 
ribus qui istam fenesiram vitrari feeerwU.** In other win- 
dows I observed the figures of SS. Barbara and Mary 
Magdalene, and the well-known arms of Courtenay, Fer- 
rers, Yard, Archdeacon ReynbU, and a few others, which 
I could not decypher. Until the dissolution of Tor 
Abbeys I believe the Parish Church was usually served by 
one of its Canons. 

The Registers of Woolborough, as I am informed by 
the Rev. John Bradford, commence with the 15th of 
Nov. 1558. — Of St. Leonard's Chapel, in Newton Abbots 
"Cajtella Sci Leonardo apud Nywaton Ahbcdis," mention is 
made in a document of 29th May, 1350 ; see fol. 91, vol. 
3, of Bp. Grandisson's Register. It occurs again in the 
case of William Michel, Abbot of Torre and the Convent 
there, vepsus the Bui^gesses of Newton Abbott, and which 
was refer-red, on 2d M«rch, 1411, to Robert Frensheand 

9 

William Gybbe, Justices of our Lord the King (Henry 
IV.) then holding the assises at l^xeter. 

The Abbot and Convent;, as Lords of the Manor of Wool- 
4>orough, of which Manor the town of Newton Abbot is 
parcel, and as impropriate Rectors of Woolborough Church, 
within which parish St. Leonard's chapel is situated, com-^ 
plained of divers trespasses committed by the Burgesses 
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of Newton Abbot aforesaid, by bkvmg disseised iliefil 
of one messuage^ and half an acre of 'land, in Newton 
Abbot, by their having broken down certslin fences and a 
gate in Woolbbfro', by having prevented the bailiffs of the 
Abbey* ftom lenrying the tolls, customs, and other profits 
of the fairs and market within the town aforesaid ; by 
having turned cattle into the pastHres of WooUboro'i by 
having introduced CleigymeQ' into St. Leonard's Chap^, ikr^ 
thepTCjadice of theriglitsof the mother church, and by 
having holden courts withotit the authority of the Abbots 
and even in defiance of his orders« In reply the Burgesses 
allegedy that the miesstiftge complained of was St. Leo<< 
nard's Chapel, which -had been used by the burgesses and' 
inhabittttits fl^otii tiine imm^lmorialj that the land said to 
be disseised was situate in the middle of th&High^street; 
at the east end of the said Chapel ; that on the said land 
were fixed shambles and stands, where tradesmen laid 
out their goods on fairs and market days, and butchers 
exposed their meat, and bakers their bread; that 
at other tinies, according to established custom,- the bur- 
gesses and inhabitants there exposed fish, wool, clothes, 
&c. ; Ihat the burgesses yearly elected from amongst 
themselves a head-bailiff and other officers; that they 
had rented the tolls of the fairs and markets from the 
Abbot and Convent, and had regularly paid the stipulated 
rent; As to the breaking of the fences and gate, that a 
wood belonging to the Abbot and Convent lay between 
the town and the Parish Church, through which wood was 
the ancient church-path. This path had been blockied up 
by the Abbot's servants, and they submitted that they had 
but exercised a just right in breaking down the fence and 
removing the gate. With respect to the pasturage, it had 
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been enjoyed by the tenants of the Abbey from time im- 
memorial. The judges above-mentioned, decided on 4th 
March, that the free tenure of S. Leonard's Chapel, as 
well as the land occupied by the lands and shambles were 
clearly Tested in the Abbot and Convent of Torre ; but 
that the public was entitled to the free use of the Chapel ; 
all offerings, oblations, and profits, however, belonging 
to the Abbot and Convent ; the absolute right of the latter 
to the stalls and shambles was also fully admitted ; but 
accompanied with a recommendation of farming them to 
the head bailiff, at a fixed annual rent. 

In this parish is Ford- House. Risdon, p. 137, mistakes 
it for some religious establishment. I think the building 
was begun by Sir Richard Reynell, towards the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth's reign^ and completed early in K. James 
the First's. Jane^ the only surviving child of this Sir 
Richard, by his wife (Lucy Brandon) married gir Wm. 
Waller, Knt. The fruit of this marriage was Richard, 
baptised in Exeter Cathedral, 28th Oct. 1630, who died 
unmarried, and Margaret, married toSirWm. Courtenay, 
(the sixth of that name) of Powderham, Bart. Her Lady- 
ship having brought him nineteen children, died 19th 
January, 1693. The Baronet departed this life 4th Aug. 
1702, set. 74. See p. 303 of Cleveland's history of the 
Courtenay family. 

CURIOSUS. 
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No. XX. 

TORRE MOHUN. 



TO THE BDITO& OF THB EXSTER AND PLYl&QyTH 

GAZETTE. 

1 HE Parish Churcli here was appropriated by 
William Lord Brewer to his foundation of Tor Abbey.* 
The present fabric^ however, can have no pretensions to 
such antiquity; but was probably erected a full centuiy 
later. It measures in its greatest length 70 feet by 42. 
A North and a South Aisle communicate with the Nave 
by 4 arches ; but it is lamentable to witness the total dis- 
regard of symmetry and character in the tracery of the 
windowiJ of the former Aisle. In consequence of the ac- 
cumulation of interments within the walls, may we be 
allowed to recommend more attention to the ventilation 
of the Church ? At the western end is a Gallery, erected 
jn the year 1^60 : it was charged with heraldic shields, 
but many have beep sacrificed to make way for additional 
wings. Amongst those that remain we observed Dennis, 
Southcott, Gary, Ridgway, Copleston, Seymour, &c. 

The inscriptions on the monument of Ridgeway, in the 

South Aisle may be seen in Prince's "Worthies of Devon.*' 

On the outer corbels of the East Window of the Chancel 

are the arms of Brewer, Mohun, and Tor Abbey. In a 



*P. 652, 4. Vol. 11, Dugdale's Monasticon, London, 1661. 
— Ad^jD, appointed the first Abbot, with six Canons, from 
Welbeclk^ arrivcci at Torre on25tli March, 1196. 
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deed now before me, entitled "jyro domo EccksitB vocafa 
Church House," and dated 27th May, 1520, I read that 
Thomas Dyere, Abbot of Our Saviour's Church of Torre, 
and the convent of the same place, granted and confirmed 
to Thomas Worcester, John Bartlett, sen. William Colcott, 
Roger BaTtlett,jun. John Waye, Thomas Colcott, John 
Bartlett, jun. Thomas Waye, Thomas Stremer, and 
'Htomas Bishop, a parcel of land in Torre Mohun, lying 
and being there, between Torre Mohun on the South, the 
land of John Cokeman on the west, the King's highway 
on the north, and the Church-path on the east, con- 
taining 70 feet in length and 24 in breadth, to hold the 
same to the ten persons above-mentioned and their assigns 
for ever, to the use, behoof, and profit of the Parish Church 
of Tor Mohun, "adusum, opu8 et prcficuum Ecclesim pavo- 
cMalis/* under the yearly rent to the Abbot and convent, 
and their successors, of l6d. at Michaelmas, in lieu of 
all other services and demands. This building, lately 
enlarged, serves now f6r the parish workhouse. The- 
registers of Tor Church begin with the year 1628. 

Behind the east end of the parish Church are remains 
of an ancient building and many traces of foundations. 
Here, I imagine the Brewers and Mohuns resided ; Cam- 
den says, in his Britannia, the Wakes also. Baldwin 
Wake did certainly marry Isabella, the daughter of Wm.' 
Lord Brewer ; and though he may have visited, I can 
discover no instance of his family taking up its residence 
here. In folio 654, vol. 2, of Monasticon, is the agreement 
between Simon, Abbott of Torre, and Reginald de Mohun, 
datedTuesday before Easter, 1241, relating to the erec- 
tion of a domestic Chapel by the latter in his court-house 
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at Torre, " in curia sua de Tkorre,*' Here this illustrious 
nobleman closed his life sixteen years later. His end is 
related in the register of Newenham Abbey, fol. 26, and 
I think may prove interesting to our readers. 

" In the year of our Lord, 1257, on Sunday 20th of 
January, the feast of Saints Fabian and Sebastian. Regi- 
nald de Mohun, the Lord of Dunstorre, and Founder of 
Newenham Abbey, entered the way of all flesh, at Torre, 
in Devonshire. His end was this. Qn being attacked 
by severe illness at Torre, he sent for a Franciscan Friar, 
called Henry, at that time a learned professor of theology 
at Oxford. The said Friar arrived at Torre, on the Wed- 
nesday before Reginald's death, and received his humble, 
entire, and sincere confession. Early on the Friday 
morning, as the said Friar entered the bed-room, Regi- 
thus thus addressed him : — " I have had a vision this 
night ; I imagined myself to be in the Church of the White 
Monks, and when on the point of leaving it, a venerable 
personage, habited like a pilgrim, presented himself, and 
accosted me thus : ' Reginald, I leave it to your option 
either to come to me now in safety and without hazard, 
or to await until the week next before Easter, exposed to 
danger.' My reply was, ' My Lord I will not wait, but 
will follow you forthwith.' As I was preparing to 
follow him, he said, ' No, not as yet, but 
you shall securely join me on the third day.' 'This was 
my dream and vision." The Confessor, sSter admini- 
stering motives of consolation, returned to his own 
chamber, and during a short slumber, dreamed that he 
was present in the aforesaid Cistercian Monastery, and 
beheld a venerable person attired in white, conducting a 
boy more radiant than the sun, and vested in a robe 



brighter than chrystal, from the baptismal fdnt towards 
the Aliar^ On enquiry whose beautifdl child this was* 
the-persDfi answered^ • This is the soul of the venerable 
Reginald of Mohun.' TTie third day arriving, Reginald 
requested Henry ta recitePWwic et 'fierce, ' as my hour (he 
said) is approaching;" ' for he was in the habit of hearing 
repeated the whole divine ofllce. "The Friar having done 
so, went tb the Abbey Church to celebrate Mass. The 
intriot was Oireumdederunt me^ &c. Mtes being over, the 
said Friar returned in his priestty vestments bringing with 
him the Viaticum to fortify the Lord Reginald, with the 
receiving of the body and blood of Christ. As heentered 
the bed-ehamber; Reginald was anxious to rise> but could 
not from excessive weakness » About ten persons -were 
present; to whem he said, ' why not assist me to meet my 
Saviour and Redeemer ?* And these were his last words. 
Henry then gave him the Communion, and afterwards the 
extreme unction, and then began with the Priests and 
Clerks the recommendation of a departing soul. At the* 
end of these prayers, Reginald being still alive, they be- 
gan to repeat th^n ; and whilst they were reciting the 
words, ' All ye Saints pray for him/ without a groan or 
apparent agony, he slept in the Lord. His corpse was 
removed to Newnham, and deposited on the left side of the 
High Altar." The Registrar then adds, "When the pave- 
ment of the Sanctuary of our Conventual Church was 
re-laid, in the year of our Lord 1333, the body of the 
said founder (seventy-five years after its interment) was 
found in the sarcophagus perfectly incorrupt and unin- 
jured, and exhaling a fragrant odour. For three days it 
lay exposed to public view ; / saw it and felt it ; quod 
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quidam corpus vidit palpavi ; et per triduum pupUce diecoo^ 
pertumjacuit. Anno Domini MCCCXXXIII/' 

Torwood Grange, " Grdngia de Jbrwode," was granted 
to Sir Thomas Dennis, on 25tlLJt}ne, 1541. 

On 24th Feb. 1563, King Edward IV. granted to John 
Ridgeway,* and John Petre, Esquires, in consideration 
of the sum of 458Z. 6s. 6d. paid to Sir Edmund Beau- 
champ> Knight, the whole manor of OdicknoUef and 
Chandeigh, lately belonging to Christchurch, Hants, the 
manor of Torr Mohun, and all appurtenances and rights 
in Odiclcnolle, Chamleigh, EgeynsweU, SoutkunUberg, and 
Tbrmoham, in the county of Devon ; also Hdlyngcombe, 
containing about 16 acres in the parish of Ley, in Somer- 
setshire, once belonging, " Gilde de Stokelake aUas dicte 
MicheU Stoke" in Dowlting parish, Somersetshire ; also 
an estate called Lamomffilde, in Camerton Parish, Somer- 
setshire, once the property of the Priory of Bath, "nuper 
Prioratui de Bathe, modo dissoluto quondam speetantem 
et pertiwentem." 



f This JUi^ewauhtid been appointed one of the Stewards to 
Torr Abbey Just before its dissolution, viz, 8th January, 30th 
of Henry VlII. and like many others in the same capacitySuc- 
ceeded m realizing a considerable fortune. N. B. Thds. 
Ridgeway, his grandson, was created Earl of Londonderry. 

* Sixty-four acres and a half in **Odicknolle, Welbergh, and 
Ogensiirell,'* with 728. 2d. rent, had been granted to Christ- 
church by Hugh Courtenay, Earl of Devon, m April, 1336. 

N. B. Robert, Earl of Londonderry, presented a petition to 
the Worshipfiii John Maftlcy, Esq. Steward of the Stannary 
Courts of Devon, stating that on 10th April, 1695, he wa.s seized 
of three several tin woncs, situate in the parishes of Tor Mohun 
and St. Mary Church ; that great quantities of tin ore were 
digged up and thrown on the grass of the said several and re- 
spective tin works ; that he had erected a stamping mill, and 
had expended upwards of £500 in his enterprise, out complained 
that Eanrard Cary, of Tor-Abbey, Eac^. and others, had mverted 
the water course from the said stamping mill. 
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The very ancient^ and cuiioufi chapel of St. Michael 
(sometimes called St. Mary's) on the hill, may have been 
intended for a sea mark. 



Mr. Editor,— J have now redeemed my pledge of 
attempting to illustrate the history of some of our Parish 
Churches. In this interesting pursuit I claim no other 
jsierit than of being a pioneer to my betters. When I can 
command more leisure, I shall not unwillingly return to 
piy labors. Thanking the public for their encouragement 
I take my leave for the present, always remaining 

Your faithful servant, 

CURIOSUS. 
January.!, 1825. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND. PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

SlE, 

JVlY learned friend Curiosus haYing stn-- 

pended his communications relative to our Ecclesiastical 
Antiquities, I have been induced to follow up his la- 
bours — " hand passibua tequis," The following account 
of the Church at Moreton Hampstead is at your service, 
and I >intend to forward to you some similar articled, in 
the hope that Curioms may shortly tiestime'hls< -illus- 
trations. 

DEVONIENSIS, 



No. XXI. 
MORETON HAMPSTEAD. 



X HE Manor of Moreton became the property 
of the Courtenays, most probably by a grant from the 
Crown, in the reign of Edward I. It has ever since 
remained with that family, and is now vested in. Viaconnt 
Courtenay. The patronage of the Rectory has accompuT 
nied the manor. 
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Hie Church is situated at the east end of the town, and 
is dedicated to St. Andrew ; it is a respectable Mianc, oi 
the style of pointed architecture which prevailed in the 
15th century, and consists of a nave, . connected with 
north and south aisles by five arches, a chancel, a vestry, 
and a south porch ; its ertreme length exceeds 80 feet, and 
its breadth 40 feet. Hie windows are large, and abound 
with ramified tracery. The arches in the interior are 
obtusely pointed, andspring firom plain octagonal columns. 
The screen is in good preservation, and adorned with 
scrolls of vine leaves, bunches of grapes, &c. and 
surrounded with borders of quatrefoils, inclosing roses. 
The north and south fronts of the Church, and the porch, 
are embattled ; there are likewise two small «mbattled 
turrets, one on each side, which led up to the rood loft- 
Hie tower contains sis good bells ; and on the west side, 
over the belfry door, are three niches. The communion 
table, pulpit, and gallery, are handsome, but modem. 

On the north wall of the chancel there is a tablet to the 
memory of Francis Whiddon, A. M. who was 39 years 
lilinister of this parish, and died Jan. 6, A. D. 1656, etatis 
65. He was son of Francis Whiddon, of Whiddon, in 
Chagford, Esq. and married Ann, the daughter of John 
Southmead, of Wray, gent. Armsr^A chevron between 
3 pheons' heads, a crescent for difference. — Whiddon, 
impaling ; per fess wavy gules and ermine, in chief an 
eagle displayed Or. — Southmead.* On the south wall of 
the chancel is a handsome marble monument to the 



• Whiddon was aathor of a small tract, *' The Topaz, or 
Heart Jcwd, 1656." 

K 
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mBiQorf of the late Dr. Fynes, who was 38 years Eector 
of tb£ jiaridi; he died April 29, 1774, setat. 79. 

ThexosmBamion-plate is handsome.. TheparishTe^lien 
commeDee in 1603> and aa-e: perfect from that ttme. 

On the BOIdiMay, 1453, Peter Coortenay was ftoatiAttted 
to thf zfictory of Moreton, on the death of Walter Collea» 
Precentor tkf Exeter. He was third son of the pattna^ 
Sir PhiHp'Coiirtenay, and on the 8th of June, 1463^ "tras 
collated to the Archdeaconry of fix^r, afterwards ata 
Baan and Bishop, «nd translated to Winchester. 

At Ihccombe, a manor belonging tothq I)ean andOhap- 
tar of GanterVvry, in this parish, theve is a small Chapai, 
now deseomted. In a copy of an old . preeentOKuat rdll 
iatsy.poasessioB, I find mention made of the Chaplaia. 

Mr. Polwhele, in his work, which he facetiomly calk 
tiieiHiatory of Devonshire, has hardly condescended to 
aaliice the >ma[t1cet town and large padsh of Mdrelon 
Hampatead. 

DEVONIENSIS. 



No. XXII. 
^LSINGTON. 



TO tHB IfntTOR OP TttE EXETER AND fLYKOtr-fH 

GAZETTE. 

1 H£ village of Ilsington is in a high situation^ 
at the foot of the High Tor Downs. From the church- 
yard there are fine views of the country tothe soutii^east. 
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The Church is an inteFesting £ibnc> and has not under- 
gone so- many tasteless alterations as n^any of our coun- 
try Churches unfortunately hove ; it is dedicated to St. 
Midiaeiy and consists of a nave, connected with the side 
•isles hy five arches springing from slender clustered co>- 
lamns> a transept, chancel, and southr porch. The body 
of the Church was erected in the beginning of the 1 5th 
century ; the windows are large and handsome ; the arches 
are obtuse ; the upper part of the nortik aiele is at least a 
oentury older than the nave ; the windows are narrow 
and pointed. The extreme length, including the belfry, 
is 9^ feet^ the breadth of the nave and aisles, 38 feet^ and 
of the* transept, 62 feet ; on the south siofe of the dumcel 
there was a piscina, now plastered up. The s(ireen is 
handsome, and tolerably perfect, richly ornamented witii 
tracery of grapes^ vine foliage and acorns, and an under 
boiler of quatrefoils. The steps to the rood-loft remain. 
Some of the old open seats are still Itft; they are hand- 
somely carved and ornamented witii crockets, finials, 
and quatrefoils ; the arms of Beaumont and Pomeroy 
appear on these carvings. The corbels, on which the 
abutments of the acches rest on the transept, are adorned 
with rude figures in small niches, representing ecdestasticB 
holding sta£&, books, and musical instruments. In the 
bosses of the wood- work of the roof are figures of animals, 
knots, heads, &c. ; the carving is of the style of the 13th 
century, and the moulding is rich. The plain stone 
altar-piece was given by the late Mr. Hale, of lagsdon. 
In the windows of the chancel are a few pieces of painted 
glass, representing heads of the Virgin^ likewise a rich 
canopy of tabernacle woHu In the upper window of the 
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south aisle, on acn escutcheon, are three crescents suT' 
mounted with crosses Or, a symbol of the triumph of 
Cfaristiamty over Mahometanism. The communion 
plate is handisome, the gift of the Rev^ Philip Nanson, a 
former Vicar. The north and south fronts,^ and the 
porch, are embattled ; at the western extremity of the 
north front is a small circular embattled turret, rising* 
above the roof. The tower contains five bells. . 

At the end of tite north transept, on an altar tombr 
under a pointed sepulchral arch, is a lull-length stone 
figtireof a Lady, clothed in a long gown, mantle and veil, 
Ihis monument is in a very decayed state, and is of the 
13th century. It was most probably erected for one of 
the Dinham family, who at that time possessed the 
Manor. 

On a grave-stone near the south entrance is the follow^ 
ing imperfect inscription, in text hand : "Beati iunt qui*** 
On the same stone, are some curious figures, evidently 
more ancient than the inscription, and similar to the rude 
ornaments occasionally met with on grave-stones, and 
conjectured to be Saxon. 

The upper part of the north aisle is appropriated to 
Bagtor, a seat of the late Lord Ashburton, and for- 
merly the residence of the Ford family. The upper part 
of the south aisle is impropriated to Ingsdon, formerly 
the residence of ^e Beaumont and Pomeroy fami- 
lies. In these aisles are some monumental inscriptions 
to the memory of the Fords and the Pomeroys. 

After the defeat of Lord Wentworth's brigade by 
Cromwell, on. the 9th of January, 1646, near Bovey 
Tracey, Ilsington Church was occufned for a while as a 
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place Dfretreatby some of the fugitives, who quitted it 
on the approach of Cromwdi's army. Until the year 
1338, Plympton Priory enjoyed the appropriation of 
Ilsington Church ; it was then anneied to the Collegiate 
Church of St. Mary Ottoy, and at the Reformation was 
Ranted to the Dean and Canons of Windsor, who are 
now the patrons of the Vicarage, and impropriators of 
the great tithes, under whom they are held on lease by 
Miss Filmore. Bishop Grandisson taxed the Vicarage, 
12th April, 1342, when it was endowed with the small 
tithes, oblations, mortuaries, &c. and a portion of the 
glebe lands. The Vicir was t6 keep a lamp burning day 
and night throughout; the year, over a shrine in the Church 
of St. Mary Ottery, or to pay annually one mark sterling 
for the purpose to the said Collegiate Church. " Dictus 
etiam Vicanua et successores sui teneant unam lampadem ar- 
^kntem cum oleo dedie, et moriuaarium, cumsepe de node per 
toium annum in Ecclesia Sancta Marite de Otery pradicta 
9ui8 sumptifms, \>ei ad ider/i optts unam marcam sterlingoruin 
dicto collegio solvere annuatim."* 

Bishop Brantyngham> 22d Sept. 1387* licensed Sir 
John Dinham, and Eleanor his wife, to have an oratory 
in their manor of Ilsington. 

The register, which commences in 1558, (1 Eliz.) is per- 
fect from that time, and is one of the best preserved I 
have ever had an opportunity of consulting. 

Some further particulars of this Church, so interesting 
to the antiquary, may hereafter be expected, in a work 



* ^roma copy of the Endowment in the possession of Miss 
Filnore. 

K 2 
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now preparing for tht press, on the '' Historicid and 
Monumental Antiquities of the Hundred of Teinbridge." 
I have to acknowledge the kind and liberal assistance I 
haVe received from the Rev. J. Palk, late Vicar of Ilsing- 
ton, in my researches respecting ^is Church. 

DEVONIENSIS. 



No. XXIII. 
LUSTLEIGH. 



To THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 

(JAZETTE. 

LuSTLEIGH Church is situated in a seques- 
tered valley, four miles south-east of Moreton, and amidst 
some of the most beautiful scenery in the county. The 
tower, rising above the treesj perfectly harmonizes with 
the adjoining woods and rocky Tors. 

The Church is small and low, but the state of repair 
in which it is kept is creditable to the parishioners. It is 
dedicated to St. John the Baptist, and consists of a nave, 
a north aisle connected with the nave by four obtuse 
arch«s, springing from clustered columns, a south transept, 
a chancel, and a south porch. The chancel and tran- 
sit, from their disproportionate size, . must have ori' 
ginally beloqged to a larger edifice than the present body 
of the Church, and were erected about the commence'^ 



ANTIQriTIES. 89 

ment of the 14th century. The nave is at least a cen- 
tury later ; the arches are obtusely pointed. The screen 
is perfect, and much adorned with the usual ornaments 
—vine-leaves, grapes, and tracery ; in the lower com- 
partment is a row of small carved figures, several of them 
holding labels. On the south side of the chancel are 
three sedilia, of equal height, with plain trefoil, arched 
heads, and a double piscina, and likewise several brackets. 
On the north side is a monumental arch, rather sunk. The 
arch connecting the nave with the belfry is now blocked 
up, some singing-seats being raised againdt it. In the 
floor at the east end of the aisle are a few ornamented 
tiles. In the north windows there was formerly a consi- 
derable quantity of painted glass, a great portion of which 
has been removed, and only a few figures are now left: — 
a Virgin and Child ; St. Michael treading on the Dragon> 
his hands clasped, and holding a lance surmounted with 
a cross ; St. James, hia staff in one hand, a book in the 
, the other ; a Bishop in the attitude of prayer. The steps 
leading to the rood-loft are still left. An ancient circular 
font, rudely formed, the shaft surrounded with a fascia. 
The porch is embattled. On the right, as you enter, are 
the f emains of a small column, ornamented and apparent-^ 
ly out of place. The tower is low, and contains four 
bells. The Church is well seated, and very neat ; in 1807 
it was injured by lightning, the effects of which are pointed 
"^ out in the chancel. 

In the transept, at the south end, on an altar tomb, are 
the effigies of a Knight, in stone ; this monument is 5 feet 
in length, and is in a state of great decay from the damp. 
It is said to have been originally cross-legged ; the legs 
rest on an animal ; one hand supports a shield, but the 
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arms are completely obliterated ; tiie helmet is rounded^ 
and the vizor open ; it appears to be of the 14th century^ 
Mr. Lysons^ who saw this monmnent some years since* 
before it was so much mutilated, describes it as a "Knight 
in a surcoat, with his right hand on his shield, the left on 
his sword/' This monument is likewise mentioned by 
Risdon, p. 333 : — " In an aisle of this Church is a 
tomb, with the statue of a Knight cut thereon, 
cross-legged, in stone, on whose shield are three lions 
between six cross crosslets, by which I conceive it was 
one of the family of Prouse/' The same author halft 
preserved a mandate from Grandisson, Bishop o€ 
Exeter, ordering the body of Sir William Prouse to be 
removed to Lustleigh from Holberton, where he had been 
interred contrary to the directions of his will. It has 
been conjectured, therefore, that this monument is that 
of Sir William Prouse ; several cross crosslets are cut on 
the helmet. 

In the north aisle are two monumental arches ; one is 
tompletely blocked up by the pews; and the other, con- 
taining the effigies of a Lady, is nearly so. Mr. Lysons 
says, '' In the north aisle, under two obtuse arches, are 
the effigies of a Knight, in armour, and his Lady; he has 
his right hand on'his shield; she is habited in a long 
gown." Risdon likewise alludes to these monuments : 
"Another tomb there is arched over, where some say the 
Lord Dynham and his Lady were interred, whose pictures 
are to be seen very glorious in a glass window, having 
their armories between them, and likewise in their sur- 
coats, escutcheons of arms."* 

* By Lord Dynham, he must mean Sir Robert Dynham. 
The arms of that family are — gules, 4 fusils in fess ermine. 
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Tbe greatest cariqeity connected with the church is the 
inscribed stone at the . threshold; various conjectures 
haye been formed concerning the letters^ but nothing 
satisfactory has ever been offered; they bear the greatest 
resemblance to Greek ; and a Greek inscription* with 
letters very similar* was observed by Mr. Morier* at 
Nakshi Rustam* near Persepolis* and may be seen in the 
first volume of bis ** Travels through Persia."* 

The communion plate formerly consisted of a chalice 
only* the gift of the Rev. Edward Basill* a former Rec- 
tor* who died Jan. 6* 1667. The Rev. William Davy 
made a handsome present to the Church* of a flagon* and 
two patens* with the following inscription: ''The gift of 
Wh. Davy* (aged 78) 36 years curate of Lustleigh* to 
that pari8h*fbr the use of the sacrament for ever : 1822.''t 

The Register commences in the year 1631* and is perfect 
from that time. 

DEVONIENSIS. 



* *<The inscriptioa at Lustleigh might be that of a mve* 
stone, from the circumstance of burying in church poruies in 
very remote times." Letter from T. Northmore, Esq. 

. ^ This venerable Clerg^yman died on the 12th June, 1826, 
Stat. 83. By his will he devised a meadow, worth above 300/. • 
for the endowment of a school in this parish, to teach poor 
children to read. He also gave 10/. towards building a school- 
house. A siiort time before his death, he was presented to the 
Vicarage of Winkleigh, by the Bishop of Exeter. 
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No. XXIV. 
NORTH BOVEY. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE SXBTEE AN^D VX^YMOtrTtt 

GAZETTE, 

NOKTH BOVEY is a wild rocky parisli, on 
the borders of Dartmoor. The Manor, at the time of the 
Domesday Survey, was a part of the Barony of Totnes, 
and was held by Tergesius under Judhel de TotenesB<» 
It afterwards passed by intermarriages and alienations 
through the familes of Pipard, Warrin Lord Lisle, Berke- 
ley, Beauchamp Earl of Warwick, Neville, Paulet, and 
Langdon. John Langdon, Esq. the last of the family, 
who died in 1742, left the Manor to his brother-in-law. 
Sir William Courtenay, of Powderham, whose grandson. 
Viscount Courtenay, now possesses it. The paikronage of 
the Rectory has accompanied the manor. 

The Church, dedicated to St. John the Baptist, is a re- 
spectable fabric, in good repair, firmly built of granite, and 
of the pointed style of the 15th century : it possesses no 
architectural beauty; the arches are obtusely pointed, and 
in repairing the windows, some of the muUions and tra- 
cery work have been entirely removed. The interior 
consists of a nave, connected with side aisles by five 
arches, springing from clumsy octagonal columns, and a 
south porch and chancel. The screen remains, but has 
sustained some injury ; it is adorned with foliage and 
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quatce-fails. There are but few pews> the old low seats 
being still left ; they add much to the appearance of the 
interior, as they are in unison with the original architec- 
tane of the building, and are greatly superior in accom- 
soodation to the ugfy square boxes of all sizes and forms, 
with which the greater part of our Churches are deformed. 
In the upper compartments of several windows of the 
north aisle, areaferw fragments of painted glass^ repre- 
senting figures of animals; birds, and flowers ; one of the 
heads has its tongue protruded.* The Church underwent 
c6nsiderable repairs in 1759^ when a neat gallery and 
pulpit were erected. The altar-piece is neat and appro - 
priate. The tower is 70 feet in height, and contains six 
bells. On a grave-stone in the chancel — ''Here lyeththe 
body of George Ivie, the Rector of this parish, who died 
February 8th, Anno Dom. 1704.*' — ^Arms, quarterly first 
and fourth — Arg. a lion rampant gules. Jvie, second and 
third — ^Arg. a fess raguly gules between three annulets. 
Sab. Viell. On a tabht -against the north wall of the 
Chancel — " Hereunder lyeth the body of Thomas Parr, 
Rector of this parish 29 years, who was buried January 
12, 1733, And at his death gave five pounds to the poor 
Bay-laboOTcrs jof this parish ; and *If kerwise three pounds 
yearly for 6ie education <>f poor <^ild]'ea of itiie saM 



*Heads with protruded tongues . are freouentl^ observed in 
our Churches in^e carved work of the roore, or in the stained 
■ glass in the windows. Similar figures have been found on 
patene and terra-cottas taken from tombs in Greece, and the 
southern ipiovinces of Italy. Mr. Dodwdlbas noticed the same 
figures on 'Grecian coins. Dr. Clarke, in his "Greek Marbles/' 
has'a dissertation on these aBtiquifies ; ke considers them to 
ber«ymbdls of mortalifey. In'tfae -same wetk tliere is an iofter* 
estiug letter from the E«t\ of Aberdeen en the same subject. 
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parish for ever^ to be paid out of the estate of Higher 
Langdon after one life/'* 

The parish register commences in 1 572 ; the first volmne 
down to the year 1691« is in a mutilated state. During 
the time of the Commonwealth are the entries of several 
marriages performed before Rowland Whiddon and 
Thomas Reynell, Justices of the Peace. 

The earliest Incumbent, of whom I can find any record, 
is John de Coleshull, who was instituted 24th April, 1279^ 
on the presentation of Sir Thomas Pypard. 

DEVONIENSIS. 



No. XXV. 
GLYSTWYCK, or CLYST St. GEORGE. 



TO TMS EDITOa 07 THE EXETER AND PLTMOUTH 

GAZETTE 

CL^CSTWYCK,usuaUycaUedClyst St. George^f 
^m^ts Patron Saint, belonged in the reign of K. Henry 
JU. to the Abbey de Valle Sanctse Marise in Normandy. { 
How the right of patronage was transferred to the Prior 
and Convent of Merton, in Surrey, I have not been able to 

* This legacy is regularly paid to the parish school. 

t The Church is desumated, I believe for the first time, in the 
Episcopal Reg^«ters A. D. 1342, as Ecckna de Chfst St, Geor/pi, 
Until that period it was called Clystwyck. 

I Fol. 7. Reg. Bronescombe. 



\ 
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discover; but they certainly exercised it from the 1/th 
of May, 1322, for more than two pentaries, until the 
dissolution of their Monastery. By a crown grant it then 
passed to the Prideaux family. 

The Church is small, measuring in its extreme length, 
from the chancel wall to the belfry inclusively, 65 feet, 
and 28 in breadth. The screen has been removed 
witiliBthe memory of some of the parishioners. To 
eviery observer it must be manifest, that the chancel has a 
claim to greater antiquity than the rest of the fabric. In 
its east window is a spirited representation of the Cruci- 
fixion, with the accompanying figures of the Blessed 
Virgin and St. John the l^vangellst ; also of the Blessed 
Virgin crowned, bearing in her left hand the Divine In- 
fant, and in her right the rod of Aaron, (Numb. xvii. 8) ; 
or the rod out of the root of Jesse, &c. (Isaiah xi. 1.) 
also of the figure of St. George standing in fiill armour, 
the tutelar Saint of the parish ; below the Saint is the 
figure of a former Rector Oh his knees, with the legend — 

OBA PRO lOHB .A. . .R, RECTORS BVIV8 HECCLESIE. 

By refejrencp to lihe episcopal registers, I find that the 
name of this Rector was AUer, instituted 32d Nov. 1390; 
he resigned 10th Aug. 1406. 

"The nave of the Church is connected -wWi a north 
aasle by four arches ; the upper one is mori& ornamented, 
amd being much lower and wider than the rest, it probably 
served as a canopy for an altar tomb. At the west end 
orthe Church rises the tower to the height of 63 feet, and 
contains three bells. 

Jn the Church we observed several grave stones, and 
^ome mural monuments, to the Oabomea and (^hMg Th^ 

I* 
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forin.er family>* besides giving communion plate to the 
pari^, presented an edition of Fox's Martyrology.f Mr. 
Geo. Gibbes, (a benefactor of lands to the parish, pur> 
chased for £310,) erected, in the year 1 70S, a monument 
to the memory of his ancestors. It commemorates the 
burial of his grandfather John Qibbes, on 15th July, 
1652, set. 82 ; and of his wife Anstice ; also of his father 
Geo. Gibbes, buried 18th July, 1685, set. 81. From a 
brass plate, once let into a grave^stone in the nave, I. 
copied the following lines ; — 

** The body of John Gibbe intombed here dothreste, 

« Who dyinge did his soul to Heayen above bequest, 

** His faith in Jesus Christ most steadfastly was sett, 

** Insured hope thereby to satisfye his debte. 

*' A lyyely theame to take ensample by, 

" Coutemuinge death, in hope a Saint to dy. - 

" Qlait xriiij** die Decembris Anno 1594." 

Mr. Pplwhde, p. 206, Hist. Devon, asserts that the 

registers have been regularly kept in this parish from the 

reign of Q. Mary. The fact is, they do not commence 



*Under a bra^ss figure is the following inscription, to the me- 
mory of Julian Osborne, who deceased the 18th of August,' 
Anno 1614. 

Bonifant a virgin, Osborne a loyall wife, 
For thirty yeares, a Widdow was fourtyand more, 
A hundred yeares almoste she lead her life, 
Kinde to the Riche and good to all thePoore. 
Here lyes her Dust whose soule's to Heaven gone. 
Since she did live and dye a saint lyke one. 

fFox died 18th April, 1587, set. 70 ; his epitaph may be seen, 
in St. Giles'* Church, near Cripple Gate, London. Tb meit haa 
alivf^s appeared astonishing, that his Martyrology could have 
charms tor the lover of genuine history. Well might Doctor 
Fiddes, p. 35, Life of Cardinal Wolsey, declare* that .Mr. Fox 
sometimes makes Martyrs and Confessors of Men, wha not 
only maintained erroneous doctrines, but who gave just scandal 
by expressing an irregular and indiscreet zeal of Uiedi. That, 
he was no friend of the Church of England Is evident from p, 
195, lib. 2, of Anthony a Wode's Hist, and Antiq. Univ. Ozon. 
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hefore the ninth year of Queen Elizabeth. By the kind- 
ness of the present Rector, the Rev. Wii^liam Rous 
Ellicombe, we are enabled to collect from them the fol- 
lowingseries of his predecessors, viz : — 

William Gybbe, buried 30th May, A. D. 1571. 

Robert Buckland, afler serving the Church above 50 
years, buried 9th Oct. 1625. 

Gideon Edmunds, buried 27th August, 1638. 

Robert Parr, ditto, 21st July, 1664. 

William Clare, 5th September, 1694. 

John Hamett, set. 39, buried 19th January, 1G95-C. 

Theoph. Eedes, set. 37, buried with his son, 20th Sept. 

1705; 

Francis Pease, buried 20th August, 1738. 

James Walker, who resigned shortly after his institu- 

I 

tion. 

Nicholas Roe, rector for 53 years, buried 12th May, 
1792. 

Richard Rous, uncle to the present rector, buried 2d 
Oct. 1810, set. 57. 

The Pomeroy family were Lords of the Manor of Clyst- 
wyck. As such, Greflfry de Pomeroy confirmed the grant 
made by Hilary Blund, of Exeter, (about the year 1230), 
to Thomas the son of Durandus of Heathfield Tenement, 
in this manor, under the yearly rent for ever of 4s, For 
ratifying this covenant, Geflfry received from Thomas 5s. 
who had already^aid the fine to Hilary Blund, of 2 
marks of silver. Amongst the witnesses to Geffry's rati- 
fication are SirWm. de Wideworth, Knight, Geffry de 
Teng, Parson of Farringdon, David, Parson of Clistwick 
or Clistmue, and Jordan Suchespick. 

CURIOSUS. 



98 ECCLESIASTICAL 



No. xxvr. 

ST. LEONARD'S.* 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLTMOUTHT 

GAZETTE. 

The first mention that I find of this Churcli 
is in the reign of King John, when it is enumerated 
amongst the 28 Chapels in Exeter, and its immediate 
neighbourhood, which partook of the donation of one 
penny per annum by the last will and testament of Peter 
de Palema. It occurs again in the taxation of Pope Ni- 
cholas IV. which was completed A. D. 1291. 

It appears from Bishop Grandisson's Register that in 
1348 the right of presentation was contested by Hugh 
Courtenay, Earl of Devon, and William de Goietore. The 
former presented to the living Walter Power, the latter 
Peter Poyer. The right of the latter claimant was reject- 
ed in the Bishop's Court, and Walter Power was duly 
confirmed Rector. In several instances the Courtenay 
family is i^corded to have exercised the right of presenta- 
tion ; but in the reign of Henry VI. it devolved to the 



* From an accomplished courtier he became a hermit near 
Limoges, and died about the year 559. 
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Crown. In the begiiming of the 16th century, howeveif. 
when John Arundel was Bishop of the diocese, we ob^ 
serve its exercise restored to the family. In the Register 
of Bishop Lacy, J 8th October, 1424> and the 3d year ^ 
Henry VI. a singular circumstance is recorded. It ap- 
pears that a law-suit had been conducted for a consider- 
able time between the Dean and Chapter of Exeter^ as 
l>roprietors of the tithes of Heavitree, and Robert Taylor, 
the Rector of St. Leonard, respecting the right of 
tithes to certain inclosures commonly called Spycysparke 
Lowyegparkej and Prioury Mede. After much expence 
had been incurred by both parties, it was agreed to settle 
the business in an amicable manner, by arbitrators. The 
Dean and Chapter chose Henry Webber, Doctor of Canon 
Law, and the .Rector appointed Roger Toker, a Doctor of 
Civil Law. These finally decided that the tithes of the 
two acres of the inclosure called Spy^sparke, the 
nearest to the high road that leads to Topsham, be* 
longed to the Dean and Chapter, and the remainder to 
the Rector; thatibur acres of the indosure called Loioye* 
Parke, in the bottom of the inclosure near the river £xe, 
should pay tithes to the Dean and Chapter, while the 
tithes of the two acres in the upper part should be 
•qually divided between the two parties ; and that the 
tithes of the Prwury Mede were the sole and exclusive 
property of the Dean and Chapter. 

The present Cliurch, consisting of a chancel and nave^ 
is very small. Previous to the year 1732, the timber- 
work of the roof was open to view ; since that time the whole 
fabric has been modernized, with little pretension to 
taste and love of venerable antiquity. In page 212, vol. 

2, of Bi^op Stafford's Register, mention is made of a 

L 2 
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liooae n the elMiiii-y«rd of St. LeoaucPfi, wludi 'senreA 
as a babitatioa for a vednse «r ancfaonte. It appeais 
that one AHoe, a vbmftit of good eenduct and hon^et 
6onver«al%on/ mmUer^m hotue vita ei 0onoeifwi^ni$ konestd^ 
hadapplifld'^ penaissioB teletfdsi ocmtempiative and 
soiitary life in the above-mentioned house. Bishc^ 
Stafford granted the necessary permissioB on the 19^ 
of May, A. D. 1397- In p. 291> vol. 3, of Bbhop Lao/a 
Register, it is stated that the cdebrated Augnstine Prioiy 
of Kiidare in Ireland, had lately been destroyed and 
ruined by the v^ild Itish/per infortunium ffuerre t^em^^ 
rum aiUjestrium ^i predictum Prioratnm et l9eiim de 
Kddaref destmtxerunt et demstarunt-^iAaX the r^^on» 
weve dispersed in different places, and that one <^ the 
Canonesses, called Christina Holby, had appfied to hita 
ier permission to lead the life of a recluse in a house 
situated in St. Leonard's church-yard ; tnmafmone sittai' 
ta in eemcttrio EcclesioB Saneti Leonardi extra portam Au»>- 
iralem Civiiatis JExonioB. Bishop Lac^' commissienii 
. Walt^Collys (then Precentor of the Cathedral Church 
of Eketer) to examine the said Christina Holby, and to 
report if she be a fit person to undertake this austere and 
singular way of living. The commission is dated Sept^ 
8th, A. D. 1447.* The lady was allowed to fo&ow her 
inclinations. Several charitable bequests to tiiese p^r- 



* The author of the work intitled Dives &nd Pauper (finished 
at Westminster Abbey, iii. December 1496} in chap. 13 on the 
sixth commandment, has this observation : — ** We see that wbaa 
men take them to be Ankeres and Recluses within a fewe yeres, 
oomoniy eyther they ^1 in reverses or heresyes. or they brek<^ 
out for woman's love, or for trouble of ther lyre, or by some'' 
gyle of ye Fende. But of Jfymen Ancres so inclused is seldoar 
herdeomy of these d^fauts ; but holyly they b^^nas and holy'' 
ly they ende/' 



ATlTKIUftUMw 101 

eons may besaen in the wilh still preserred in die siud 
Registers. At present there is little to arrest attention 
in this cemetery. Tlie tomb of the celebrated Dr. Mos- 
grave will be described in the " Biography of £minent 
Men of Exeter/' now preparing for the press. This 
learned Physician resided in St. J^awrence's parish ; but a 
memorandum in the parochial register informs us, that 
" he chose a grave in the church-yard of 8t, Leonard^M, 
because he was of opinion that the bwial of the dead in eitiee 
was wnwholesame for the Uving-^r^an example worthy (^imi- 
tation." There is some merit« we thinks in the following 
epitai^ of Celia Eliza Neyle, a child of 13 years of age^ 
who died 15th Sept. 1813 : — 

Ere sin could bliglit, or sorrow fade. 

Death came with friendly care. 
The opening bud to heaven conveyM, 
' And bade it blosom there.' ' 

We cannot leave this sacred spot without remember- 
ing one, whose memory Exeter will ever cherish — ^the late 
John Bajiino, Esq. A plain altar-tomb on the north 
side records the names of some of his family, with the 
years of their deaths, and respective ages. Of himself the 
inscription witnesses, with brief simplicity, that he " died 
in the year 1316, set. 86." His name is identified with 
conDmercial greatness $ at his retirement, the prosperous 
trade of tbis dty shrunk back and dwindled [:way. Of 
the English nK9rchflCBt» he Was the fairest portrait by his 
diligence, judgment, sterlmg honor, and independent 
spirit. In his days Mount Radford* was the abode of 

* LaureBce Radford, Esq. I believe in the esrl]rpart of Queen 
EUsabeth's rein, erected a dwelling here, which Arthur, hL» 
SOB, sold to E^ard Hanoock» Esq. The latter settled it as ^ 
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taste and hospitality : there modest merit was sure of 
meeting with encouragement — ^and poverty found com- 
fort and relief. 

'* Clamm et venerabile nomen 
Gentibus, et multum nostrae qttod proderat urbi." 

The registers of the parish, as I have ascertained 
through the kindness of its most respectable Rector, Rev. 
GrAYEft Patch, are not in existence previous to the year 
1710. The Advowson of St. Leonard's was purcha^d 
by the late Mr. Baring's father on 19th July, 1737, of 
John Lavington, clerk, and Samuel Lewis, merchant, 
surviving assignees under a commission of bankruptcy 
awarded against Andrew Lavington, and Richard Paule, 
merchants, for ninety pounds ! ! ! The Church was erro-> 
neously reputed to be exempt from Archidiaconal visita- 
tion, and the inspection of the Rural Dean ; until lately 
it was without wardens and church-rates. In 1742 an 
estate of about 25 acres, called Cartoithams, within Credi>' 
ton parish^ was purchased for £415, and annexed to the 
Rectory. 

In this small parish (tor it contains but 150 acres) U 
an ancient dwelling called LerJceheare, or Larkebear, 



jointure on his wife Dorotby, daughter of Sir Amias Bamfyldc, 
Knt. By the subsequent marriage of this lady to Sir John i>od- 
dridge, Knt. it became the residence of that learned Judge un" 
til her deatiii in 1614. Returning to the Hancocks, the properly 
passed from them to the Ducks ; thence to Wm. Hansford, 
merchant, then to John ColsworthV) merchant, from whose 
son, JohnOlUvant Colsworthy, of St. James's, county of Mid- 
dlesex, Gent, it was purchased by the late Mr. Baring, in 17. . 
for £2100. It consisted then of 17 acres only ; but he con*' 
tinned to extend and improve the proi>erty, until it ranked 
amongst the most convenient and enviable residences in the 
West of England. — Does not the crumbling away of this once 
beautiful ana compact estate, remind the reader of the words of 
the Sythian Ambassador to Alexander the Great — *' Ignorma^ 
mrkarti magnat (Mm cretcere, unahara exttirpnri'* 
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strangely thought to have been a monastic or religious 
establishment. The Hull family possessed it for many 
descents ; we meet with them there in the beginning ot 
Edward the Fourth's reign (see p. 203, Cat. Rotulorum 
Chartarum,) John Hull, of Larkbcar, Esq. died in the 
middle of the l6th century. From the Hulls it passed to 
the Smiths, Eastchurches, and Lavingtons, and thence 
into the Baring family. 

CURIOSUS. 
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No. XXVII. 
HACCOMBE. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLTHOUTfl 

GAZETTE. 

HaCCOMBE Church, dedicated to St. Blas^, * 
is of small dimensions, being but 55 feet long by 30 
btoad, and consists of a chancel and a nav6 opening 
into a north wing by four unadorned arches of th6 
earliest pointed style. On IQth July, 1328, Bishop 
Grandisson dedicated the Church, with its two altars and 
cemetery, probably on account of certain alterations and 
improvements ; the outer walls and lancet windows evi- 
dently belong to a preceding century, and the Bishop, 
in the foundation deed of its Arch-presbytery, expressly 
affirms, that this parish church had served for the burial 
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place of Sir Stephen de Haccomb^ and of his progeaiioti i 
''in qua corpora (yuB et auorum progenitonun tradutUut 
ecdesiasHce sepulture,'* An elegant simpticity is the 
character of the fabric. We were highly gratified wiA 
the effigies of a crusader, in the south wall of the chan- 
cel : his armour is of the most costly and graceful de^ 
scription. This, we suspect, was not the original 
situation of the monument, the eedilia having manifestly 
been cut away to receive it. Perhaps it once reposed in 
a niche of the north aisle. The shield bears the arms 
of Haccombe, Argent 3 Bends, Sable. Under the first 
arch of the chancel are two figures, recumbent on an 
altar tomb, perhaps of Hugh Courtenay, and Phillippa^ 
his second wife, grand-daughter of Sir John L' Archdea- 
con. Under the first window of the north aisle is a 
recumbent figure of a female, bearing the arms of Hac- 
combe. May it be intended for Margaret, the lady of 
Sir Stephen de Haccombe ? Under the second window is 
a raised tomb> inscribed with a long cross, which it is 
not unlikely covers the remains of Rev. Robert d^ Pyl» 
whose name occurs as a benefactor in the above-men- 
tioned foundation deed. Under the third and fourth 
window the niches are vacant ; perhaps one may have 
contained the graceful female figure now in the second 
arch of the nave. This may r^resent Cecily, the lady of 
Sir John L'Archdeacon. Rich as the Church b in monu- 
ments, there may have been more at the time of the Re- 
formation. Leland, in his Itinerary, mentions " diverse 
fair tumbes of the Archidikens at Hacham ; diverse of the 
Carews be also buried in the same chirch." Our rea- 
ders are aware that towards the latter end of Henry the 
Vni/s reign, throughout the whole reign of Edward 
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VI. and in the beginning of Elizabeth^s, the spirit of 
havoc and destruction was principally directed against 
funeral monuments, and that it required the most vigo- 
rous interference of the Crown to restrain and suppress 
this barbarous and detestable spoliation.* 

In fol. 14 of 2d vol. Regist. Grandisson, is copied the 
foundation deed of this Arch-presbytery, written about 
the year 1341. It sets forth that Sir Stephen Haccombe 
had proposed to have made the endowment, but was pre«- 
vented by death ; that Sir John Lercedekne, Knt. the 
hejuT to his property, lusrea in temporalibua, had fully 
entered into his views and wishes, and with the concoTr 
rence and, approbation of Bishop Grandisson^had erected 
an establishment here for six priests, the superior of whom 
was to be denomina^d the Arch-priest, and endowed it 
with the tithes of Haccombe, as also of St. Hugh's de 
Qi^edyock, in Cornwall, the patronage of which Sir Ste- 
phen had acquired previously to his death. These six 
Clergymen were indeed Chantry Priests ; they were daily 



*Hone8t John Weaver, in p. 51, Ancient Ftmeral MonumenU^ 
&.C. admits this : — " Bnt the foulest and most inhuman action 
of liiOBe times, was the violation of Ibneral monuments. Mar- 
bles which covered the dead were digged up and put to other 
uses. Tombs hackt and hewn a-pieces — images, or represen- 
tations of the defianet broken, erased, cut, or dismembered— in-, 
scriptions or epitaphs, especially if they began with an Oratt 
pro^anima, or concluded with Cujus aninue propitietur Deus, for 
greediness of the brass, or for that they were thought to be anti^ 
christian, were pulled out from the sepulchres it nd purloined^ 
Dead carcases, for gain of their st<me ^^ leaden comns, were 
cast out of their graves, notwithstanding this request cut or 
engfraven upon them, * 'propter mUericordiam Jestt requieacant in 
pace.** He adds, that the Royal. Commissibners and tombr 
iireakers searched the. sepulchres for treasures, and dispersed 
the bones and ashes, and that Queen Elizabeth, on 19th Sept. 
1560, publishe4 a proclamation against defacing monuments^ 
^uid^nnd H necessary to repeat ittn tiie 14th year of her reign. 
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to sing the canonical hours in choir, as also two masses ; 
the first of the office of the day, the second in honor of 
the Blessed Virgin. A third mass was' to be said, but not 
sung, except at dirges and anniversaries. At these ser- 
vices they were to pray for the said Bishop, for Hugh 
Courtenay, Earl of Devon, for Sir John Lercedekne, and 
his wife Cecily,* and for their children, for Margaret the 
relict of Sir Stephen de Haccombe, and for Robert de Pyl, 
clerk, all of whom were then living, and to continue the 
proper suffrages for them after their death. One of the 
Priests was daily to celebrate for the repose of the soul 
of the founder. Sir Stephen de Haccombe, Knt. for Sir 
Thomas Lercedekne's and his wife Matilda's, the parents 
of Sir John Larcedekne aforesaid, for Jordan's de Hac- 
combe, and his wife Isabella's, and for all the faithful 
departed. 

In p. 238 of Cleaveland's Genealogical History of the 
Courtenays, is a conAised account of that family, and 
very contradictory to the table accompanying that page. 

Haccombe must formerly have been more populous than 
at present, for the Priests were to assist their superior in the 
cure of souls. Bishop Grandisson required that the Arch- 
priest and his associates should lodge and board under 
the same roof,t that their dress should resemble that of 
the Vicars of the Cathedral Church of Exeter, that the 
salary of each should be 2 marks per annum, that two 
clerks, sufficiently skilled in reading and singing, were to 
assist them in the Church and serve them at home, who 



* I think Cecily was the daughter of Sir Stephen de Haccombe 
and not of Jordan de Haccombe, as Sir W. Pole asserts p. 270» 
Hist. CoU. 

tThis, we presume, was the ancient Parsonage House. 
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were also provided with board and lodging, and had a 
stipend of 10s. The Arch-priest could claim no pectOiar 
exemption from the jurisdiction of his Ordinaryj por of 
the Archdeacon ; he was precisely on the same footing 
as the Superiors of the Arch-presfoyteries at Penkewell, 
Beerferrers, and Whitechurch^ which had been institu- 
ted in the diocese in the early part of the 14th century. 

In Prince's- Worthies of Devon, (xtndet ThOmas Ck- 
rewe, Esq.) are several epitaphs and inscriptions taken 
from this.€huroh». Their. errors are fidthfully ^copi^ by 
Mr..PplwhAle« . 

Sir tlBirjiTCA]ixw,£art. the present pn^rietor of Hac* 

comi^, is iatitkd' to great commendation fof what he ha« 

done^tOiTestore^ and embellish tins- Interesting structure. 

May webeaJDo^^edto recommend there-openingof the west 

win49isr;0f the. north aisk — the erection' of benches after - 

the ajjicieiit fonpr-'-the removal of the cabinet picture on 

the attajc foi; one : of stained gla^8, to filL the' east- vnn<f • t 

dow .0^ the>chancd,-a8 also the renewal - of the broken 

crosar^n tiieea9t^rBigiihle% 

QURIOSUS, 
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No. XXVIII. 
AXMINSTER, 



TO TBB XPITOR OF TQE BSSTER AND PLTlCOtJTH 

GAZETTE, 

King Atlielstan gave Axminster Church as a 
perpetual endowment for seven Priests, to celebrate the 
obits of the seven Earls who fell by his side, whilst en- 
gaging the Danish invaders. The Register of Newenham 
Abbey* informs us that the battle began " Afud Kales* 
tynesdonne," or, " dhnurU Seynt Kalyxt en Deoa$isyr," 
and continued to be fought as far as Colecroft,^ under 
Axminster, where these seven warriors were slain. Owing 
to the distracted state of the times, the royal foundation 
was gradually neglected *. as the Chantry Priests died off, 
their places ceased to be supplied, insomuch that t^e per- 
formance of the Church offices had devolved before the 
Conquest on a single incumbent. It appears, however, 
that 90on after the Conquest, the foundation was restored 
to its primitive form ; for the register aforesaid explicitly 
declares, that one of the seven Priests, who were then at 



* Ck)mpare the French accouDt, fol. 67, with the Latin nar«- 
rMive, fol. 113. Hie field of battle is called by Leland Branesw 
down I by other writers it is named Bremeldoun, Bmnabnrge, 
and Kingsfield. N. B. This Register, written in Edward the 
Third's reigni, and consisting of 122 double pages, is the property 
of William Wavell, of Barnstaple, Esq. M. D. a gentleman as 
able to give, as he is ready to afford, literary and historic 
information. 

t Q. now CoUmede, near BcW'Biidge, over the Axe. 
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Axminster, **un de 9et prestrea ke dunk fiiret a Axemffjutr" 
Was Queen Maud's Confessot, and tihat on his promotion 
to a canonry at York, lie stipulated with his successor at 
Axminster to be allowed the sum of 8 marks per. annum. 
By degrees death reduced the number of these Collegiate 
Priests from seven to two, when the above-mentioned 
Canon applied to the survivors for an increase of salary, 
^e application was admitted ; an annuity of ten marks 
Was granted, which was subsequently increased to 24 
inarks. lliis payment continued to be claimed and re- 
ceived by the Church of York, until it was successfully 
^resisted by Matthew, (nephpw of Simon de Apulia, the 
Bishop of Exeter, in the early part of the thirteenth centu- 
tury) who had been appointed to the Living of Axminster. 
On what principle the Church of York asserted a claim 
to such pension, I cannot discover; but the simultaneous 
pretension Which it advanced to the AdVowson of Ax- 
minster appears to set conjecture at defiance. That 
right Was vested in the Crown ; with the grant of the 
Manor and Hundred of Axminster, on 6th August, 1215, 
it passed fr6m fting John to the Lord William Bruer. 
This nobleman, as lexchisive proprietor and patron of its 
Church, bestowed ^he Living on his chaplain and steward, 
Gervase de Prustaller, who for a lengthened period en- 
joyed the same. The advowson descended to Reginald de 
Mohun, in right of his wife Alice, daughter and co-heiress 
of William Lord Bruer, and he conveyed it to the Abbot 
and Convent of Newenham. When John Gervays re- 
ceived from the Church of York an appointment to the 



* N. B. This pension of 24 marks was still paid, as I find 
in Bp. Bronscomb 8 Register by the Vicar in Oct 1259, as also 
by Bp. Stapledon*8 Register, in Nov. 1320. 
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vacant Benefice, Walter Bronescombe, Bishop of Exetefi 
interposed, and formally rejected the pretension as un- 
warrantable. It is true, indeed, that he proceeded to 
collate Walter de Awliscombe to the Living, and on 
Walter's demise shortly after, he preferred Nicholas de 
Honiton* to the same } but in the former instance, t^e 
collation had lapsed td him by the Abbot's neglecting to 
present an. incumbent, within the six months prescribed 
by the canons ; and in the latter case, the Bishop's ap < 
pointment arose from the misconception of a papal pro- 
vision touching the patronage of Churches by religious 
persons. On the Abbot's appeal to the Metropolitan, 
our Bishop was declared to have fallen into an error of 
judgment ; and ii^consequence Nicholas de Honiton was 
superseded by John de Sridport, on the presentation of the 
Abbot and Convent of Newenham. 

Scarcely was this point determined, when, as the Regis- 
ter informs us, another competitor for the Advowson 
started up in the Sovereign. The question was tried in 
the spring of 1277> before Ralph de Hyngeham knd his 
companions, justices of our Lord the King. The jury was 
highly respectable, consisting of 24 Knights, 8 of the 
county of Devon, 8 of Somersetshire, and 8 of Dorsetshire. 
Their verdict was in favour of tiie Oown ; and yet King 
Edward L hast^ied immediately after, viz. 2Sth A{»il, 
1277, to restore it to the Abbey, and even condescended 
to apply, on I7th Nov. 1291, to Pope Nicholas IV.to'ap- 



* This appointment caused much contention between the 
Rector ana Abbot, as we learn from fol. S3 of the Bishop's 
Register. The Bishop endeavoured to effect a reconcUiation 
between the parties ; but the sequel proves that the Abbot was 
borne out in declining to compromise the rights of his monaa- 
teiy. 
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propriate the same to their use and profit. Notwithstand- 
ing thiB, for some inexplicable cause, the Abbot, Richard 
Ckiehetter, inresamed to cancel the royal grant. The 
King took advantage of this circumstance to transfer the 
rents and emoluments to the better foundation of the 
Prebends of. WarmU and Grendall, in the Church of York, 
and thus the rectorial tithes, with the Manor of Priest- 
aUiPi extending over about 513 acres in Axminster and 
its neighbourhood, were severed and alienated from the- 
Abbey. However Chichester may have congratulated 
himself on the success of his intrigue, his coaducfc failed 
not tQ^ excite the disgust and rouse the indi gnation of his 
brethren, who deposed him from his dignity, as a bstrayer 
of his trust. To recover from the Church of York their 
former possession, was long the anxious wish of his suc-^ 
cessors ; yet«to contend against the overwhelming influ- 
ence of the Crown, was obviously a desperate enterprise ; 
and at last they were reluctantly compelled to abandon so 
unequal and fruitless a contest. 

We may now direct our attention to the present Parish 

Charch, 

CURIOSUS. 



4M 
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AXMINSTER CHURCH. 



TO THfi EDITOR OF THE BXETEB AKD PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

It is dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, and con- 
sists of a chancel and nave, with a north and south 
aisle. The massive tower, 60 feet high, and containing 

M 2 
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six bells, rises nearly in the centre of the fabric. By 
measurement I foond the inner length of the Churck to be 
114feet^by 49 wide. The beautiful Saxon door-way, 
which formerly was placed in the north walU has been 
removed to the east end of the south aisle. We could 
not but admire the beautifully pointed piscina in the 
chancel ; but still were disappointed at witnessing such 
scanty remains of antiquity. The chancel, to the best 
of our judgment, is of the reign of Edward I. but prdbably 
no other part of the Church can have been erected before 
the time of Richard XL Under aA eliptical arch on the 
north side of the Church is a sepulchral effigy of a Priest ; 
in the wall of the north aisle is another recumbent figure, 
but concealed from view by pew- work ; and a grave- 
stone presents a part of an inscription,^ Magister Johet 
Waty oUm hufi. Eeelie Vkar* The Episcopal Registers 
shew, that he was admitted to this Vicarage, vacant by 
the death of John Hembury, 6th March, 1491 » on the pre- 
sentation of Alexander Legh and John Jurdan, Canons 
of the Cathedral Church of York, and Prebendaries of the 
Prebends of Grendall and Warthill, as true patrons of 
the Prebendal Church of Axminster. These authentic re- 
cords further prove that Waty held at the same time, the 
Rectory of St. Kerrian's, Exeter, and that he died in the 
spring of 1519^ when*7%oflia« Stanesby, or Scaseby, suc- 
ceeded Tiim in the Vicarage of Axminster, the 26th of 
April that year. 

On the south side of the Church, before the aisle was 
extended to its present length, in the year 1800, was a 
chantry, commonly called Drake's aisle. I have seen the 
deed by which Richard Gill, the last Abbot of Newen- 
ham, appointed '' John Drake de Musbury, gent." to be 
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steward of the Convent property in Newenham and Ax- 
minster^ with a salary of 26s. 8d. per annum. Steward- 
ships, just before the dissolution of religious houses, 
paved the way to great fortunes. 

Th6 parapet of the north side of the Church is orna- 
mented with open quatrefoils. We observed the Stafford 
knot repeated, as also the arms of Mohun and Courtenay. 
Over the porch, St. John the Baptist is introduced bear- 
ing the lamb and flag, St. Peter with the keys, and St. 
Paul with the sword. 

Dependant on Axminster, are the Curacies of Mem- 
bury and Kilmington. 



MEM BURY CHURCH, 

Dedicated to St. John the Baptist, is pleasantly situ- 
ated in a valley, and was concecrated, with its cemetery, 
by Bishop Stapeldon, on 22d July, 1316. The Bishop 
expressly ordained, that all the tithes, great and small, 
and all the offerings, were to belong, as before, to the 
Church of Axminster. The outside of the fabric led us to 
expect a more dignified appearance within. The south 
aisle which formerly belonged to the jFVy family, and is 
called " ofur Lady Jle," has several decent monimients ; 
but owing to the damp are rapidly going to decay : some of 
the inscriptions are actually peeling off. Five arches con- 
nect this aisle with the nave. At the east end of the 
church are three lancet windows. On its north wall I 
observed a mural tablet to Sir Shibton Calmady, knt. who 
died 13th Feb. 1645 ; the inscription is almost illegible. 

St. Catharine's, or the north aisle, is but 16 feet long 
by 1 If wide. Under a plain arch I perceived the ancient 
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effigy of a female, six feet in length, her head resting on 
a cushion, and her hands joined before her breasts 

The total length of the Church is 75 feet, breadth 30* 
The height of the tower, containing five bells, is about 64 
^eet. J 

This Church was ordered to be re-seated on ISth May, 
1588. In virtue of an order of both Houses of Parliament 
of2dMa5% 1645, the committee for plundered miixisters 
enjoined, on 8th January following, that "£40 per annum 
" be paid out of Yarcombe Rectory, seq[uestered from Sir 
''Robert Brett, a papist and delinquent, towards the main- 
"tenance of a minister to officiate in Membury Chapel, 
" annexed to Axminster parish church." 



KILMINGTON CHURCH, 
Dedicated to St. Giles, has but little to recommend it. 
Its length is 54 feet by 31. The nave opens into a north 
aisle, by four arches ; the one nearest the chancel is more 
ornamented, and seems to have served as a canopy for an 
ancient monument. Unless I mistake, this northern aisle 
was the chapel of St. Christina, which Thomas Vivyan, 
Bishop of Megara, and Prior of Bodmin, blest on 18th 
January, 1509. The low tower contains five bells. In 
quitting the church we could wish the capitals of the 
pillars to be cleared of the whitewash. Were this but 
once accomplished, the consideration of expence might 
afterwards weigh with future Churchwardens in prevent- 
ing the sculpture from being clotted again. 

Sir Thomas Dennis, who had contrived to obtain the 
stewardship of most of the Monasteries of Devon, with 
a reversion to his son Robert, received his appointment 
to the office of steward of the manor, hundred, and town 
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of A^minst^, wltHan annuity of 46s. on 28th of Feb. 
1531. Six years later, viz. 26th Odtober, 1537, lie ob- 
tained from the Abbot and Convent of Newenham, the 
iibsolute grant of all th6ir estates and rights in Kilining- 
ton ; also the reversion of Brddehouse, containing 6 acres 
of' land; and of two' other closes, one lying near Yerte- 
bridge, containmg 3 parts bf an'acre ; the other contain- 
ing 3 acres, lying* in Csistlemede and Gor^ham ; also the 
reversion of an acre of tneadow on the east of Roughmede, 
and of another acre and a Ijalf in l^rodmede, which lands 
were then in the tenure of John Stephyns, for the term of 
his life. Sir T. Dennis was to pay Id. to the Abbot and 
Convent at Michaelmas, " si detnio modo petatur, pro om- 
nibus serMciis, exacHonibus et demdndis/' 

CURIOSUS. 



No. XXX. 
BAMPtdN. 



TO THE BDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 

OAZSTTB. 

BAMPTON Church stands on a gentle ascent 
from the town, and pr^ents a pleasing appearance. Th^ 
interior iheasures 97* feet in lengthy and mcluding the 
tower nearly 20 more; the width of the nave and north 
aisle is 38 feet, but of the chancel scarcely 18 feet. On 



*Mr. Polwhele, p. 379, Devon, allows but sixty-seven fed^ 
N.B. We cannot find in Risdonttie inscription quoted by Mr. P. 
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entering tihe chancel from the spacious church-yard, I 
was surprised to find, against the north and south- walls 
various fragments and portions of bold and grac^ul sculp- 
ture, with tabernacle work, tracery, shields, the I. H. S. 
and the Bourchier knot and water bouget. How such 
elaborate work came to be placed there, not a little per- 
plexed me ; but the Rev. Bartholomew Da vet,* the 
present Vicar, to whose attentions I hold myself par- 
ticularly indebted, resolved my perplexity, by informing 
me that it belonged to two monuments of considerate i 
antiquity, which stood in the chancel, and that on their I 
removal, about 30 years ago, the sides were placed to line , 
the walls above mentioned. May they not have covered j 
the remains of some of the J3<mrcAter#, who for atimewece 
Lords of Bampton and Patrons of the Church ?t One of 
the skeletons was described to me as being of gigantic 
proportions. 

Until lately, the screen extended across the north 
aisle, beyond the first of the five arches. In the centre 
of its canopied compartments are emblematic figures of 
the passion of Christ. Generally speaking, the sculpture 
of the Church, i^ the capitals of the pillars, and nodi of the 
roof, is distinguished by good taste. To the Vicar every 



* His Predecessor died 5th Oct. 1784, aet. 87, and served the 
charch 53 yean. 

f We say for a timf Vntrons of the church, for the Prior and 
Convent of Bath occasionaDy presented : and in the reign of 
Henry VI. the Abbot and Convent of Bucland, as we learn from 
Bishop Lacy's register, established a legal right to the Advonr- 
son in opposition to the Bourchiers. The merits of the case it 
would now be difficult to discover ; but it is certain, that the 
Abbot and Convent of Budand continued to exercise their 
right, until the dissolution of monasteries. 

N.B. Westcot savs that "some of the Lords of Bampton were 
interred here." Fof. 63. 
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praise » due for the neatness of the fabric^ of all orna- 
ments the best, and generally tiie least expensive. 

At the eastern end of the north aisle, was probably 
the Chantry of St. Luke. The fair at Bampton, a/Ntcf 
copeUom ^.Iriiee, was granted by K. Henry III. A. D. 
1258, whilst Osmund was Rector. It appears that the 
impropriators of the Rectory were bound to repair this 
chapel. For I findthat John Toker, thelast Abbot of Buc 
land, leased to Robert Tucker, and his sons William and 
Hugh, for a term of 60 years, under the yearly rent of 
£14 12s. 7d. the Church and Rectory of Bampton, " una 
cum man$o, domo, elauauris, terris et ienemetUis, nee mm 
fruetubua, deeutdt et oblatumUms." The lessees were to 
cover all charges, and moreover, "«i^ipor/a6»fi/ reparation 
nem CanceUe Ecdesie ParochiaUs et Capbllam Sancti 
LvcB ibidbm/' In its east window is a considerable 
collection of stained glass : it is easy to trace amongst 
the fragments the subject of Christ's resurrection, the 
figures of the Blessed Virgin, St. Anthony, St. Lawrence, 
St. Catharine, and especially of St. Michael, to whom 
the Church b dedicated. The arms of Fissacre and Arches 
are distinctly visible. 

Within the church-yard was another Chantry, called 
Fforde, dedicated I think, to the blessed Virgin Mary. It 
is frequently to be met with in the Episcopal Registers. 
Mr. Lyssons, p. 29^ vol. 2, Devonshire, is of opinion that 
there was a chantry at SkUUngford, in this parish ; but is 
not this not a mistake for Fforde ? In Bishop Lacy's 
Register I meet with a presentation, on 23d Aug. 1437, 
" ad UberoM capeUam de Fforde if\fra Cemeterium Ecckeie 
PttrocJUaUa de Bampton," 

The tower of the Church is nearly 70 feet high, and 
contains 6 bells, cast by Bilbie, of Cullompton. 
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The Parochial Re^teii^ prior to. Michaftoas* 1653» 
have unfortoi^ate^y peris)iQ(Ji., 

In this parish, I heliev)^ the, battle was. fought A. D. 
6 14> between. Cyuegils and his V^oUier, CuicheUn> against 
the Britons. In^thi8^ng$^ei]i;if^t the losa of the latter 
ampunted to 2046. . 

AtBamptpn« says Lelai^/ (p. 94,. vol, 3. Itinerary) 
"the Erie of Bath hath a. goo4}y. maoer place," Here 
was a perpetufd ch^try, ," perpfifua Cantarifi Poftm me. 
Ma;i?erii de ^aaifiptoH," From Bishop. ,Brantynghai^> 
Regis^r we collect that, the Cogan family, presented to it 
on 20th, Au^s);, 1381,. 

CURIOSUS, 



No. XXXL 
WITIiERIDGE; 



to ibe bditor of the exeter and pltkoxttq 

0a;betxs« . 

We learn from Bjshpp Quiyill's Re^ster, that 
the custody of Witheridge Church was committed to 
Thomas de (Gorges, on the 4ih Nov. 12S2. This young 
man had been presented to the Living by its patron^ 
Robert Fitz-Pagan,and the Prelate empowered him to re- 
ceive ordinations from any of the Ordinaries. In conscr 
quence of Pope Martin Vth's recommendation 2 Ides, May 
10th Pont;, Bp. Lacy, 5 Jiily, 1427, agreed to, appropriate 
the Church of Wytheridge on the demise of Philip, the 
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atken Rector, to OanmngtoB PH017, whose powenioBft in 
Somersetshire liad suffered greatly, ** propter iptku 



J^^r,^ .. .«,. *^ c««." tat the Con- 
▼ent was charged to rendt 30s. yearly at Saster, to the 
Dean and Chapter of Exeter for the advantage of the 
Cathedral Choristers, and at the same time to distrihute 
68, 8d« amongst the poorest parishioners. For neglecting 
to comply with such condition, in 1445, Bishop Lacy 
decreed the sequestration of the Rectory^ The money 
was soon paid, and until the suppression of GanningtOH 
House, in the autumn oi 1536, its Prioress invariably 
exercised the right of presentation, 

The present Church, dedicated to St. John the Baptist, 
is a very resp^etable structure^ Exclusive of the tower* 
(which is 61 feet lugh, and surmounted by an octagon 
pyramid covered with shingles) the length iuside is 81| 
feet ; the breadth of the nave with north and south 
aisles, is 36§. It must be obvious to every beholder that 
the narrow chancel is the most ancient part of the 
fabric ; it wants an east window ; but this, we are told, 
is shortly to be provided by the liberality of the Rev. 
Wm. Procktbr Thomas, who holds the Rectorial Manor 
and Advowson of tl^e Yicarag[e vrith the Manor of Brad- 
ford Tra,cey. 

The screeiv was unfortunately removed about 80 years 
ago. Tradition says that the singularly beautiful pulpit was 
brought hither from Exeter Cathedral during the usurpa- 
tion of Cromwell. We observed on its sides the sculptured 
crucifixion of our Lord, with the usual accompanying 



* Six bells hsag in the tower, and are much admired fiir their 
icsl tone. 

N 
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fignrei of the blessed Virgin and St. John the Evaagditt; 
tts ahoihe statues of St. Peter and St. Paul, and of a 
Biehbp and some female saint. The font and tiiecapital of 
the pillars supporting the four circnlar arches of ^enafe^ 
ai^JHstly admired for the boldness of the sculptare $ and 
iiideed the whole of the building has an air of cleanlmesa 
too uneommon in country ^aces of worshq). It is plea- 
sing to witness the zealous interest which the Vicar, Rer. 
pBftBT DiCKEN, takes in his church. The Registers begin 
witli 1586, and have suffered no interruption. 

fn tiie Chancel of Witheridge was aTomb in Westoote^s 
time, to Thomas Melhuish, Esq. Patron of Wztiberidge 
Church: ob. 5th Feb. 1605. 

On a Marble Stone, to John Gaydon, Vicar, who <Med 
9d Nov. 1620 : his wife Elizabeth died on the 21st 
Oct. 1613. 

In the Church-yard, to Jane Thomas, of Way, ob. 6lli 

Nov. 1627. 

CUEIOSUS. 

TEMPLETON. 

Bishop Grandisson, in his answer of 26th August, 
1335, to King Edward the Third's writ of enqiiiry, 
ejLpressly Jstates, that the Chapel here once belonged 
tp the Knights Templars, and was valued at 108» 
per annum, " capella de Temple, que qwmtaimfuit Thnjplo- 
rUmm V!ahri9 Xs.'' About a century later, as I learn from 
Bishop Liacy's Register, the Manor paid 26s. 8d. to the 
Priory called "St. John's of Jerusalem," in London. 

^e present Church, erected in 1439, is a mean struc- 
ture, and has nothing to recommend it. Its extreme 
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lepgth is 58 feet, in width 16 feet ; a tower at the west 
end> containiaga bells, rises to 36 feet in height. Theoc* 
tagon fbttt is rode and unadorned ; the gallery, soeh aa 
it is, was erected in 1676. 

In folio 193, Tol« 3. of Bishop Lacy's Register, is an 
interesting documoit bearing date 23d Jane, 1439, Md 
setting fertiiy that a few parishioners ot Witheridge had 
prevailed on a pretended and foreign Bishop " qwmdum 
prHeiuumet eoBtran^m Episoopum," to consecrate St, Mar- 
garet's Chapel, wil^ an adjoinhig cemetery at T^npteton. 
As this iiras a notorious Tiohition of ordinary jurisdiction, 
and a manifest prejudice to the rights of the mdther church 
of Witheridge, Lacy summoned the guilty pirishionersf 
to appear at Bishop's Tawton on the neit M<>nday after 
Ididsummer day, and at the same time laiid the Chapel 
and cemetery uader an mterdict* From the testimony 
and affidavfto of the parishioaera of Wltljeridge, and ol 
tile netghbeuring clergy and gentry^ it was dearly aseer* 
tained, that a Chapel at Templeton, dedicated to St. Mar^ 
garet, had been used for divine service beyond iJie mefeoory 
ef the oldest person, but that all baptisms, buriak, baims, 
and purifieatiohs* had beei^ performed in the mother 
church of Witheridge, until very lately, when an Irish 
Priest, " capeUantu Hibemicua" had presumed to celebrate 
them at Templeton. It was further shewn that the above 
mentioned foreign Bbhop had presumed to dedicate the 
new Chapel about the feast of St. Barnaby, 11th June, 

1439. 

By the kindness of the Rev. John Cohmins, 1 find, 
that the Registers of Baptisms here commence with 
25th April, 1578; of Burials with the 3d of August that 
year ; and of Wedding with the 19th of the following 
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January. The Rev. £dward Littlejolm, who cofmm^nced 
keeping the Registers, has prefixed the entry of his own 
baptism, viz.^ &3d February^ 1556. Amongst other entries 
I read "John Britton, Parson ofTempleton, buried 5tb 
July 1586* ', Thontas HartnoUr inducted into thk Church, 
19th March, 1636 r William Chaffey, inducted 17th 
January, 1663 ;. Daniel Thome, inducted 3d June, 1672, 
and buried 12th April, 1725/' 

A graTe-«tone, near the entrance of the chancel, is ib' 
scribed to Edmund Cudmore, who died 19th Adgust, 
1606, and to his wife Alice,, who died 20th Veb^l^ll. 

A table near thifc pulpit records the burial of Zadiary 
Cudii|j0re,-gent. who died 9<^ Decembeiy l6^j»' amd left 
£20 ti> tike parish,, the interest to be paid ''every monthly 
sabbath to* the poor,* in bread or money." On the oppo- 
site wall is another tablet, stating that Daniel Cudmore, 
gsnt. who was- buried at Loxbear, in 1697, had beqoeaith^ 
ed £10 to this parish, the interest of which was payable 
to the poor, " every^Good Friday,, by the parsoa and the 
owner of Cobone House, after Mining Prayer «" 

TempletonlManor was purchased of Sir John William 

de la Pole, of Shute, Bart, by Charles Joseph: Chichester^ 

Esq. 29th April, 1794. 

CURIDSUS. 
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No. XXXll. 
P A I N G T O N. 



to noi imrom op m% bzstxb A»h ^vtuovrn 

GAZSTTX« 

The Churchy dedicated to %t. John the 
Baptist^ and measuring 139 feet in length, by 43 feet in 
breadth, is a beautiful object iTrom Torbay. As we 
entered the dhurch-yard, the eye rested ^ith delight on 
the Norman doorway of its stately towet. Passing into 
the Church We were struck with £he plainness of the six 
arches on either side of the nave, and felt regret for the 
absence of its screen, and the Want of an appropriate east 
window for the chancel. Five niches in the ancient 
stone pulpit have been meanly Closed up with mortar; 
but the most painful spectacle is the Kirhham chantry, 
where barbarism has been suffered to riot with impunity. 
Its rich monumental screen, to which the engraver can 
hardly do justice, has met with every indignity from 
wanton mutilation. Corresponding with this chapel, 
was another chantry ; two others crowned the north 
and south aisles : in a window of the former aisle, pro- 
bably made in the reign of King Henry VI. I observed the 
shield of Bishop Lacy. He had granted, on the 28th 
June, 1438, an indulgence of 40 days to sincere penitents, 

who should contribute ad nutentationem Eccle ParochiaU9 

n2 
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fie PaingtoH, and it b not unlikely was himself ^ tibtinfl 
bene&ctor. In the wall of the north aisle is a stone 
fekHeton— a memento of miortality not unfrequently placed 
in our churches during the 15th and l6th centuries. 

bishop Quivil, on 8th July, 1282, generously appro- 
priated the Church of Paington to the Precentorshii^ of 
Exeter Cathedral. 

The entrance of the Vicarage-house, below the Church, 
is of considerable antiquity. The present incumbent Rev. 
Thomas Compton, politely shewed us the parochial re- 
gisters. They are in good preservation ; that of Weddings 
commences with 18th Sept. 1559*; of Baptisms with 12th 
Nov. ; and of Burials T^th 21st Nov. that year, 

Amotigst the proceedings in the State Paper Office of 
the Committee for plundered Ministers in the time oi 
the Conimohwealth, we read^the following order, 2d 
June, 1652 1-^ 

" That fifty pounds b^ paid aiid allowed ^out of the 
overplus profits of the impropriate Rectorieis of Mary- 
chmrch and Paignton, sequestered from Sir Edward Cary, 
Recusant, for increase of maintenance of William Randal, 
Minister of Berry Pomeroy." 

The Manor of Paington belonged to the see of Exeter 
before the Conquest. The taxation of Pope Nicholas IV. 
completed in 1291, shews that, with the exception of 
Bishop's Tawton, it was reputed as the most valuable 
Manor attached to the Bishops. Adjoining the church- 
yard are still some mouldering ruins of their once favo- 
rite palace ; here was also an extensive park. In fol. 
71, of Bronescombe's Register, is the amende honorable o£ 
Sir Henry de la Pomeray, for trespassing in it. On 22d 
July, 1265, he acknowledgedhimself most guilty; he had 
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formerly incarred exoommunication, he says, fro wmU 

etmamfetfis h^vriii, and conscious of his miseondiiet, had 

bound hirasdf by oaih net^ to repeat it. Neyertiieless 

he had illegally scaled the fences of his Lordship's park 

with a ttumeions party from Berry Pomeroy, '^foBsaia 

Parei ele Peynton iUkUe fraiugredieHB eum meUfBtmiUanbtu 

• el aUU multis de domo Mea de Byry,** and had dared to 

'hunt down the Bishop's deer, and had actually taken and 

killed some. For such flagrant offence against his yene- 

-rable father andlte^pe lord/^'dominnm meumliginm/' the 

Bishop of Exeter, he now personsdly appeared^ proniaiEng 

amendment, and solemnly engagingto moke oompensalioa 

'and restitution by the feasts of All Saints, (1st Nov.) as 

also to pay down the som^ c»f one hundred marks, if ever 

'convicted of a similar o^eilce. 

To this Manor I think Cofap/oii Cditk, now in Markton 

parish, was formerly littached. It is perfectly oerbaln 

that WiHiam^ son and heir of WilliiuB Compton, cKd 

homage to Bishop^ StapeldOn, on 1st April, 1311, and 

)Eproduoed a deed of John, Bishc^ of IkLeter, (between 

1186 and 1191) reciting the deed of his predecessor, 

Robert de Cecister, giving aild granting to Alaurie, the 

son of Cyriacus de Compton, and his heirs, 4 ferlings of 

land, and4 acres of land, by holding ChaMumJ the yearly 

. payment of eight shillings. Bishop John was pleased to 

confirm the grant, and ta add to it 4 acres more, viz. of 

-two acres on either side of his garden. 



MARLDON. 

The Cliurch, dedicated to St. John the Baptist, and 
dependant on Paignton, is seated on the side of a hill, and 
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measures in its inside length including the tower^ ninety 
feet, and in breadth forty two and a half. Tradition says 
that it was built by the Gilbert Family ; they certainly 
presented both to the Church and its perpetual chantry : 
it is evidently the work of the 15 th century. It consists 
of a chancel, a nave connected with a south aisl&by seven 
arches, with a north aisle by five arches^ and of a tower 
which rises abouit 90 feet high. Every observer must 
remark the additions and alterations introduced into the 
&bric since its first foundation. The stone screen is (or 
the most part preserved* but has been moved upwards in 
the chanceL Over the entrance door are the words "Ex- 
oUata est sancia JDei gmtetrix m^er ckoros at^eiorum ad 
caleitiaregna" Above the screen has been hoisted a 
frightful erection of wood work : several of the windows 
have been repafred in defiance of evesry rule of ancient 
propriety ; and whitewash has been sufiiered to clot and 
bury the bold and beautiful sculpture of the capitals. 

The Register of Weddings begins 29th January, 1598 ; 
of Bi^tisms; 7ih July, 1602 ; of Burials, 2d Feb.' 1604. 

CURIOSUS, 



No. XXXIII. 
CALWODELEGH, OR CALVERLEIGa 



TO THS EDITOR OF THE EXBTER AND PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

X HIS parish, as we learn from Bishop Grandis* 
son's Register, was formerly included in Losbere. It con- 
tains about 600 acres, and was formerly the property of 
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the Calwodeleg^, who presented to the Church from 
£dward the Third's time until the reign of Hen VII. when 
Humphry de Calwodelegh forfeited his right and estate 
to the Crown. Perhaps he had espoused the cause of K. 
Richard III. In virtue of the Crown grant, Roger Hol- 
land presented, on 9^ Aug. 1500 : seyentecn years later 
the Speccots held the patronage. In 1554, Gertrude^ 
Marchioness of Exeter, possessed this right ; but in the 
rei^ of Elizabeth it was exercised by the Southcotes, 
l^m them it passed to the Fameg. Charles Lord Viscount 
Fane, in the 22d of George IL obtained an Act of Parlia- 
ment fcft selling the Manor of Calve'rleigh, the Rectory of 
Bampton, and some luids in Tonpleton ; and his Lord* 
ship's Trustees sold the same to Joseph Nagle, Esq. 2d 
July, 1768, for 10,000 guineas. By his will, dated 13th 
May, 1812, and proved in the Prerogative Court, 22d 
April 1813, the property descended to Charles Joseph 
Chichester, Esq. his nephew in law. 

The Church, dedicated to St. Mary^ is 57 feet long by 
26§ wide. It consists of a tower, 44 feet high, containing 
3 bells, and of a nave and chancel, connected with a 
south aisle by three arches>i This aisle served for the 
Calwodelegh Chantry, as we find in the Episcopal Re- 
gisters. Thus Bishop Grandisson admitted John Soy, 
Priest, on 1 7th May, 1349, "ad catitariam eapelkparo' 
chialisde Calwodelegh adpreeentationemJohis de Calwode^ 
legh, veripatroni." 

Here there is little to merit attention. Part of the 
ancient screen still remains. The chancel, as we learn 
by an inscription, was " seeled, plaistred, painted and 
paved, by Edward Serridge, Parson of Calverley, 1662.*' 
The painting of "the curse of the tree bearing nofruite; '' 



I^ 
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does Uttie credit to the Rector's 'tui^ and judgment. On 
the screen we obsenrcd the scrms of Bouchier and Cotton. 
In tibe chancel is the grave-stone of the Rev. John Pronz, 
late Rector of the parish, who died 31st Jnly, 1646. On 
the commtmion table is inscribed 

Sir Hewe Atwifl, 

PoUBon of CalvAle. 
This Rev. Diviae and* benevolent physician was bmied« 
according to Prince, at St. Swes in Cornwall, 4th BSay 
1617. set. 91. 
From a very large gravestone in the nave. 
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a**> ' ■ III *W> i M 
ere lyeth the 

Body of John 

Ciooke, Cloth-* 

ier« Sonne of 

THumpfry Crooke 

He deceased 

tbe XXY. ^ 

of October 

1616. 



In the sonth aisle is a monument erected in 1636, to 
three generations of the Southcotts ; and is particularly 
intitled to the attention of Heralds, especially if collated 
with the one in the north aisle of Kilnungton church, 
erected in 1735, by George Southcott of Dulcis. Another 
tablet is inscribed to Ann Throckmorton, daughter of 
Geo. Throckmorton, of Weston Underwood, Bticks, Esq. 
by his wife Anna Maria Paston, of Horton, Co. Glouces- 
ter. The lady died 6th Nov. 1783. Adjointng is Hm 
monument of David Nagle, of Bally Griffin, Co. Cork, 
Esq. who died 4th June 180a, set. 81 ; as also of Joseph 
Nagle, Esq. who died 29th January, 1813, set. 8^. whose 



irtiies are erohalmed m tike recollection of his frknds— 
whose memory is identified witt charity. 

The parochial registers, prior to the 25th March* 1679, 
have uofortun^jtely perished. . 

In foL 197# of Walker's Sugerings, mention is made of 
Nicholas Burch, A. M. as Rector of Calverleigh. " H* 
swrvived the usurpation, and died in 1677, having heen 
succeeded hy one Homaan, a New England divine, of 
whom it is reported, that talking in defSence of ^tempore 
prayer, he said, " Tho' we sp^ak tumeme, God will pick 
out the mecming €f it.** 

On 1 4th June, 1784, for the «um of 10 guineas, Wm. 
Morchead, Esq. granted and sold the annual rent or 
tenth of 7s. ; «. e. for the Manor of Calwodeleigh, and the 
advows<m of the Vicarago^ l^re 6s, ^.i and for the 
Manor pfRackenford 6d. 

CURIOSUS. 



No. XXXIV. 
OTTER TON, 



TO Tttm BDITOE OOP TUB WPBTSa AHD PLTMOUTB 

OAZBTTE9 

PASS!!IfG from Budlfeig^ towards Ottevton, we 
came to a Crtss erMted as ftr bock as tiie year 1743, in 
^e centre of ^e lour voads. Ab we approached the 
parish church, dedicated to St. MidiaeU we could not 
but Admire its cottteaAdinglidglxti^aiMl veflaAtMred ouT'* 
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8elve8 that the structure would do honor to its situation ; 
but on entering the south porch, disappointment grew 
upon us. It soon appeared to be but the repinant of a 
Church ; the position of the tower at the east end, and 
the abrupt termination of the walls in that direction, sa- 
tisfied us, that the Choir of the Monks extended beyond 
the tower, and that the present fabric was reserved for 
the use of the parishioners. It measures in length sixty 
feet, by forty-seven in breath. The south aisle, connected 
with the nave by three arches, had an ancient chapel in 
its eastern extremity; the pUcina is still visible, and 
Aear it is the altar-tomb of James Courtenay, the younger 
son of James Courtenay, of Cheriton^ Esq. who died 
6th September, 1593. 

Mr. Polwhele, p. 231, Hist. Devon, amuses his readers 
with the fiction of an ancient nunnery here, and points 
out the passage communicating with the Church, by 
which '' the nuns used to go to their orizons." He ougjit 
to have known, that the nuns never once resided at Ot- 
terton, and that the adjoining inclosure, called the Nun'9 
Court," derived its name from being the property of the 
Ahbeia and Concent of Sion House, just as the Lady' a Bam* 
in Rockbeare parish, was so called fix>m belonging to the 
Nuns of Canonsleigh, 

Our readers are aware that King John founded here a 
Priory for four monks, de^ndant on St. Michael's Abbey, 
in Normandy. As an alien Priory, it was suppressed in 
the year 1414, and its possessions were immediately an- 
nexed by King Henry V. to his noble foundiition of ^ton- 
house, in Middlesex. The Manor of Otterton was held 
by that Royal Monastery until its dissolution^ 1^6 year? 
later, and was then purchased, with other estates/ of K. 
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Heniy VIIJ. by Richard Duke, Esq. a clerk of the Aug- 
mentation Courts for the sum of £1727 4s. 2d. The 
new proprietor, as we are told by SirWm. Pole, (p. 161, 
Collections,) 8fc» "bwilded a fayre bowse in this pli»ce 
^ppon an ascent over the river Otter which driveth his 
;aiiilles underneath the bowse." 

It was natural to expect the sight of many memorialA 
of the affluent and powerful family of Duke, in the Padst^ 
Church ; but here again disappointment gathered upon 
us. In the north side of the c3iancel we observed a mural 
tablet, without any inscription, but the date, 1589. Mr,. 
l^sons (p. 376, part 1 1, Devon) supposes that it com- 
memorates Richard Duke, the original Grantee of the 
Manor. But considering the long interval of nearly half 
a century between this date and the acquisition of the 
Manor, is it not more probable that it refers to Richard 
Duke, the nephew and heir of the first proprietor? On a 
brass plate in the chancel we read 



Memorise Sacrum 

RiciDuke Ar. qui 

obiit 19 AprAn^'.Dni 

1641 

OS 3 
as 2 



Reliquit fili /I 



The figures of the children are engraved on the sides ; 
but to fill up the space assigned to the Ladies, an hour 
glass and skull are introduced, with the words "amniscar, 
ftsmm** From another brass we copied, the following: 

Sarah proecharissima 



uxor Roberti Duke Ar. 
filia et cohseres Rici 

Reynell de Greedy, Ar. 

Obiit2° Feb. An«». 1641 

OS 3 
as 5 



Reliquit fili\ 
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The sons and daughters are also arranged on either side 
of the tablet. Another brass was inscribed — 

"Richard Duke, buried 10th July, 1740, »t. 52." 

This gentleman dying withoutmaleissue,leffc his estates 
to John Heath, son and heir of Staplehill Heath, of Ottery 
St. Mary, merchant, and grandson of Thomas Heath, of 
Exeter, merchant; he took the name of DicAre. After his 
death (which happened in 1775) the property was adver- 
tised for sale and was finally purchased, 24th Sept. 1785, 
by Denys RoUe, the father of Lord RoUe, the present 
owner. 

In this Manor was the chapel of "La Ifederland," 
which, with the Parish Church, was appropriated by 
Henry Marshall, Bishop of Exeter, on 3lBt Aug. 1205>to 
St. MichaeFs Abbey, in Normandy, to assist in enter- 
taining pilgrims, and the exercise of hospitality, "adpere^ 
grinorum et fiospitum susceptionem." Bishop Brewer con- 
firmed this grant, and it also received the approbation Of 
Simon Langton, Archbishop of C^mterbury, 25th Sept. 
1225. See the Custumale de OttertQQ> p. 49. In the 
same Custumale is copied the agreement between Richard 
de Albo Rivo, Prior of Otterton, and Robert, the Vicar 
of the Parish Church, respecting Parochial Tithes, This 
instrument is dated Otterton, 5th Feb. 1317. 

I meet in a deed of the early part of Henry the Third's 

reign, of a grant of 9 virgatea of land in length, and 6 in 

breadth de la Hille, each virgate 18$ feet, by Moran, the 

son of Robt. Upholl, to John Miller. It is witnessed by 

tome persons of Oterton. 

CURIOSUS. 
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No. XXXV. 

WASHFIIiLD. 



TO THB EDITOR OF THE SXBTKR AND PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

J HE Church, dedicated to St. Mary, stands 
on a rising ground, and consists of a tower, containing five 
bells, and of a nave, and chancel, connected with a north 
aisle by four plain arches, The capitals of the first arch 
in the chancel are boldly cut, but claim to be rescued from, 
their multiplied layers of white-wash. The whole of.the 
chancel, with the windows and altar-piece, is fitted up in 
a style perfectly at variance with the character of the fa- 
bric. In 1624, the ancient screen was removed for the 
present one, which must be considered as a tasteless sub- 
stitute. 

With the general appearance of the north aisle, we had 
reason to be gratified : the windows have been left unin- 
jured by Churchwardens and such like innovators: 
some stained glass is here preserved, viz. a part of the 
figure of St. Anthony of Egypt, as we judge from the 
robe marked with the letter Tau. the letter M. the initial 
St.Maria : — ^the I. H. S : the portraitof St. John, with the 
words Sc8, Johannes : St. Bartholomew with the knife — 
St. Thomas with the spear . an abbess; a calf, emblema- 
tic of St. Luke, with the inscription Scs, Lucas — and the 
Lion, with the words, Sc», Marcus. The font resembles 
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that at Kenne, square, with a circular stem in the centre, 
surrounded by four slender columns at the angles. Each 
side of the square is inscribed by six circular arches < 
The interior length of the Church, including the tower, 
is Q*J feet, by 26 in width. 

The first time that we have met with Washfield Church 
was Dec. 1329, when Henry Abbott presented. Soon 
after the right of presentation devolved to the Worths, of 
Worths, who still possess it. In the north aisle are seve- 
monuments otthis ancient Family. 

The following epitaph, we think, would for its quaint- 
ness have excited the jealousy* of the Monkish muse. 

Anaiger Heurycusi-cabat hoc sub semate Worthus 

Worthus clams avis secla tricena wai» 
Cujus digoa micat virtue, const:intia dignar 

Integrior quo nemo fuit, nee amantior sequi 
Egregium meritus noinini? requetlccus, 
Non <^eii8 peril t, tantum dlsparuit, atque 
Cfl^itibus suyeris annumerandas abit. 
Vivit in Henrico nato Henricoque nepote 

Ne cadat antiquse stirps recidiva domu»'. 
Obiit Aug. 3, Anno. D. 1606, aHAtis suae 72. 

Another monument is inscribed to Henry Worth, w^c* 

died 1630. His wile Elizabeth, daughter of Nicholas 

Fry, of Yarty, Esq. died in 1626. 

A tablet records the memory of Alicia, daughter 

of William Fry, Esq. and wife of Philip Steyngyngs* 

Esq. After giving her husband 9 sons and 5 daughters 

she survived him, and died 8th August, 1605, aetL- 72. 

Her son George Montgomery erected this memorial, viz:— 

Alice, daughter unto Willm Frye and Philip Steyninga wryfe. 
(Both Squires) wiUi her husband led a long and lovlngc ^e. 
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Nyne sons, and daughters five she bare, and then as turtle true, 
(He dying first) she lyved sole, and would not choose anew. 
Birth, beauty, personage, good grace, court, breedinge, gravitye, 
Chast lore, trueth, rirt&e, consliant £aith and sincere piety. 
Alyfe made her beloved and blest, yea dead, though envye burst 
And malice selfe can speake but well, if they would speake ye 

worst 
Agefl searentie two she yielded here her body to the dust, 
Her soule into her Saviour's hands, in whom was all her trust ; 
By whom in sorrow, sicknes, health, lyfe, death, she still was 

blest. 
With whom she now in heavenly joy hath everlastinge rest. 
Her birth-place Yarty was ; her lyfe in Holnecot she led, 
In worth, amongst her deerest frends she made her fatall bed. 
Adiew, deerc Mother, wee must part although we loved deerely. 
Yet spyte of death, lyfe once agayne, I hope shall joyne us 

' neerely. 
And for thy love, whilst thou didst live, I vow though dead 

thou lye, 
Thy Sonne Montgoraerie's love to thee & thine, shall never 

dye. 
Obiit 8th Aug. 1605, astatis sua; 72. Georgius Montgomerius 
gener : posuit. 

John Worth gave the Communion Plate ; the cup and 
fiagoQ in 1G81, and the dish in 1717* 

The Parochial Registers begin with the year 1680, (as 
I learn from the Rev. Carrixgton Ley), and are con- 
tinued in a regular series to the present time. To this 
Rev. Gentleman, I have to acknowledge my grateful sense 
of his readiness to afford me information. 



LOXBEAR, ORLOXYSBERE, 

Is a mean structure, measuring in its greatest length, 

the tower included, but 62 feet, and in breadth about 15 

feet. The tower, containing 3 bells, is but 32 feet high. 

o 2 
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An antiquary must regret that the Saxon or Norman 
doorway, with the zigzag and pellet moulding, should 
be in great measure concealed by the South Porch. 

As early as 1352, the Avenels presented to this Church. 
From them the right passed to the Trobridges and 
Richards ; and finally the presentation was vested solely 
in a Trobridge, who in the latter end of Q. Elizabeth's- 
reign sold it to Daniel Cudmore, Esq. I believe this to 
be the gentleman who was buried in the Temple Churchy 
London, with the following epitaph i 

^ Here lieth the body of Daniel Cudmore, of Loxbeare, 
in the County of Devon, Esq. who was a member of this 
Society. He departed this life the 18th day of June» 
Anno Domini, 1631." 

Another Daniel Cudmore died 30th January, 1638, set. 
68, and was buried at Loxbeare. By his will, dated the 
l6th of October preceding his death, he left £23, the in- 
terest to be given to the poor on Good Frid&y. Hia-wife 
Joan departed this life ^h May, 1645.. In the chancel 
is a tablet to Zachary Cudmore, Esq. who died 26th 
May, 1657, set. 47 ; his widow Mary followed him to the 
grave in March, 1666, act. 47. Richard Deules, who 
died in 1637, was a benefactor to the parish ; but the in- 
scription on his grave-stone it is difficult to decypher. 

The font, thepiscma, and indeed the tout ensemBle, can 
hardly be worse. On examination T found the Registers 
ef Baptisms began with the year 1710, of Burials, with 
1704, and of Marriages with 1716. Ecton, in his The- 
sauruSf asserts, that the Church paid 20d. yearly to the 
Rector of Cadeleigh ; Q. if Calverleigh ? which was for* 
merly a chapel of ease and dependant on Loxbear, as we 
learii from Bishop drandisson's Register. 

CURIOSUS. 
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No. XXXVL 

ASHTON CHURCH. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 

QAZETTS 

^ HE Church stands on a rising ground, and to 
the traveller ascending the Teign from Fair-Bridge i» a 
pleasing object. It consists of a nave and chancel, which 
are connected with a north aisle, by five elegantly simple 
arches ; and of a stately tower containing 6 bells. The 
clear measurement of the inside of Ahe edifice is 56 feet 
by 30 ; the windows are gracefully pointed, and abound 
with more coloured glass than is usually found in paro- 
chial churches. The arms of Chudleigh viz. Ermine, 3 
lioncels rampant. Gules, are often repeated j we obser- 
ved also the escutcheons ol Courtenay, Lacy, and Paulet. 
The font is an octagon ; but four of the sides bear shields 
1st, of Stourton : 2d, of Stourton impaled with Chud- 
leigh. (N. B. Jas. Chudleigh married Margaret, daugh- 
ter of Wm. Lord Stourtor, in 1476) : 3d, of Chudleigh : 
4th of ditto impaled or lather meant, as I imagine, to be 
impaled with Tremaine. 

The ancient screen is in tolerable preservation, and se- 
veral figures of Saints may yet be recognised on the outer 



1 38 ECCLESIASTICAL 

pannels, viz. St. Appolonia holding the pincers com- 
pressing a tooth ; — St. Barbara with her tower ; St. 
Anthony with the letter Tau on his robe, and a pig at his 
feet ; — St. Sidwella with her scythe ; — St. George in the 
act of dispatching the Dragon; — Bishop Blase with 
the iron comb ; — ^the Blessed Virgin with the infant Jesus 
in her arms ; — ^the Blessed Virgin as a Mater dolorosa — 
St. John the Baptist, the Patron of the Church, with the 
medallion of the Lamb ; — St. Stephen holding a stone — 
St. Dorothy with a basket of flowers ; St. Michael with 
his banner ;-~<-the four Evangelists, and the four Doctors 
of the Latin church. In the interior part of the screen 
are several decent, not to say spirited designs, relating 
to the general resurrection, annunciation and visitation of 
the Blessed Virgin, and the transfiguration of our Lord. 
Most of the labels are distinctly legible. The Chudleighs 
presented to the living, certainly from the beginning of 
K. Edwd. the third's reign. In cases of minority the right 
devolved on the Earls of Devon, who were Lords in Chief 
of the Manor of Ashton, as well as the Advowson of its 
Church. Thus on the 25th April, 1358, Robert Kirkham 
presented to the living, as we learn from Bishop Grandis- 
son's Register, " ratione custodie manerii de Asshcherston 
quam emit una cum advocatione ipsius ecclesie a Dno comite 
Devonie efusdem capitali Dno durante minore ataie 
Jaeohi Chuddelegh veri Patroni/' 

To the memory of Sir Geo. Chudieigh, is a mural 
monulnentin the north aisle ; he died 15th Jan. 16^7; his 
lady Mary, eldest daughter of Sir Wm. Strode, knt. was 
also buried here. She was the fruitful mother of 9 sons 
and as many daughters. Mary, the eldest daughter. 
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married HaghClifibrd, of Ugbrooke, Esq. the father of 
the Lord Treadarer Oli£ford, 

We cannot take leave of the Church without expressing 
our satisfaction at the good t^ste which has preserved 
the ancient benches. Baldly carved, neat and solid, they 
always look respectaMe, and agreeably harmonize with 
the venerable ikbric. And well might Weever, in fol. 
701. of his Funeral MoHuimet^, reprobate the custom of 
pews, as covering the nkmorials of the dead, and promo- 
ting indolence. He cal^lsit ''a fashion of no longcontinu- 
once, and worthy of reformaticm.'* 

CURIOSUS. 
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No. XXXVII. 
TRUSHAM. 



tX> THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

r ROM the Conquest until the suppression of 
religious houses, the Manor and Advowson of Tnisham, 
or Trisma, belonged to Buckfastleigh Abbey. 

The present Church was dedicated by Bishop Brones- 
combe, on IQth Nov. 1259. With the exception of its 
tower it has a mean appearance. Where the nave opens 
into the north aisle, by 3 plain arches, the width is about 
28 feet, the clear length of the fabric is 48 feet. The 
chancel is very small^' with a oiscina of the rudest fonxi 
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and character : on the screen we observed the painted 
figures of St. Peter^ Paul, Andrew, James, Simon, 
George and Helen. The circular and unadorned font 
may have belonged to an earlier structure. 

The Monuments are few. In the north wall of the 
chancel is an altar tomb of the Staplehills of Bremell. 
The orthography on the brass plate is ludicrous indeed, 
but it records that Hugh Staplehill died 30th Sept; 1583, 
set. 41 ; — ^that his eldest son and heir, Thomas, died 10th 
April, 1599> set. 23; that his 2d son John, died 1st Aug. 
1604, set. 28 : and that Sabina his wifdi the mother of his 
childrenThomaSi John, Roger, Elizabeth, Mary, and Amy, 
was also interred here. 

On the south side of the chancel is a mural monument 
of John and Mary Stooke, liberal benefactors to the poor. 

In the nave is a tablet to Rev. Wm. Stooke, who died 
30th April, 1677. 



ASHCOMBE. 

Bishop Bronescombe, on the vigil of St. Clement, 
(22d Nov.) 1259, dedicated the Church, and the Re- 
gisters of this successors satisfactorily prove, that the 
right of presentation belonged to the seculiar canons of 
Merton* in Surrey, until the dissolution of religious 
houses. The church has a north aisle; by measurement 
we found the interior of the fabric to be 74 feet in length 
and 25 feet in breadth ; the recent addition of a wing on 



* This Priory was .founded by K. Hen. I. in 1121. Canon- 
teign estate formerly was part of its possessions. 
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tiie flQuth side increased the breadth to 42 feet. The 
arms of Kirkham, 3 lions, rampant, gules, appear in the 
capital of the first arch of the nave. This family held 
very considerable property in the parish, and for a long 
period were Lords of the Manor. Of late, considerable 
sums have been expended in embellishing the fabrick. 
Whilst we greatly admire the spirit displayed in the un- 
dertaking, we could have wished that in the projecting 
mouldings of the side windows, and in the form of the 
arch, the east .window of the chancel 'had been adopted 
for the model. Tons it was painful to see the respecta.r 
ble .screen flung aside, as useless lumber. With deference 
we may ask, if after all that has been done here to re<* 
store the solid praying places of our forefathers, it be not 
a violation of symmetry to introduce lumpish pews or 
boxes in the north nisle and chancel ? Bishop Stafford, 
on 2d Dec. 1396. licensed John Cade, and Alice his wife 
to have an oratory in t^eir house within the manor o# 

Ashcombe. 

CURIOSUS. 



No. XXXVIII. 
ASH^UBTON. 



TO THE BDITOR OF TH£ EXBTEB AND PLTMOUTif 

GAZETTE. 

T HE Manor of Essebretone belonged to the 
Bishopric of Exeter when the Domesday Survey was 
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taken.* In the 3d year of Edward II. laiO, Bidiop 
Stapledon procured a market and fair for the town. Ed- 
ward VI. in the Sd year of his reign» licensed Bishop 
Veypey to alienate the manor to Francis Poole^ Esq. and 
others. Sir W. Pole says, *' Both the manor and Bor 
rongh belonged antlently to the Bishops of Exeter, but 
now remain to them only the. sad remembrance of how 
much their predecessors had^ and how little they hw^ 
now." 

The Church; situated at the west end of the town, and 
dedicated to St. Andrew, is a handsome structure ; . it is 
built in the form of a cross, and from the style of its ar- 
chitecture, I conclude that it was erected at the com- 
mencement of the 15th century ; the chancel appears to 
be of an earlier date. The interior l^igth is 102 feet 6 
inches and including the towet is 20 feet longer ; tiie 
breadth of the transept is 80 feet, and of the nave an^ 
^orth and south aisle 43 feet. Tlie interior coi»kta of 
a nave, connected with side aisles by five arches, spring*^ 
ing from plain octagonal columns, and of a transept, 
chancel, and north porch. The windows ^e large and 
much divided by muUions and ramified tracery. The 
north and south fronts, and the porch, are embattled. The 
walls are supported by plain buttresses ; on each side at 
the western extremities of the aisles is an embattled 
turret. The tower is 92 feet high, and strongly but - 
tressed ; over the belfry door are three handsome niches, 
but the statues have long been removed. At the 
eastern end there is a small vestry, communicating 



* Mr. Lysons is evidently mistaken in itatingthat Ashburton 
is the Aisbertone of Domesday, and which was Tested in thft 
jPrown when the Survey was taken $ this manor is Ashpringion. 
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with the chancel ; it is more ancient than the present 
edifice ; the windows are small and pointed; its height 
to the parapet is about 18 feet. It is to be regretted 
that the inside of the fabric had undergone so many 
alterations as to retain but little of its original appear- 
ance. Several modem windows were introduced during 
the years 1796 and 17 9S ; the windows at the extremi- 
ties of the aisles are likewise blocked up. The pews are 
uniform and handsome. Hie altar-piece is rather an 
elegant design of pointed architecture. The pulpit, font, 
and galleries, are modem ; in the west gallery there is 
an organ. In the wood- work of the roof is some good 
carving of foliage, the bosses adorned with roses and 
knots ; at the extremities of the transverse beams are 
small figures of angels holding shields. Near the door- 
way is an arch, which led up to a room over the porch, 
now destroyed. The tower contains 6 bells. Not a vestige 
18 left of the handsome screen; it was removed about 
SO years ago, and the fragments remained in an outhouse 
for some years afterwards. Another screen separated 
the south transept from the south aisle; there were stalls 
in the chancel annexed to the screen, and also on the 
other side of it in the nave.* AH these elegant speci- 
mens of art have disappeared before the rage for modem 
improvements. 

Hie upper part of ^e south aisle goes by the name 
Grose's aisle, and formerly belonged to a family of that 
name, who resided in the town. On a tablet against 
the wall is the following inscription ; — *' Here lyeth the 



* From the information of the late Rer« J« Palk. 
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bodys of Thos. Crusej gent, who was here interred the 
28th April, 1642, and G. Cnise^ gexvt. who was also 
interred the 8th day of Jan. 1649." Aims, Azur%, a 
bend argent and gules, indented hetween six escaUops or- 
gent. This aisle is now appropriated as a burial place to 
the I>unning family^ and against the east end is a hand- 
some marble monument to th^ memory of John Dunning^ 
the first Lord Ashburton. The bad taste displayed ia 
blocking up the east window for the erection of the 
monumeBt> is to be deprecated. There are no aneiecit mo- 
numents ; the walls, are, however, adorned with many 
neat mural tablets of modern date. The oommunion-plate 
was stolen a few years since from the vestry; the thieves 
were apprehended and convicted of the crime ; some 
fragments were restored to the parish. The new plate 
was presented to the Church by Sir Lawrence Palk, Bart. 
The great tythes are appropriated to the Dean and Chap* 
ter of Exeter, who are the patrons of the Vicarage. 

Bishop Stapledon> 3d April, 1314, visited this Churctbr 
which he found in a dilapidated state, especially the 
north aisle ; he . complained of the deficiency of the 
sacred ornaments, required the rebuilding of l^e said 
north aisle, and tother enjoined that the repairs should 
be finished, and the deficiencies supplied by the ensuing 
Michaelmas, under a penalty of £20, payable to the fjeibrie 
of Exeter Cathedral. John Brydport, or Burfbrd, who 
was instituted tothe Vicarage September 22d, 1435, by his 
will> made June 6th> 144^,.left a chalice, some vestments, 
and a miseaU to the altar of St. Catharine, in his Churchr 
John Gilbert, who was admitted Vicar August 1st, 1721, 
was afterwards promoted to the Bishopric of Salisbury. 
Polwhele, Hitt. of Devon, p. 496, statea that the Church 
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of Ashburton was an appendage to the Abbey of Buck- 
fastleigh.** Never was an assertion made more completely 
in defiance of all evidence. Bickington and Buckland- 
in-the-Moor are dependant Chapels on Ashburton. 

In a back-street not far from the Churchy is the Chapel 
of St. Lawrence, now used for the Grammar School. On 
the 31st Oct. 1430, Bishop Lacy granted 40 days indul- 
gence to the pious contributors towards this Chapel. It 
was a Chantry, endowed with astipend of £6 13s. 4d. per 
annum. The<:hantry priest wg3 to keep a Grammar 
School. In the early part of the last century, marriages 
and other occasional parochial duty were performed in it. 
It is repaired out of the parish lands, most probably from 
what formed the endowments^ which were valued in the 
reign of Edward VI. at £J0 163. 8d. per annum. The 
pvejrplus was appropriated to the maintenance and repa- 
ration of leaden pipes, "for the condUiCtion of whole- 
some water for the relief of the infected, when the 
plague should be at Ashburton, that they might not 
infect others."* llie only part q| the original building 
;that remains, is the tower, 63 feet high ; it is terminated 
by a small spire. The interior consists of a well-propor- 
tioned modern room, rebuilt about 100 ^ars ago ; in it 
are the arms of the town, and of the families of Harris, 
Young, Blundell, and Gould. Some repairs having lately 
taken place, a basin for containing holy water was dis- 
cax§3;ed in the wall, on the left band as you enter, 

DEVONIENSIS. 



* Chantry Roll in the Augmentation Office, quoted by Mr. 
Ly^np. 
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No. XXXIX, 
BICKINGTON. 



TO- THE BDITOK OF THE EXETER ATITD FLYHOXiTB 

GAZETTE.. 

BiCKINGTON, antiently written Bukenton 
and Buketon, is a village about three miles from Ash- 
burton^ on the turnpike road leading to Exeter. 

The Church is a plain structure, in the worst style of 
the 15 th century ;: some of the windows are divided witE 
mullions> but are square at the top. The interior consists 
of a nave, connected with the north aisle by four arches ; 
the chancel is a continuation of the nave ; and a south 
porch. The screen is removed ; a border of vine leaves, 
and an open tracery of quatrefbiTs, being a part of it, 
adorn the gallery. The determined hostility which 
Churchwardens, and in too many instances even the 
Clergy thexnselves, have evinced towards the screens iit 
our parish churches, is deeply to be regretted ; as elegant 
specimens of ancient art, they are objects of interest, and 
by their removal the interior proportions of the building 
are destroyed ; it is to be hoped that the rage for destruc- 
tion has in some degree ceased. Hie tower is low, and 
contains 6 bells. 

In the chancel there is a tablet to the memory of Wil^ 
Ham Woolcombe, fifty-eight years minister of this parish ;; 
he died Dec. 9th, 169l> in the 86th year of his age. Arms^ 



Sarry ofsixArg. and Gules, a mullet in chief. In the 
chancel and nave are several grave-stones of the Stawells', 
of Herebeare ; on some of them are long Latin inscriptions 
imperfect, and partly concealed by the pews. On one I 
observed the arms of Stawell, a cross lozengee, impaling a 
saltire engrailed between four mullets. — Woottom, (Wil- 
liam Stawell> who was buried at Bickington> Jan. 24th, 
1643> married Joanna, daughter and heir of Hugh Woot- 
ton, of Bickington.*) On another, StaweU, impaling a 
chevron between three conies. Strode. (Hugh StaweU^ 
baptized, at Bickington, Nov. 23d, 1623, married 
Penelope, daughter of Sir Richard Strode, Knt.*) 

On a tomb in the church^yard, to the memory of James 
Fomeaux of Farlecombe, 1696, are the arms of that family 
—a bend between six cross erossletts. 

The Register commences in the year 1603 ; towards the 
end ofthat century it is kept in a very imperfect manner^ 
and there are no entries from 1680 to 1695. 

Bishop Oldham, about the year 1513, settled the 
dispute between the churches of Ashburton and Bicking- 
ton, by ordering that the Churchwardens of the latter 
should pay 6s. 8d. per annum to tbe Churchwardens of 
the former on the Sunday within the feast of the Concep- 
tion B. V. M. (Dec.) This sum is atill regularly paid. 



BUCKLAND-IN-THE MOOR 

Is a small parish on the banks of the Dart, three miles 
west of Ashburton, and not far from the borders of Dlrt- 



* Pedigree of the Stawell family in my possession. 

p 2 
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moor. The Church is a small plain structor?, consisting^ 
of a nave, separated from a north aisle by three low 
arches^ a north transept, a chancel, and south porch, and aa 
embattled tower containing 5 bells. The interior is in 
good order, and the pews are new. The scre^ is perfect ; 
in some of the lower pannels are figures of Saints. 
Several of the old windows have been enlarged and re- 
moved. A circular Saxon font, the upper and lower 
parts ornsmented with rude carvings, and connected with 
a fascia ; there is a bracket in the transept. On a grave- 
atone, within the communion rails, is the following in* 
scriptionin text hand; — *' Here lyeth Ralfe Woodley, Lord 
of this manor, year of the Lord 15^3." 

DEYONIENSIS, 



No. XL. 
HENNOCK. 



1*0 THE EDITOR OP THE EXETER ANB PLTMOUTBT 

GAZETTE. 

1 HE village of Hennock is between two and 
three miles from Chudleigh, in an elevated situation, over- 
looking the vale of the Teign, and on the verge of the 
downs that stretch away towards Moretonhampstead. 

The Church, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, is not 
large, and rather low ; it was built in the 15th cen- 
tury, and from the arms of Bishop Booth being placed in 
one of the windows, it was probably erected during his 
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episci^Mtte ; he was Bishop of Exeter from the year 1466 
to 1478. The interior consists of a nave, coonected with 
two side aisles by four obtuse arches springing from 
clustered columns, a chancel, a south pcurch embattled, 
and a low tower, containing four bells ; it is in good re- 
pair and well seated. The screen is perfect, but not 
much ornamented ; in the lower part are some figures of 
saints. The pulpit and gallery are neat ; th$ ceiling over 
the pulpit is ornamented with gilt-work. Th« altar- 
piece was given by a former Vicar (Mr. Harris) ; the 
carved work, the painting, and the lett^s were executed 
by a Clergyman, (Mr. Madge) ; on it is the following in- 
scription i-^* Joannes Harris, LL. B. hi^ui paroehm 
Fiearius, A, D, 1763. Joannes Jenkins struxit ; Ste- 
pkanus Madge scripsit," The iont is ancient, evidently 
Saxon, of a square form, the outside adorned with rude 
work, and supported by a solid square pedestal. In the 
windows of the north aisle are manyfragmaiU of painted 
glass* in the east window is an imperfect representatioli 
of the Magi offering presents to the infant Jesus, u^derrich 
tabernacle work. In another window are four figures of 
angels, with foliage and roses ; and in another, figures of 
the Evangelists, with their names on labels. Likewise the 

following arms :— 

I, ~^T^ee fishes kauriant, Or,^^Luey, 

2. — Arg» Three boare' heads erazed and ereet wh, in 

ckiqf a label of three points. — Bishop Booth, 

3. — Cheeky Or, and Gules, a chirf vair, — Chichester, 
4. — Ermine, Three lions rampant. — Chu^Ueigh, 
5.— -4 bend sab, between six fountains. -^Stourton.* 



• ri « » »<»! 



* James Chudleigh married Margaret, daughter of WiBfara 
Lord Stourton, in 1476. 
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On gravQ-stones, in the Churchy are the following arms--' 

1 . — A fesBfrette, — Gale. 

2. — A chevron between three water bougets^^^Yarde* 

3. — A hindpaeaani, in chief a laheL — Hyne. Impaling 
afess indented within, between two barruleta, — Hody, of 
Nethway. 

Bishop Bronescombe taxed the Vicarage, Sept. 3d, 
1259. It appears from this taxation that the Patrons, 
the Abbot and Convent of Torre, were to claim only the 
" Dedma Garbarum/* the Vicar whom they presented to 
have the glebe, manse, s-mall tithes, and oblations. The 
rectorial tythes and advowson continued with the Abbey 
until the Reformation. The last Abbot, Simon Rede, 
leased for 60 years, " Reetoriam nostram et decimaa gar- 
barum," on January 4th, Anno 30*^ Henry VIII. to John 
Southcote and John Farre. On April 7th, Anno 7^ 
Edward VI. this John Southcote purchased the Rectory 
and Advowson of the Crown, for £234 8s. The Southcote 
family sold the same to the Corporation of Exon, the 
present patrons, in 1631.* It appears from Izacke's Ac^ 
count of the Legacies left to the Poor of Exeter^ '* That 
the sheaf and rectory of Hennock, with the vicarage 

thdre, was purchased by the Chamber of Exeter of 

Southcote, Esq. with the sum of £400, left by Laurence 
Bodley, D. D. one of the Canons Residentiary of the Ca- 
thedral, for the purpose of founding a lecture at Exeter, 
to which Thomas Moggridge, of the city of Exeter, mer^^ 

* Mr. Lysons states that Philip de Salmonville gave the 
Church of Hennock to the Abhey of Tor, in the rei^n ofRichard 
1 . He is certainlv wrong in stating that the families of Washer 
and Pinsent had the patronage of the Vicarage directly after the 
Reformation. It is clear from the Institutions, that the Vicar' 
age passed direct from the Abbey to J. Southcote, Esq. 
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chant, added the sum of £200. Dr. Bodley bequeathed 
his charity in 1615. T, Moggridge in 1617." The Rev. 
J. Hill, the present Vicar, informed Mr. Lysons that 
" some time between the middle and the latter end of 
the 17th century, the Chamber appear to have endowed 
the Vicarage with the great tythes, subject to £42 per 
annum, paid to the Mayor of Exeter on account of the 
lecture above-mentioned, and £7 per annum to the Lord 
of the Manor ; it must have been between 164S and 
1692, as appears by the parish books." 

The parish Register is of very early date, commencing 
in 1542, in the reign of Henry VIIL The early entries 
are in Latin. 

At Knighton, a hamlet in this parish, situated on the 
great western road, there was formerly a Chapel, which 
has long been desecrated. It was used as a bam, but a 
few years ago it was enlarged, and converted into a 
Wesleyan Meeting-house. A field, called Chapel Park, 
half a mile distant, is said to have belonged to this 
Chapel, or at least that a small sum in the form of rent 
was to be paid from it ; this field is now sold off. 

DEVONTENSIS. 



No. XLI. 
WIDDECOMBE-IN-THE-MOOR. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

This Parish is situated in a romantic valley, on 
the borders of Dartmoor ; from whatever direction 1i^ 
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village 18 approached, its elegant tower, rising above the 
trees, is a beautifbl and striking object. The Church, de- 
dicated to St. Pancras,* is in the form of a cross ; the in- 
terior consists of a nave, separated from tiie side aisles by 
six obtuse arches springing from plain octagonal columns, 
a transept, chancel, vestry, and soulii porch. The interior 
length is 112 feet, the breadth of the transept 67 feet, 
and of liie nave and aisles 45 feet. J^e style of the 
building is plain, and it was erected in the 1 5th century ; 
the windows of the body of the edifice are square at Hhe 
top, and divided into three compartments ; those of the 
chancel, transept, and at the extremities of the aisles, are 
pointed. A fine arch supported by clustered columns in 
the wall, and now blocked up with masonry, once opened 
from the nave into the belfry ; and the western part of the 
roof is several feet higher than the eastern. The screen 
was removed in the year 1734 ; some portions of the 
lower part are still left, and incorporated with the pews. • 
In the pannels are numerous painted figures of saints and 
martyrs, rudely executed; the following may be observed: 
St. Peter with the keys; St. James, with a staff; St. 
Andrew, with a cross ; St. Mary Magdalene, with the 
alabastrum ; St. Sidwella, with a scythe ; St. Appollo- 
nia, holding a pair of pincers, compressing a tooth ; St. 
Sebastian, pierced with darts ; St. Edmund, King an^ 
Martyr, with a quiver of ^rows ; a King, probably Ed- 
ward the Confessor; a Bishop, with a crosier; another 



-«♦• 



* St. Pancras is said to have suffered at Rome in the 14th 
year of his age, in the year 304, during the rei^n of Dioclesian. 
St. Gregory tiie Great, speaks of nis rehcs. Numerous 
chorches are dedicated to this Saint in I^ngland, Italy^ 
France, Spain, &c. 
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Bishop, in the act of benediction. The altar-piece was 
erected about 45 years ago ; it completely blocks up the 
east window, and is utterly discordant with the architec- 
ture of the Church, being painted in a very gaudy maa- 
ner, and adorned with hideous figures of Moses and 
Aaron. In the south side of the chancel is a piscina and 
the remains of a stalU ^ the south transept another pis- 
cina, and in the south aiale several atsme brackets, in the 
east window of the north aisle are the arms of Conrteaay . 
Or, three torieauxy in chief a label of three points ; and in 
the same window,, a plain cross. On several grave-^stones 
in the nave are crosses. A neat octagonal Ibnt supported 
by afiotedshaft. Against the north wall of the ^hanc^ is 
a tablet to Mary, the thini wife of John £Uford> of 
Shipstor, Esq. She was< of the Gale Iwnilyji and died in 
diiildbirth, and was interred here Feb. 16, 1642 ; the 
wedding poesie, the aBeg«am> and chronogram on this 
tablet are cunous specimens of the bad taste, Jeisitive to 
monumental inscriptic^s. Which prevailed in the 17th 
d^ntuEry. Ai'otiD^ tt are fbtiff sii^kid, w^ the following 
at»i9^-Ob the tiop ^lo^erly, 1 and 4 pe^pak wav^, at^. 
and sab. a lion rampant gules, Elford. 2 and 3. Arg^ t^re€ 
9iln%p» and hathel^ sub. ScudashMr^. Bfotto, Diffieifia 
qMHipukhm. a. On t^ right dide> Elferd. 3. On the 
left side, afessfrette. Gale. 4. On the base, Mford, 
jUipafling qtiwrt^y. 1. A ekenr^ ^ngraikd between three 
PMpards* f'ac^, GoplMoiie. 2. Three tross er^sskts in 
bend» Ntttthbotfe. 3. Ga9e. 4. Barry of 6 rtr^. and gute», in 
(Miff a fei&rf xif ikree points, W oolc o mb e. The tower, 
etidefftly ermsted fiiC a latter period tbttn tbe €%urch, proba- 
bly in the reiga of Henry 7thy is^ a beautiful otrocture of 
tlie ornamented eftyle of poiiited architecture ; it rises to 
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a height of above 100 feet, and is built of granite ; the 
angles are sustained by double buttresses, diminishing in 
size as they ascend, and ornamented with foliated pinna- 
cles ; on the top are four elegant pinnacles terminated 
with crosses. Some injudicious, though perhaps neces- 
sary repairs, were made in 1^13. In it are five bells. 

The most celebrated event connected with the Church 
was the dreadful storm of thunder and lightning which 
fell on the Church and tower on Sunday the 1st of Octo- 
ber, 1638, in the time of divine service, which was then 
performing by the Vicar, the Rev. Geo. Lyde. It ap- 
pears that four persons were killed; three died on the day 
of the accident, and one a short time after ; and that 62 
persons were hurt. In the Parish Register is Ihe follow- 
ing notice of the persons killed : — 

1636. 
Roger Hill, gent, was buried the )3d day of October. 

Robert Meade, ) were buried the 23d day of 
Sibella Millwood, $ October. 

In the Church, near the reading desk, is agrave-stone 
to the memory of Mr. Hill, with the following inscrip- 
tion ;— \ 

" Hicjaceni corpora Rogeri Hill, generon, et Anna uaeoris 
^UB. Vvrohnt2\ Octo^m, 1638. Uxor ankml7 Jamt^ 
arn, 1648." 

The repaurs of the Chordti are said to have cost the 
parish more than £300. On a tablet in the Church are 
some verses, commemorative of this awful event.* 



* Several accounts of this dreadful storm have been pub- 
lished. See Prince's Worthies, in the life of the Her. George 
Lyde. HarleianMiscellanvtVolS. Some additional partici^ars 
have been collected by Air. Mason, and may be met wilh in 



ANTIQUITIES. X55 

From a MS. in the British Museum, for an account of 
which I am indebted to J. H. Merivale, Esq. entitled 
** Nomina Villarum/' it appears that in the ninth year 
of the reign of Edward II. Hugo de Courtenay held the 
manors of " Wydecomb cum SpicheicyJe Nottesworthy ei 
Bldkdon, nomine minoris <etati8 ThomtRJiUi Radulpki" 

The Parish Registers commence — Burials, 1560 j Bap- 
tisms^ 1570 j Marriages, 1573. 

Bishop Quiyil taxed the Vicarage about the year 1285 j 
patroi^s the Dean and Chapter of Exeter. The rectorial 
tythes and advowson continued ^ith the Chapter until 
the Reformation, when they were alienated, but were re- 
stored by Queen Elizabeth, July 5, 1585, through the 
exertions of Bishop Walton, who recovered for his Ca- 
thedral phurch those chantry lands, tenements, and 
rents, which had forme^rly been appropriated to t|ie main- 
tenance of obituary services. 

At Spitchwick, now a seat of Lady Ashburton's, there 
was fon^erly a chapel ; in old document^ | have fre- 
quently met with the *' Capella de SpychewyTce " 

The vicarage-house having lately undergone some 
extensive repairs, on an old beam were found the letters 
M. H. B. cut in Lombardic capitals. They perl^ips 8tan4 
for Henricus Magister Brusye. He was instituted Vicar 
16th Nov. 1503, and died in 1532, 

Miss White, of Ashburton, in or about the year 1797 » 
vested the sum of £l42 in the 5 per cents, in trustees, 
for the education of poor children of this parish. With 



the Guide to the Scenery of Asbburton, Aj^pendix, No. 4. The 
verses in the church havel^een published inLyson's History of 
Devon. There is likewise a popy of verses on the subject, in 
MS. composed by Mr. Lyde, 

9 
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his benefaction, aided by annua} subscriptions^ four 
schools are supported, in which 50 children are instructed, 
the boys being taught to read, and the girls to knit and 

SfW. 

In my researches respecting this Church I have received 
great assistance from the Rev. J. H. Mason, Vicar of 
Widdecombe, whose liberality in promoting every under- 
taking to illustrate the history and antiquities of his na^ 
tive county merits this acknowledgment. 

DEVONIENSIS. 



No. XLII. 
MANATON. 



TO TPB EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLTMOUT^ 

GAZETTE. 

imS parish is situated four miles south of 
Moretonhampstead, in the midst of a wild romantic 
country, surrounded by ranges of granite rocks. The 
Church is dedicated to St. Winifred ; there is nothing 
peculiar in the architecture, which is of the pointed style 
that prevails at the commencement of the l5th century.* 
The south front and porch, being embattled, have a pic- 

* There are varioas traditions in the parish, relatiye to one 
Bowerman, who is to have possessed the manor in the reign of 
William the Conqueror, and to have built the Church. It is 
evident from the Domesday Survey that no such person existed 
at the time, nor should I have alluded to the circumstance bat 
for an extract from Dean Milles*s MS. inserted in Polwhele's 
history of Devonshire, stating the above particulars, but as 
qsual without Quoting any authority. The whole is a mere 
le^nd, utterly devoid of foundation. 
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turesqae effect. The interior consists of a nave, two side 
aisles, and chancel ; the aisles are connected with the 
nave, by four obtuse arches, springing from fluted co- 
lumns. It measures from east to west 89 feet; and in 
breadth, including the aisles, 40 feet. The screen is per- 
fect and handsome, ornamented with a profusion of tra- 
cery, foliage, and quatefoils ; in the lower pannels are 
painted figures of saints, bishops, &c. almost obliterated. 
The steps to the rood-loft remain, and are carried up 
through a small castdlated turret, which rises above the 
roof on the south side. The roof of the porch is groined 
and supported by small pillars inserted in the wdl ; there 
is a room over it. A plain octagonal font. A new altar- 
piece from an elegant design of pointed architecture, in 
unison with the fabric> has lately been erected by Mr 
Kendall. The tower is 89 feet in height, and contains 
four bells. In the windows of the north aisle are a few 
figures in painted glass ; St. Andrew, St. James, the 
Virgin, &c. The Church was much injured by a terrible 
thunder-storm, which occorred on Monday morning, 
Dec. 13th, 1779* From a memorandum inserted in the 
Parish Registers, it appears that the east front of the 
chancel was demolished, as likewise a handsome new 
altar-piece and the communion table ; the northern side 
of the tower was split from the top to almost the bottom > 
and one of the pinnacles broke into the roof of the noi - 
them and southern sides of the church, and crushed some 
seats in its fall. The storm came from the north-west, 
and directed its course to the south-east. On a tablet 
on the south side of the chancel is the following inscrip- 
tion: — "Here lyeth the body of Richard Eastchurch, 
Master of Arts, who was Rector of this parish 37 years. 



/ 
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died the 11th day of February, Ad. 1698, aged 61. Arms, 
A cross voir Arg, and Gules, A sun, Or in 1st quartet^ 
crest a rainbow, A neat marble tablet has lately been 
erected in the chancel to the memory of the Rev. Wm. 
Carwithen, A. B. 44 years Rector of this parish ; he died 
October 31st, 1824 ; and of Mary his wife* 

The patronage of the Rectory formerly belonged to the 
Kirkham family ; it was purchased from Francis Kirk- 
ham, Esq. by John Carwithen, of Exeter, Feb. 3, 1723, 
whose descendant, the Rev. W. Carwithen, A. M. is the 
present incumbent and patron. 

From an early period, the great tithes of the west aide 
of the parish were appropriated to the Church of Salisbury, 
and have been held in conjunction with those of the parish 
of Kenton. I have been favoured with the following 
title of a deed, now in the Chapter House of that Cathe- 
dral : — " Indentura inter Procuratorem Decani et CapH 
Sarum, et Rectorem Mcche de Mami^n de Beeimis tn 
Paroch, de Kenton, Anno 1274." 

The Parish Register commences in 1653. 

DEVONIENSIS. 
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No. XLIII. 
INWARDLEIGH. 



TO THE EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTH 

GAZETTE. 

InWARDLEIGH 19 situated nearly midway be- 
tween Okehampton and Hatherleigh, in the midst of a wild 
open country. The Church (I cannotfind outto what Saint 
it is dedicated) is a small plain structure, erected during the 
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1 5t1i centiiry. When the greater part of the country Churches 
in this county were rebuilt. It consists of a nave, connected 
with a north aisle by four arches springing from clus- 
tered columns ; a Chancel> being a continuation jof th6 
nave; and a south porch. Not a vestige of the screen is 
left; a plain square Saxon font, on a circular pedestal* 
The tower is embattled, and contains four bells. In the 
chancel and aisle are piscinse ; and in the churchyard I 
observed the pedestal of a cross. 

The upper pkrt of the aisle is appropriated to North- 
leigh, an ancient seat in this parish, and there are several 
monumental inseriptibiis to the kmilies of Northleigh and 
Denis.* The folloT^ving, in lext hand, is the most ancient: 
•^" Heare lyeth Remon di Northleigh> gentleman, buried 
the fyrst day of Jun6, in the year of our Lord God, 1568." 
The arms of Northleigh— ^-^r^. a chevron bah. between 
three roses ; and of Denis ^^T%ree Danish battle-axes 
erect, or, — are on several of these grave-stones. 

On the floor of the chancel are some oi-nam^nted tiles, 
and on a grave-stone is the following inscription : — "Here 
lyeth the body of Rebekah, the wife of Edward Fortescue, 
gent, and daughter of Richard Rolle, of Cookberre, gent, 
who departed this life the last day of May, Anno Dom. 
1686." Aims-^Fortescue impaling Rolle. 

The Register commences 1699. It was neglected by 
a former Rector, the Rev. John Denis, from the year 



* Northleigh is situated about a mile west of the village ; the 
mansion was built in the reign of Elizabeth, and though now 
Converted into a farm-house, and a part pulled down, it still 
retains some marks of its former respectability ; the arms of 
Northleigh are yet to be seen in painted glass in the entrance 
hall; six desbents of that ancient family, are given in the He- 
raldic Visitation of 1641, as having resided here. The heiress 
of the family, about the latter end of the 17th century, married 
Denis. 
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1756^ to the time qfhis death, August 25th, 1774 ; but 
this defect was supplied in the best manner possible by 
Wm. Moore, the subsequent Rector. 

From the Register I have been enabled to make out the 
following list of Rectors . — 

1573. — Mr. Sadler, Mr. Parker, Mr. Jennings, Mr. 
Lane, Mr. Trescott. 

Bridgman was an intruder in Oliver's time.* 

1663. — Mr. Natiori (styled in the Register a true 
Churchman); he died May 16, 1702, aet. 82. 

1702. — Richard NichoUs succeeded. 

1745. — John Silke succeeded Nicholls. Ob. Jan. 2d. 
1751. aet. 36. A grave stone to his inemory in the 
chancej. 

1751. — John Denis succeeded; ob. August 25th 1774. 
In the aisle there is a tablet to his memory. 

1775.— William Moore, A. M. succeeded, as patron in 
his own and wife's right. 

1779. — Francis Moore succeeded, on the presentation 
of his father. 

1795. — ^Thomas Burrow succeeded, who vacated the 
the] living, in 

1799,— To Richard Hole, LL. B. also Rector of Far- 
ringdon in this county, who was succeeded in 

1803,-i— By Richard Holland, A. M.the present Rector, 
on his own presentation as Patron. 

DEVONIENSIS. 

* Some particulars respecting Bridgman and Nation, may be 
seen in Walker's Sufferings of this Clergy, and Calamy's >fon- 
tonformists* Memorial. 



Ox THE SUPPOSED TOMB of* 

Sir WILLIAM de TRACEV, 

The Murderer of Becket, 

In MORTHOE CHURClt. 



TO THB EDITOR OF THE EXETER AND PLYMOUTli 

GAZETTE. 

A, VERY erroneous account having appeared 
respecting Sir William de Tracby, the murderer of 
Beckett I am induced to trouble you with the following 
communication : — Risdon, in his Survey, states, without 
quoting any authority, that " in this retired place 
(Morthoe) Sir William Tracey, son of Oliver Lord 
Tracey, lived a private life, after he, with others, had slain 
Thomas Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, in King 
Henry 2d*s time ; of whom this report goeth, that, after 
this fact, wind and weather were ever against him, a 
proverb applied to the unfortunate. The punishment of 
a priest- killer (as in some authors is to be seen), was not 
th« death of the body by execution, but of the soul by ex- 
communication, until about the 23d year of that King's 
reign, when it was yielded that such persons should also 
suffer loss of life. Certain it is, he withdrew himself 
hither ; here he spent the remainder of his life, and lieth 
buried in an aisle of this Church, by him built, under an 
erected monument, with his portraiture engraven on a 
grey marble stone.^' Some doubts having arisen respect- 
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ing this tradition, in the summer of 1820 I visited Mortho^ 
Church for the purpose of inspecting the monument : it is 
an altar-tomb in the south aisle^ or rather transept, and 
is about eight feet in length, and two in height, support- 
ed by arches, in which are some rude figures represent- 
ing the Crucifixion of our Saviour between the two thieves; 
there are likewise some arms on the escutcheons. On 
the flat slab is the imperfect representation, almost effa- 
ced, of a man at full length, holding a chalice in his hand. 
This is decisive that the tomb cannot be that of De 
Tracey, the murderer of Becket, but of a priest. The in- 
scription, in Lombardic capitals, extending rOund the 
bofcief of the sldb, is nearly oblitertLted. The meaning 
appears to be, 

" Sir William De Tracey : may I find mercy." 
This inscription may likewise be seen in Camden and 
Risdon. There does not appear to be the least authority 
whatever for the tradition recorded by Risdon. The 
Traceys were an ancient Devonshire family ; they were 
Lords of Barnstaple, and possessed extensive property in 
various parts of the county. SirWm. Pole s^iys; "that 
Sir Williain Tracey, of Barnstaple, followed ICing Henry 
the 2nd in his wars, and was one of the knights who 
slew Archbishop Becket." He died at Cozenza, iii 
Italy, Within three years after the murder. (SeeAlhan 
Butler's Lives of the Saints, where the original authori- 
ties are quoted.) At Woollocombe Tracey, in the parish of 
Morthoe, near Morte Bay, a branch of the Traceys re- 
sided, but it does not appear that Sir William had any 
property there ; he was most probably a soldier of for- 
tutid, who followed the Court of Henry. Moreover the 
aisle of the Church and the Tomb are not so ancient as 
'the time of Henry the 2d, but of the style of architectUte 
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which prevailed in the 14th century. There is, however^ 
almost certain evidence to whom this tomb belonged. It 
appears fromfol. 170, of Bishop Stapledon's register, that 
a Clergyman of the name of William Tracey, had the li- 
ving of Morthoe, and died in the winter of 1322, and that 
Thomas Robert succeeded him in the benefice. The title 
Sir, or Sire, which most probably misled Risdon,was fre- 
quently given to clergymen before and after the Reforma- 
tion. In Iceland at present they always take the appella- 
a^n Sira. The evidence (Concerning this clergyman can 
likewise be strengthened by other testimonies* By ah 
inquisition, ad quod damnum — ^Anno Ist Edward the 2d, 
(1307) it is set forth, " that Sir Wm. triicey had Assign- 
ed 3/. 6s. Id, half an acre of land in Morthoe and West- 
down, for a chantry in the said Church. Before the King 
consents to this alienation, he issued a writ to his es- 
cheator in Devon, to inquire whether such alienation 
Would be pi^ttditial to the Crown or others.^* th trynne's 
Papal Usurpations is the following record : — " King Ed- 
ward the 1st. Ajino 25 : Rogerus de Mortho et Ricardus 
de Sparkwill de Comitat. - Devon. : recogn. : et oblig. : 
regi pro WUlelmo de Tracey, persona ecclesise de Mortho, 
Exon. Dioces." After all this there can be but little 
doubt that the tomb belongs to the incumbent in question^ 
and it is equally evident that the murderer of Becket had 
never retired to Morthoe. It has likewise been mentioned 
that the tomb was rifled a few years since by some un- 
known persons : this appears likewise to have originated 
from Risdon, who says, '* This sepulture was violated in 
our memory by some that hoped for gain ; but disappointed 
of their prey, they carried thence the lead wherein the 
dead was wrapt ; who being men of some substance, it 
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was observed that their wealth wasted, and they did not 
prosper afterwards.*' 

I remain. Sir, your humble Servant, 

J. P. J. 



Ecclesiastical Antiquities of Cornwall. 



1 HE following pages may be coDsidered as 
valuable by our Cornish I^eaders. Unqtieationably they 
pffer the best succession of the Superiors of the Religious 
Foundations in Cornwall. 



St. GERMANS. 

King Edward III, on 8th Oct. Anno Regni 32, 
caused an exemplification to be made of an Inquisi* 
tion held that year before his escheator, John Skyrbek, 
^hewing that Canute gave certain lands and tenements 
to the Church of St. Crerman-r^that the Episcopal See 
]«ras there in Canute's reign:*-?that Brithwold was then its 
Bishop— that its Church was served by Secular Canons — 
that on the death ofBrithwold, who was the last Bishop 
of Cornwall, Livingus, Bishop of Crediton, obtained of 
Canute that the see of Cornwall should be united to that 
of Crediton — that Bishop Leofric, successor to Livingus, 
translated the See from Crediton to Exeter, and after- 



wards founded at St. German's a Priory of regular 
Canons and displaced the Secular ones — that the Bishop 
of Exeter was held to be Founder and Patron* and pos- 
sessed " vacationes Prioratus cum contigerint." At the 
desire of Bishop Brantyngham, K. Richard II. on 15th 
Oct. 1383, exemplified these letters patent of his Royal 
Grandfather. 

Bishop Bronescombe dedicated the Conventaal Church 
28th Aug. 1261. 

I have met with the following Priors :— ^ 

1. — WiUiam, in the reign of Henry 11. 

2. — God^ey, During his superiority, Reginald d6 Fer-» 
rers surrendered his right " in piscaria de Tiniel" to the 
Convent, for the yearly payment of 3s. at the octave of 
St. Martin. 

3. — Richard Polgcner, died early in August^ 1355. 

4.-WbAii Precheur succeeded Richard in the same 
month and year. 

5. — WiUiam T^alceUey occurs as Prior jn 1373 : fron^ 
blindness and old age he resigned in 1385. 

6,' — Richard Harepaih, succeeded in Nov. 1385. 

7, — John Jneray, who died 8th Sept. 1404. 

8.«-rJbAn Pyper succeeded the same year ; obiit Ist Ffeb. 
1424. 

9*-^oAn Hauhyn confirmed prior on 19th of the same 
month : he died 26th April, 1434. 

10. — John KyWiham confirmed his successor 29th May 
following. 

11. — William occurs Prior 28th June, 1462. 

12.— JoAn Serle died in office, 28th Feb. 1509. 

13. — Bobt* Stoimmer succeede<)^ and wfis the Ia9f 
Prior. 
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BODMIN. 

The Conventaal Church of Bodmin was dedicated to 
St. Petrock. William de Worcestre measured it in the 
year 1478, and relates that it was 114 feet long by 60 
broad, and liiat the length of the Lady's chapel was 48 
feet more. He adds, that the length of the Parish Clmrch 
was 180 feet, and the breadth 80. From this writer we 
further diseover that the dedication of the Conventual 
Church was kept on 24tii August. Bishop Tanner in* 
forma us, tluit the '* Charters and Inquisitions relating to 
the county of Cornwall were deposited in the Priory of 

Bodmin/' 

The site was granted 36th of Henry yUI. to Thos. 
Stenodiold, of fhyming celebnty. 

p|iloas^ 

I.-— JttcAanl occurs in a deed preserved in Bishop 
Brenescombe's Register, bearing date Dec. 1269. 

2.'^Gervai8iu», who resigned in 1310. 

3.>*<%/bAii <2e£y2&&4iiiip#o»confirmed his successor inMay 
that year. 

\»^^Auger Bant admitted IVior in Lent, 1349- 

5. — Fr«22tam Cktmelkw was Prior in 1373 and diied in a 
good old age in the autumn of 1403. 

6.— ^loii Kenegy appointed his successor .22d Dec. 
1403 : he resigned 10th Sept. 1435. 

7.— -^Miam Ftvyan confirmed Prior in his place 8tli 
October. 
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8. — T^omof occurs Prior 28th June, 1462, 
9. — John occurs in February, 1503. 
10. — WiUiavik «Fofie«died in office, April 1508. 
W^-^Thos, Hvyan was elected and confirmed in Mi^y 
1508. N. B. This prior was consecrated Bishop of 
Megcura to beS^l^gan to John Veysey, Bishop of Exeter, 
{{e di^d on Penteeost Sunday^ 1st June 1533, an4 itccord^ 
ing'to Ldand, 3 v(d. Uin. was buried, " before the High 
Altar of the Priory in « high tailbe of a. very darkesche 
^^y marble/' 

l^,r^JolmBtfmfbn$ succeeded dthJuly, 14d3| bfitrasigned 
in the fbllowiqg ^ring on a pension of £40 per aiuiuin, 
1 3. — ifkhniUu Wandwwth coqlirmed his sui^Cj^saor loth 
May, 1534, 

N. B. The JFhatmtetm Convent at JMlv^ ms^ situated 
on the South side of the marketrplace. It was bcgoo by 
John Fitaralph; but completed 19th June; l^^fli, by 
Richard, Earl of Cornwall*' brother to JSing H^uiy rlll, 
William of Worcester visited this Convent in 1478 ; but 
whoever compares pages 99 and 111 in his {tiner-c 
iuy, will be astonished at his .variatioiis and anachsoui 
isms* Amongst the list of benefactors, whose obits wore 
fateful ly preserved by the community, we distiaguish 
the Aames of some of the Peverell, Axundell, Carmiahoeji 
and Segrave Families, and especially of Walter BroMS^i 
combe. Bishop of Exeter, "praeipuua Benrfaeiifr Fipoirum 
BmuH JHroncMci." The Conventual Church was dtdi^ 
cuted by John Qrandisson^ Bishop of Dxeter, ia tbo 
year 1359. 
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TYWADKETH. 

To this Priory, dedicated to St. Andrew^ Bishop 
Robert Chichester, between the years 1151 and II6I, 
appropriated the Church of St. Austle. Bishop Marshall, 
28th June, 1202, granted to the same the Church of 
Landliviri, with its dependant Chapel, of Lostwithiel. 
A beautiful Psaltery, in Latin and French, written in 
the 15th century, and now at Ugbrooke, is said to have 
formerly belonged to thisRriory. 

When Leland was at Ty wadreth, he saw in the west 
part of the Conventual Church the Tomb of Bobert Fitz- 
William, "aman of fair lands in the reign of Edward III." 
with the following Epitaph : — 

H«ec est tumba Roberti filii Wilihelmi. 

FaiORS. 

Galfridus, or Sejffry, admitted Prior 22d May, 1263. 

Philip, who was licensed by Bishop Sta|>eldon, 13th 
Aug. 1310, to pay a visit to the mother house of St. Ser- 
gius at Angers. 

H^i2/tamJ3onyet confirmed Prior^ 17& Nov. 1333, and 
x:ontinued in office until his death, nearly 38 years. 

William de la Hay succeeded, Ist Nov. 137 1* Bishop 
Brantyngham certified to King Edward III. that this 
Prior resided in his Convent with /our monks. 

Jdhn Maslsfn succeeded, on William's death, 9th Dec. 
13199- 
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John Rogger followed on Maslyn's death, 18th Dec. 
1406. 

John Jdreniyngham succeeded, on Rogger's resignation, 
28th Oct. 1433, and died in office. 

WdUer Bamecote became the next Prior, Slst Oct. 
1450. 

Bichard Marston died I^iorin Nov. 1506. 

Thomas OoUyns succeeded Richard on 25th Nov. the 
same year, and I believe was the last Prior. 

I have met with a lease of his, beginning " Thomas 
Collins Det Providentia Prior SanctiAndree," by which he 
grants the Tithes **Cfarharum et Cfranorum infra Parochiam 
de Luxutian," to Nicholas Kendall for a term of 50 years, 
under! the yearly rent of £9 6s. 8d. The Lease is dated 
16th February, 1535. 

The site was granted to Edward, Earl of Hertford/ 
Anno 34 Henry VIlI. 



St. MICHAEL'S MOUNT. 

The custumale of Otterton Priory shews, that Robert, 
Earl of Moriton, gave to the noble Abbey of St. Michaeh 
in Normandy,* St. Michael's Mount in Cornwall, with 
half an hide of land and a Market there — ^that subsequently 
he added to this donation three acr^s of land — that the 
grant was confirmed by William the Conqueror, his 



* This abbey was buiU on a rock, 400 feet high, and over- 
hanging the sea, between Kormandy and Britainy, A. D. 708, 
by Aobert, Bishop of Avranches. 



^tteen Matilda^ and their thi-ee sons, Robert, William, abd 
Henry, by the EarPs Lady, the Countess Matilda, and 
their sonWilliarn'r-that Bishop Leofric had exempted its 
Church, ^'ecclesiam bead JrchtMgdi I^^JubUs de Comubia*' 
from all Episcopdil subjection t and that the Church was 
rebuilt in 1135, and consecrated by Robert Chichester^ 
Bishop of Exeter. With the approbation of Bishop Chi- 
Chester, Bernard^ tlft Abbot of StMlchttel's in Normandy, 
settled here 13 brethren^ *'in honorem Chriati Jem et 
Apoatohrum ejus,** 

One was Prior, -and iwtis bouml to visit either in person 
or proxy, by one of his religious, the Mother House once 
every year, and to pay 16 marks -of 'silVer, as an acknow-^ 
ledgment of dependance. 

William de Worcestre, in his Itinerary, Anno 1478 
states the length of St. Michael's Church to be 30 steps, or 
60 feet, and the bre&dth 24 feet. The length of the n6w 
chapel, " capella nova adi/icata,'' he computes at 40 feet, 
and its breadth at 20. He adds, that between St. Mi- 
chael's Mount and the Scilly Islands was formerly meadow 
and arable land, and masses of wood, and that 140 inter- 
vening Churfch'es had disappeared in the waves ! 

I have met With the following Priors of this interest- 
ing spot ; — 

1. — Radulphusde Cariaret, admitted 21st Dec* 1260. 

2. -^Richard Perer succeeded 11th April 1275. 

3. — Gaufrid de Gemon, instituted 8th July, 1283. 

^.^PeterdeCara FtZto confirmed Prior 12th Sept. 1316. 

^.-^JaAn Hardly succeeded 3d Oct. 1349- ' 

^,-^ohnde Volant^ admitted 24th April 1362« 
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We learn from fol. 7> vol. llj Register Brantyngtiaiii/ 
that thU Prior with but two mobJcs resided in the House — = 
%at St. Hilary's Church, of the yearly value of five markd 
and a half, and Moiesk Church, of the yearly value of 20 
marks, and 6s« 6d. belonged to the Convent. 

7. — Richard AuwM succeeded 7th Dec. 1385. 

His brass seal, representing the Patron Saint of the 
Priory transfixing the DragoUi was lately discovered in 
Exeter. 

8.— Wl«tfflm Lambert succeeded 1st Oct. 1410. 

Bishop Lacy, as we read, fol. 43, vol. 3> ctfhis Register^ 
granted on 10th Aug. 1425, an indulgence of 40 days to 
all sincere penitents, who should contribute to the stone 
causeway then erecting between Matazion and the Mount. 



LAUNCESTON PRIORY. 

On 24th Oct. 1258, Bishop Bfonescombe d^icated Sti 
Stephen's Church, Launceston. 

PRIORS. 

1. — Robert Ft$$acre. He wtfs excommunicated by 
Bishop Bronescombe, in Sept. 1258, " propter mobedien'^ 
Ham et multipUcem offeHaam/* but absolved at Bodmin by 
the Prelate a week later; 

2. — Richard, died Prior in 1308« 

3.-^Roger deHortom confirmed his successor, 3d Mayi 
1308. Q. If this be not '' Prior Horeston, who had a fair 
tumbeon the sduthside of th€( Priory Church." Leland 
3d vol. Itin. 

4. — Adam de KmUe, who resigned 26th June> 1346; 
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i^'j^Thonuuide Burden succeededi 13th July, the same 
J'ear. 

6,^-^Roger Leye was Prior in 1373* 

7. — Stephen occurs Prior in January, 1400. " He was 
richely tumbed>" according to Leiand. I suspect that at 
his request Bishop Stafiordi by his decree of 18th June> 
1401, fixed the celebration of the Church's dedication to 
20th Octoben 

8.— JJo^cr dombrygge^ died Prior in June, 1410. 

9. — iohn liowgland succeeded 5th July following ; and 
continued in office until hia death, asth Sept. 1430. 

lOiT^WiUiam Skyra elected his successor ; but, owing 
to some irregularity> ndt confirnied by the Ordinary, 
Bishop Lacy, until 31st Astgt 1431. 

II, ^^WilUam Hopkyn, died Prior IQth Aug,.. 1307. 

12.— Jo A» CarUan succeeded William 10th Sept. 

13. — John Baker, who resigned in 1631. 

14.-j/oAn Sh^yr, succeeded Baker 6th June that yeai% 



MINSTER, ORTALTHAR* 

l.-^Oitffrii of Swansea^ admitted 11th Aug, 1263. 
2.— JKcAari appointed in 1317. 

^.^mUioM Bouges sticceeded 20th July, 1323, but On 
i7th Nov. 1333 was preferred toTywadreth. 
4.— Geiioi de Ferrer, a^^ointed 7th Oct. 1336. 
5,^mUiam dela HuHe ins^toted 20th Sept. 1341.. 
G.-^miHam DecSmariw aueceeded, and died early in 

1375, when 
Ti^Mikt Andrew wa» confirmed his auceessor* 



<--' 
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glasNey. 

St. Thomas of Canterbury's Collegiate Church here wa^ 
founded by Bishop Bronescombe, for 13 secular Canonst 
His deed of foundation is preserved in his Register, and is 
dated 26th March, 1267. Towards its support he grant- 
ed the Churches '' Smeti Budoei et Sawste F^oce." The 
Canons were to observe the Satutes of Exeter Cathedral. 
The Superior was called Prepositus. Peter Quivill, the 
successor of Bronescombe in the See of Exeter, granted 
towards the better maintenance of the community the 
Church of St. Alun» 

PBEPOSltIi 

Ik — Henry de Bolegh. 

2. — Benedict de ArundeU, admitted 23d Oct. I3l3. 

3. — Richard de GonwaJe appointed 2d January, 1347* 

4. — Roger de KeUyi 

S.'-^Regindld daUe ; on 3d Feb. 1373-4, he applied to 
Bishop Brantyngham for a (ioadjutor; In his letter he 
tells the Prelate '* ad instar Senioris TVftte n»iie in ien^f 
sedeo et lumen cali non video.'* 

6.— 7%otiia« de T^aUcyngdtm appointed 10th Sept. 1375. 

*j,^WiUUm CuUyng, who died in the winter of 1422. , 

8. — Nicholas Harvy appointed 18th of the following 
February, and died in Sept. 1427. 

^.--^WdlterTVengtKoi S. T. P. succeeded 19th Scpti 
1427 ; but resigned in October, 14364 
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10. — Richard Redden, or Rew, succeeded Walter, 23d 
Oct. tlie same year. 

11.— lf<Mfcr Treujynnard, a native of St. Ives, Provost, 
died on Maunday Thursday, 1471, according to Wm. de 
Worcestre. The Collegiate Church, by that writer's mea- 
surement, must have been large ; about 200 feet long : 
compare pp. 122 and 128 of his Itinerary. 

12.-^ohn Evelyng. After governing the college for some 
time, he exchanged for a Canonry in Exeter Cathedral 
with 

13. — John Pascow, 30th Nov. 1477. He resigned in 
1491. 

14.-^oAn Objf, collated 4th Dec^ 1491 ; on whose death 

16. — John Nans was collated ^9th Nov. 1497> by Bishop 
Redmayne, who was then '* inquadam alia camera utfra 
Alhathiam de Torre, 

16. — Alexander PenkyU succeeded on Nans' resignatioif, 
in June, 1501. 

17> — TVilliam Bryn collated in Penkyll's resignation, 
24th March, 1507. 

18. — John CorX;e appointed 19th July 1519. 

19. — Jacoi Jen^fe collated, on Corke's resignation, 2d 
Nov. 1526. 

CURIOSUS. 
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